






















































































































































































































































7/28/24, 3:51 PM The Runestone: July, 2024 

We're already looking forward to next Midsummer, and we're hoping to see you all at 

6oinshof for the AF A's 30th Anniversary! 

Alsherjargothic Adventures 

Folkbuilder Ryan Harlan 

rharlan@runestone.org 

Nevada 
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Matthew D. Flavel 

Alsherjargooi , Asatru Folk Assembly 

mattflavel@runestone.org 
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It's safe to say that, in the eyes of all our Folk who attended, Midsummer 2024 at 

6oinshof was a resounding success! This was the first Midsummer celebration of any 

kind I've ever been a part of, and while it exceeded my expectations on every front, 

none of this would have been possible without the Folk Bus facilitating the entire 

journey. This bus was financed through a collaboration between Folkvangr Kindred and 

the Odinic Order of the Ulfhidnar for the purpose of providing members across the 

Pacific Northwest with a means of convenient and comfortable transportation to and 

from national AFA events. 

The bus was an idea that had been on the back burner for a couple of years now. Many 

of our Folk have expressed an interest in having a tangible, cost effective way of getting 

out to events at the Hofs. Buying a bus was always the most obvious solution, but, until 

relatively recently, it had remained an ephemeral 'what if'. Tyler Heinlein, Aaron 

Simbeck and I put a lot of work into turning this vision into a reality over the past 

several months, and not without a few minor setbacks here and there. 

Once the trigger had been pulled and the bus itself was purchased, my enthusiasm 

waffied back and forth at first, I'll admit. There was a litany of concerns fielded when 

the proposed trip was first made public, the most prominent of which were variations 

of: 

"Where are the safety features? How do I know my kids will be safe?" 
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"Is that legal to drive without a special license? What if we get pulled over?" 

"This bus is old, how do you know it's mechanically sound? What ifwe break down?" 

All were completely reasonable and sane questions to be asking, and precautions were 

taken to make sure everything was completely airtight before the maiden voyage. 

Though I wasn't onboard for the first leg of the trip from the center of Montana to 

Spokane, I heard a thunderstorm had turned some of the roads into rivers of mud and 

that the bus was able to handle itself well under those conditions. It should, it's an 

eight-ton metal beast. In essence, the first stress test had been passed. Tyler and family 

passed through Helena and Missoula to pick up members, arriving in Spokane at 

around 3am on Thursday morning. Aaron had parked his car over at my place for the 

weekend, and, around 6am that morning, we rendezvoused with the bus at a truck stop 

a couple miles due southwest of Airway Heights. 

Since about two weeks prior, when we loaded the benches into it, the seating 

arrangement hadn't changed much save for everything now being securely bolted in 

place. After Tyler gave an entertaining tour guide brief, we hit the road. Flyers with 

printed-out song lyrics were passed around, and, within about an hour and a half, we'd 

already run through the roster of songs we had on hand and had crossed the Columbia 

into Oregon. The songs served their purpose to raise our morale, which remained 

consistently high throughout the trip. Mt. Hood stood like a sentinel keeping watch over 

our journey through sparsely-populated central Oregon. Everybody except our driver 

took sporadic naps in shifts around this stretch. Tyler, being the absolute trooper that he 

is, insisted on doing all the driving himself despite the offers I made to take over ifhe 

got tired. It was genuinely commendable driving. To keep him sharp though, those at 

the front of the bus engaged in a sort of impromptu Q&A session over the bus PA 

system--which got hilariously abstract at times, but kept everyone entertained. 

The longest stop of the trip was in Klamath Falls where we briefly debated whether or 

not to camp out at a Love's for the night or push on to the Hof in one go. By this point, 

the sun was starting to set and real fatigue was beginning to set in. After some 

deliberation on the pros and cons of driving in the dark and a somewhat disappointing 

walk around town to kill time on my part, it was decided we'd push on. 
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Dusk set in around the time we got to the fruit checkpoint, a few miles from the 

California state line, and Mt. Shasta came into view. By the time we made it around the 

mountain, it was fully dark, and smoke covered the valleys below the highway. 

Conversations turned to impassioned ranting about sacrificing oneself to higher self, 

which continued until we got to Chico to gather supplies for the final push. It was 

around then that I proposed the idea of the bus needing a name, but it wouldn't come to 

any ofus until the return journey. 

By now, all of us were nearly tapped. We stocked up on energy drinks and got back on 

the highway, manically scream-singing as loud as we could to stay awake. 66inshof 

was an hour or so within reach. We'd fallen behind our original estimated time of 

arrival and knew that it was unlikely anyone would be awake to great us at one in the 

morning. Regardless, we were fully re-energized by this point, and, with only Google 

Maps to guide us through unfamiliar territory in the dark, we tore up the winding 

mountain roads. After a couple of wrong turns and close calls with almost getting stuck 

on narrow side roads, the Hof suddenly materialized on our right, and I breathed a sigh 

ofrelief. We'd finally made it. It was a little surreal. We'd crossed a massive swath of 

territory in a relatively short period of time, and in the process everyone on that bus had 

grown closer. 

After a beautiful Midsummer weekend with the Folk, we returned home along roughly 

the same route. In view of Lake Oroville, Tyler coined what was to be the name of the 
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Folk Bus from that point forward: "Drakkr". Drakkr the Folk Bus is now a permanent 

fixture of our all-future Hof trips, and if you' re an AF A member in the Northwest, 

you'd be remiss not to come along for the ride next time. It's a blast. 

.. r.::,;._•�"'- Nick Gunn 
nr�.-�� 

Apprentice Folkbuilder 

ngynn@runestone.org 

Ooinshof: A Must Seel 

June was a great month! Full of hiking, fishing, and an amazing trip to 6oinshof. I 

finally made it out to one of our Hofs, and it was well worth the trip. I was expecting it 

to be an awesome experience, but seeing it in person far exceeded what I had expected. 

The Hof is absolutely stunning; from the beautiful grounds to the decorations in the 

Hall and the mural of 6oinn, something just feels right while you're there. What is most 

impressive about the Hof are the people who fill it with joy and Frith. Being at the Hof, 

you're able to relax and be yourself, you're able to have long, joyful conversations with 
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people you've never met before. From good food to even better people, I would rate 

6oinshof a ten out of ten, a must see. 

If you haven't had the opportunity to make it to one of the Hofs, I challenge you to 

make it to the Hof nearest to you by September 2025. There are so many events going 

on all year that you don't have to attend a National event. You're always welcome at any 

of our Hofs, so make it happen. If you've already been to 6oinshof, I challenge you to 

visit one of the others. We have four Hofs--pick one and go! 

Upcoming Events 
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Rampart Ridge Overnighter 

In July and August, Western Washington has a lot going on--from fishing and cider 

pressing to a cowboy moot. Take advantage of the nice weather, and come on out! First 

up, we will be hiking to Rachel Lake again in July. If you haven't read my June 

Runestone article and you're new to overnight backpacking, it's worth a quick read 

through. 

As far as backpacking goes, you want to pack light. Not light meaning "don't bring the 

things you'll need", but rather as in choosing items that don't weigh as much. You want 

your pack to be between 30 and 50 pounds. When I went up to Rachel Lake in June, my 
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pack weighed 75 pounds, and it was a tough hike. Keep in mind that you don't have to 

bring every item in every category. If you bring matches or flint and steel, you won't 

need a lighter. You don't need 2 water filters; 1 will do. Bringing a filter so you don't 

have to boil all of your drinking water for the trip will save you weight on propane. Do 

you really need a fixed blade camp knife, your pocket knife, a multi tool, a small 

carving knife, and a machete? No. Bring the camp knife and the multi tool, as those two 

will be able to handle the same tasks as the other knives. 

If you have trouble shaving weight off your pack, I recommend putting everything you 

want to take in your pack, then walk up and down a staircase with your pack on a 

couple times. You'll soon appreciate how heavy it is and start tossing things. It's better 

to have what you need and a heavy pack than to be comfortable on the walk in but go 

without something important. That's why I took an extra 35 pounds of clothing, tarps, 

and food when I went in June, as I anticipated colder temperatures and more wind chills 

than normal due to the runoff. We'll be going in later July and it should be great 

weather, so we won't have to worry about snow or excessive wind. If you need help 

cutting down the weight of your pack, feel free to reach out to me, I have lots of 

experience and am more than willing to help. 
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