In this time of turning Sun
©One pear gone, another begun ...
4 time to rest, a time to plan,

A time of kith and kin and clan...

Bapppr Bule!
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Announcements

The Varangian Guard, our warrior fraternity, has just published the first
copy of its newsletter, Wolf-Coats! and is making rapid progress. Response to the
Guard has been enthusiastic. Serious warriors are in-
vited to inquire to the Varangian Guard, c/o the Asatrl Free Assembly.

formation of the Varangian

Our Vanir-worship focus, People of the Lord and Lady,
response. We recently met with Vanir-oriented co-religionists from Southern Calif-
read this they may have become a skeppslag of the AFA.
This aspect of Asatrii, emphasizing fertility, seasonal celebrations, and worship
Frey and Freya, continues to advance.

ornia, and by the time you

of divinity manifesting as

is drawing favorable

Eirfkur and Inga of Vor Trii have suffered personal setbacks recently due to a

death in the family and generally compounding problems.

we offer them our support

in this time of trouble, and remind them that, come what may, “the clan abides."
Their address is 511 W. Panorama, #F86, Tucson, AZ 85704.

SKEPPSLAGS

Local groups, and/or contact people wanting to start

San Francisco Bay Area Skeppslag - contact The Rune

date.

San Diego Skeppslag -
San Diego, CA 92101.

of the ASATRO FREE ASSEMBLY

contact Shawn O'Riley, 1808 Third

Washington - write Isaac Moll, c/o Virginia Calvert,

WA, 98851.

Sarnia, Ontario area -
K7V 3P7, Canada.

| Y

Greg Steiner

§43 South Courts

U.N. L.

Cedar Falls, 1A 50613

James Hampshire
750 Carnation Drive
Vinter Park, FL 32789

Craig Gilbertson
R.R.#1, Box 412
Yorkville, IL 60560

Jean Michele Martin
P.0. Box 130
Ramsey, NJ 07446

Lanny C. Bergstrand
615 Dahl Ave.
Port Hueneme, CA 93041

Jeffrey Redmond, 1664 W. Tyri

CONTACTS

Helge MSller
Blokland 2, | tr

DK 2620

Albertslund, Denmark

Robert P. Hopkins
P.0. Box 92
Orchard Park, NY 15127

Hall of the True Gods
88 Plateau Place
Greenbelt, MD 20770

Charies A. Hayes 111
Unit 37

3102 E. Highland Ave.
Patton, CA 92369

local groups, are:

e for monthly meeting

Avenue, Apt. 12,

0. Box 608, Socap Lake,

Dr., Sarnia, Ontario,

SP6 James T. Turner
569-82-4940

HHC, 2nd SUPCOM, Box 245-2
APD NY 09160

Thomas A. Gunter
2101 = 11th Ave.
La Marque, TX 77568

Dennis Thomason
9499 Brayton Drive, #72
Anchorage, AK 939502

Herbert G. Bryan #270487
6 Dorm

Box 16

Lovelady, TX 75851

Darian Burns, Am Kauzenburg, 655 Bad Kreuznach, West
Germany, wants to contact ardent conservationists wishing
to defend and protect wildlife as a lifetime activity.
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SCANDINAVIAN YULE
by
Peter Seymour, Thorvorfrsgothi

The Autumn Festival that was held between October 9th and 14th, the Spring
Festival celebrated between February 9th and 14th, and the Summer Festival kept
between June 9th and 14th are without doubt, according to Snorri Sturlason,
three great offering tides that appesred up to the begirning of the ninth cent
Generally speaking, Germanic festive tides may have vari a little from tribe
tribe in different parts of the Northlands due to the : uence of the Sun upon
the Earth--the fundamental conditicn of economic existe But as the Germanic
pecples took up the division of the year into six three-score day tides in -
historic times, it is tantamount to a counting of three hundred and sixty day
or perhaps even of three hundred and sixty six days, and who can deny that a
that counts the days of the year according to an established standard §5 able
fix festive occasions very exactly?

These festive tides fulffll all requirements of the three old Germanic
season beginnings--each being distant from the others by four months or tw
day tides.

J61 (Yule) in earlfer times denoted a three gcore day tide extending
imately over our modern December and January of the Christian calendar.
middle Ages the Scandinavian Spring festival of Pagan ti had been relegat
into a market in Sweden and elsewhere quite absorbed into the Yule festival ‘under
the influence of the Roman calendar which rose in { ance under Christian sway
as to be considered genuine and old in its chronological <raditions.

The eighth century is the last time we historically hear of the festival
G51b18t, and it is in the mid-ninth century that the term Yule is spoken 3
Sturlason as a celebration held by guesting. Could it be that within a century
J61b16t had taken over GS1b16t (which had its name from GOi--the monmth in which it
was held) and that G&1 just as easily received the name J51b15%t sccording to the
month in which it was now held?

By the tenth century (Viking times) the Yule feast extended over several days
and celebrations began between January 9th and the 14th During that period Hakon
the Good changed or tried to change this arrangement rdering that the holy tide
should in future start from the Christian December 2 ter the Christian fashion
and be kept in a proper and festive way. But naturally he had a "run-in" with the
Heathen folk who were given to sacrifice on that occasion. He claimed that every
man should "brew a meal of malt or pay money else and keep holy tide while Yule
lasted.” Up to then Yule had been held on "Hiku" Night, e.g. Midwinters Night and
Yule was held for threk nights after. A powerful Earl called hiz bonders together
at a place called Ladir where he arranged and paid for a feast with the King present.
The Earl had arranged a blood sacrifice and Hakon's attempt to withhold from J
rites met with great disapproval and he thought it best to partake in order :
serve crown and kingdom. His mext clash with the blood offering festivities came in
the Autumn-tide at Winter-Nights which at that time still outshown the January fest-
ivity. Hakon tried to avoid difficulty with the Heathen nobllity by eating privately
but ended up in the public view of the high seat where the blood feast would be
greatest! One Earl Sigurd made the sign of Odin over the first poured cup and drank
off this horn to the King. When the King took the horn he made the sign of the cross
over ft, which started problems until the act was explained away as the sign of Thor's
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hammer by Sigurd. The next day, the bonders surrounded the King bidding him to eat
horseflesh but Hakon refused so they asked him to drink the broth of {t, which he
also rejected. So they tried to get him to eat the dripping without success, where-
upon they came near to attacking him—-he was only saved from the situation by Esrl
Sigurd getting him to take in the reeking vapour by leaning over the boiling pot of
flesh--although nobody was too pleased about this settlement. The next Yule feast
brought Hakon to Mere where the Earls of Thrandheim had already plamned to rid Norway
of the Christian faith and compel the King to take blood offerings...

Four Earls sailed South to Mere, slew three priests and burned three churches
thus retrieving them for the Pagan faith. When Hakon arrived at Mere he ended up
avoiding trouble by eating a few bits of horse liver and drinking unerossed Pagan
memory cups thus toasting the old Gods. With the Thrandheimers having had their
way with him, Hakon lef't with Earl Sigurd and his retinue and swore revenge on the
Pagans. He stayed with Sigurd until Spring, gathering a force about him by Summer
that boded {11 for the Thrandheim Heathens but it so happened that the Danes made an
invasion at that time so Hakon decided to lead his army against them, supported by
Earl Sigurd and the Thrandheimers (around 955 c.e.). Hakon died in 963 having failed
to establish Christianity in Norway. The Christianized sons of King Eric of Dermark
broke down temples and abolished blood offering festivities at Yuletide but gained
only hatred for it and when Earl Hakon hung up King Harsld and subdued the land he
restored the Heathen faith throughout all his dominions. Even when King Olaf Tryg-
vason established Christianity by force and cruelty in Norway by 998, the country
was still Pagan. Just as centuries earlier, the Autumr stival has been the oppor-
tunity frequently chosen for surprising a drunken enemy at the feasting table, the
eleventh century began by using the Yuletide festival for the same purpose...
Amongst friends it became customary to feast the first half of Yuletide st the home
of one and the second half at the home of the other, the two parts being called the
earlier and the latter Yule. In these terms are contained reminiscenses of a halving
of the older Yuletide of three scores of days which amongst the Anglo Saxons was
divided into "aserra Geola" and "seftera Geola"™ and smongst the Goths as "fruma
Ifuleis®™ and "aftums Iiuleis.™

The days of Yule are counted like the days of the month in the Roman calendar
and seems to have grown bigger. Snorri Sturlason te us that as long as Yule was
held in January, it was for three days duration but wt it took its new date for
three gquarters of a century it took up as least eight ys, the eighth day (Janusry
1st) being that for giving gifts of friendship ordirg to the Roman Calends of
January custom. King Svein made Yuletide a legal term for paying duties which had
not been in order until then. This act was used as a new step toward a complete
takeover by the Roman calendar which progressed alongside the rites, feasts and
doctrine of Christianity until they had gained a camplete hold on all the land. It
became the habit to fast on Yule eve and start festivities not earlier than Yule day,
as the 25th of December was called by the 12th century. It no longer became the
custom to have concubines on the night preceding Yule day, fights at Yuletide were
dropped and only three days freedom from necessary labour kept though there were some
cases when a fight in Yule company would arise and some men were killed. By the
12th century a celebration of fourteen days was reached. Saga literature from the
beginning of the 11th century mentions Yule celebrations more frequently than in
earlier material, but as in typical 13th century writings, as a festive time. There
ie no mention in the early parts of "Helmskringla", of a "Thing", (Norse general
public and legal proceedings assembly, ) being held at Yuletide which goes toward
proving that it was no old offering tide; for both in Germany and Scandinavia these
two happenings occured alongside, being merely two different facets of the three
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THE RUNES - Part 2: A NISTORY OF

The Runes

by Jeffrey R. Redmond

The word “rune” comes from the Old Norse word “runmar,” meaning a magic sign,
and from the Old German word “runa,"” meaning something secret. Im 01d Anglo-Saxon
England, the word "roon" meant to whisper a secret They developed an alphabet
for writing from 36 pre-historical GCermanic picture symbols. These symbols were
combined together, and have been found carved on a rock, and are called the
Hallristingner script. They originated in the Alpine mountains of Germany, Austria
and Italy, which were called "Mundia-fjS11." They depict all the facets of life
and religion, such as the sun, moon, carth, gods and goddesses.
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The Hallristingner Carvings

Continuous contact with the advancing Roman Empire caused many changes and
improvements in the lifestyles of the Germanic tribes, especially from trade
Along with better weapons and utensils, the Germans acquired the notions of a
letter-symbol writing system, rather than the picture-word one. They learned mu
from the Romans, and after defeating the attacking legions of Varus, under chieft
Hermann, at Teutobergerwald in C.E. 9, it was the Germans who began showing the
Romans what to do.

From the Hallristingner symbols, clever pagan priests formulated the runic
Futhark alphabet, with the idea that the knowledge came from the chief god Wotan,
(or Woden, or Othinn) himself. The runes had magic power, and were Wotan's gift
of knowledge to mankind. Use of the new Futhark runes spread rapidly throughout
northern Europe by C.E. 300, and became the dominant form of writing for the Germanic
tribes. The Germans helped Rome stop the Asiatic Huns, and them took over the Roman
lands themselves, in the 400's. They sailed across the North Sea and took England,
pushing the Celts into Scotland and Wales. The magic power of the runes was great
indeed!
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In France and Italy, the Roman Latin alphabet was maintained only by hard-
working monks, hidden away im mountain retreats. In Greece and Turkey (Byzantium),
the Greek alphabet prevailed, and throughout North Africa and Spain, conquering
Muslim armies brought the Arabic onc, in the 600's. However, hardworking Christian
missionmary priests began converting more and more Germans (usually by giving them
fine clothes and valuable items at the baptism ceremony), and under such rulers as

the king of the Franks, Karl the Great (Charlemagne), (768-814), Latin was maintained.

By arrangement, Karl was crowned Emperor of the Roman Empire by Pope Leo III, in
return for conversion and support. In this way, Germany and Emgland became Christian
lands as well, and runes were immediately banned by the Church as being deamonic

and evil.

In the Scandinavian lands of northern Europe, Norway, Sweden and Demmark,
the pagan lifestyles remained intact, and the runes continued to be used. The
Futhark developed into a shorter alphabet of 16 runes, and gave great psychological
impetus to the Viking sea raiders of the 800's and 900's. They have been found
carved everywhere the Vikings went, from Greece to Greenland.

Most of the Scandinavians were Christianized by the year 1000, (the Viking
settlers in Iceland voted for it at their yearly assembly that year), and most of
the surviving pagan cult groups died out by 1200. However, evem though the runes
had lost their pagan magical powers, the runes comtinued to be used in everyday
life throughout Scandinavia. Witchcraft and sorcery groups comtinued to use rumes
in their illegal rites, throughout the Middle Ages. Ten more runes were added for
new letters by 1300, to accomodate new word spellings. Only the Church clergy used
the Latin alphabet.

The victorious Swedish armmy, under King Gustav Adolf, used rumes for secret
communications during the Protestant Reformation fighting of the Thirty Years War
(1619-1648). Many gravestomes had runic inscriptions in the 1700's in Scandinavia,
and school children continued to learn at least a little about rumes there in the
1800°s.

In the 1900's, many pagamistic cults and cultural study groups developed in
Germany, such as the Thule Society under Walter Nauhaus, and the German Order under =
Dr. Bernhard K3ner. Many of the officers of the German Army im World War I were
members of such organizations. After the war, the cults continued and became im- .
mensely popular among Germans from all social and ecconomic backgrounds. One of the
most fanatical cultists was Adolf Hitler, who was a member of the Thule Society,
as were most of the leaders of the National Socialist Party. Hitler used many
pagan runic symbols in his political campaigns, with very effective results. Once
he was elected to power he made the old Germanic sunwheel symbol, the Hakenkreu:
(swastika), the national emblem.

The head of the police and security troops, Heinrich Himmler, used the double
Sig (or S61) rume to represent the S.S. abbreviation of these Schutistaffel units.
Hismler also controlled the German intelligence organization during World War II,
and set up an Occult bureau to study magic, astrology, astronomy, and psychic powers,
to use them against Germany's foes. The Allies did the same. During the war, the
German armies for a time conquered a vast empire, planting the runic Hakenkreu: war
flag everywhere, from the Arctic Lappland, to the Caucasus mountains, to the North
Saharan desert.

After the war, and Germany's total defeat by the overwhelming odds against it,
paganisa and runic studies were no longer popular. However, today interest is once
again reviving in Europe and North America, and many witchcraft and other groups
continue to use runes. Perhaps they will once again be held in high esteem, with
the magic power of the ancients, one day soon.
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SCANDINAVIA ODIN!

vesss0r as the poet expressed it, VALHALS GUDER, KOM TILBAGE!

Recently I watched a program om public television about young people in Sweden.
During an interview with several teen-age girls, the following dialogue took place:

"Do you want to get a job?"

—_—
"What do you want to do?"

"Nothing."

"Pbo you want, later om, to have childrem?”
"§o."

"Why don't you want childrem?"
"Because they wouldn't be happy in this world.”

To this ultimate in apathy have the young people of the North beem sunk by the
twin deceivers, the Christiam Church and the Socialist-welfare State!

It makes one sad, at first, and then furious, to see these young descendents of
Vikings stagnating in drunkeness, drugs and despair. One young fellow, asked why
they don't do something on their own to shake off this suicidal aimlessness, replied,
"If we get together to do anything for ourselves, they don't give us any moneyv.”

The entire atmosphere among these young people was of negation and running away
from life, and from what I have heard and read, that attitude {s gemeral throughout
Scandinavia today.

A news item onm October 26, 1979, said, "Sweden, which earlier this year passed
a law forbidding parents to spank their children, now has a report before it from a
blue-ribbon commission recommending that children be permitted to divorce their parents.

Whether or not people should physically discipline their children is not the
question. The point is that individual freedom and decision-making, and the chance to
cope with one's own life, are slowly being eroded and taken away. The next step will
be to turn all decision-making over to the State, with the populace a mass of faceless
robots. Suicidal tendencies in Scandimavia? Small wonder!

What is the answer, the only answer? The only answer is to tell the young people
of all the Northern lands that to find a reason for living they must tursm back to their
glorious past; back to their fundamental traditions of courage and self-reliance; back
to the Cods and Coddesses of the Viking Age; back to the wisdom of the Runes; back to
Allfather Odin! They must see that true happiness comes only from striving and know-
ing the joy of struggle! They must realise that the Cods of their valiant forefathers
are not dead but are awaiting communion with them—-for they are truly children of
Odin who have been led astray by false gods and must now return to those traditions
that made their ancestors respected throughout the known world.

Someone has defined a Pagan as "one who says YES to life." Present-day Scandi-
navian youth seem to be saying NO to life. The only hope for them §s to tura to their
true faith--the Faith which s still in their very blood and bones if they would but
avaken and acknowledge 1t.

Deceived by the Christian Church and betrayed into cultural suicide by the
socialist-welfare State, the youth of the North msust come back to Odin and reclaim
their heritage! Nothing else can suffice if Scandinavians would endure as a great
people with a future as glorious as their past! May we see, some day, a tremendous
gathering of Scandinavian youth at the site of the Pagan temple at Gamla Uppsala
where they will, with joy and confidence, remember who they really are!

=HARALD
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THE NEW NOOSE

In ancient days the knotted noose was the instrument ot the sacrifice to the
high god Odin, and many a scoundrel was it who had the life wrenched from him by
this somber means of capital punishment. Today, though, the noose i{s not the
cleansing symbol which purged society of wrong-doers. The ncose about our necks
in this age is a noose of thralldom, threatening to choke us i{f we strive for free-
dom, threatening to strangle our liberty in our very throats, and suffocating us
vith constraints.

Let us count a few of the coils of this slave-collar. They extend beyond our
sight and their numbering from memory would be a feat worthy of the greatest of

You may have trouble focusing on them, because we are supposed to believe we
are still free, that we still have a choice in these matters. All too often, though
the only freedom we have {s to either go along, or go along to jail.

The remarkable thing about the surrender/go to jail “"choice" (which has got to
be the secular equivalent of the "You have free will to obey God or burnm for etermity
argument) is that it applies to so many of the other coils in the slave's rope.
Social Security is an example. The chance of the system being solvent when (if) I
reach retirement age is on the order of the probability that Billy Craham will
announce next week that he's a Thor's-man. But I still have to pay that chunk out
of my check, or face prosecution (although of course there are ways...)!

Want to tug on the rope a little? Try hiring or firing vhomever you want.
Maybe you can't stand people with brown eyes (Don't ask me why! Query a Freudian.),
but don't let the Equal Opportunity people find out; they'll institute a brown-eyes
quota. Which by definition discriminates against all those blue- and green-eyed
people out there. And yes, I am in a position to demounce this part of the thrall-
fetter for what it i{s; I've been discriminated against because I wear a beard--and
I acknowledge a person’s right to so discriminate.

Suppose you decide to start your own mail service. Never mind that you can
do it less expensively and more efficibntly than Uncle Sam, ft's still against the
law. Have you ever noticed that monopolies are a violation of the statutes unless
they're government monopolies?

Of all the ways in vhich freedom is being forfeited, the greatest may be in
the matter of taxes. What the worker earns by his labor and imgenuity is forcibly
taken away from him and used for many other purposes, some of which touch his life
only peripherally, or mot at all. When taxation exceeds that necessary to provide
for certain basic govermment functions, for services which the citizen desires to
receive in exchange for his momey, it is literal robbery. The govermment of the
United States has no moral right to confiscate my money and give {t to Mozambique
or to use it to aid special interest groups--but it happens every day. To call such
confiscation taxation is to avoid the truth. When you're mugged at gumpoint your
assaflant doesn't introduce himself as a tax collector (although I understand ome
such Socially Deprived Individual is having business cards printed up to read
“freelance socialist™).

A fev months ago the slavers tried to add a coil, and it was actually thrown
off! That's the good news. The bad news is that our society is degenerate enough
that the measure could be proposed in the first place. The plan was to issuve all
Americans a national identiffication card. A reasonable assumption would be that it
would then be mandatory to carry it on your person at all times, just as you now
carry a driver's license vhen operating a motor vehicle. You domn't have to carry
your driver's license with you, for instance, if you decide to jog around the park.
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But a national identificatiom card applies to the simple fact of your existence,
not something you do. Ismagime—having to have a document to operate your own body!

Should such a card be issued, I announce in advance my decisiom to publicly
burn mine. I hope you will join me.

Freedom is what Zsatrii 1s all about. I was a freedom fanatic for years before
I became an Odinist, and it was the Odinist emphasis on a vital, scintillating free-
dom that made that religiom so appealing. This devotion to liberty is found woven
throughout Asatri to am extent that I've nmever seen in another faith. Where else
do you find people so independent that they'll not even submit to their gods? Our
demand for freedom prompted the defiant reply from the Vikings of Hrolf Ganger to
the emissary of the Franks--when asked if they would bend the knee to King Charles
and accept his favor, they responded, "We shall never submit to amyome at all, mor
ever cleave to any servitude, mor accept favors from anyone. That favor pleases us
best which we win for ourselves with arms and toil of battles.”™ Egil Skallagrimsson's
dispute with his ruler was amother expression of this refusal to be awed by authority.
This is our heritage!

Though we have been able to laugh a little at the bonds of our slavery, in a
sort of gallows-humor way, the seriousness of the situation is mot to be shrugged
off easily. Nor, unfortumately, are the fetters themselves. We have here named a
fow of the coils in the noose. They grow tighter by the day, and that freedo= that
has been ours for millenia is being choked. In the names of all our gods and in the
names of our revered ancestors we must reassert ourselves. Political action is help-
ful, but do not meglect a way more lasting and more profound--help to spread Asatril
Until the people of the West return to that religion which is organically theirs,
any other measures must attack symptoms rather than causes. As lomg as we are cut
off from the spiritual roots of our being, any improvement in our crisis will be
both minor and temporary. Our ancient faith calls us. Let us rally to it, and help
to rally our kinsmen to it as well!

Here and Now

It's easy to look back to the Viking age and lament its passing, while
maintaining that life them was so much more conducive to the persuit of ad-
venture, glory and heroism. But such a backward-looking attitude fails to
see this present age for what it is! We live in a time in which the potential
for heroism has never been greater for those who have the courage to shoulder
its burden. Nover have the odds against us been more threatening--and thus
each and every one of us has a chance to fight, to struggle, and to sacrifice
to an extent that has been denied to many of our ancestors. At the moment our
struggle is one of the spirit and the mind, rather than the clash of amms.

But if heroism may be weighed by the magnitude of things done and by the stakes
to be gained or lost, ours is the golden age of the heroic spirit! Ragnar
would envy us, and Herman at Teutoberger Wald would understand our time and
identify it with his own.

So do not pine for the past, no matter how brilliant, no matter how it
has shaped our soul and our thought. Apply the spirit of the past to the prob-
lems of the present, and be joyous. Stop for a moment each day, and give thanks
to all the gods and goddesses that you live in this cra, and for the honmor and
the privilege of being here and nox, in this fight.

- - - - - - - -
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BOOK REVIEW

Carlyle Pushong. RUNE MAGIC. (Regency, $6.00)

This little volume (100 pages) is quite valuable as an introduction to the
modern runic tradition from an essentially eclectic point of view. It is a study
by an outsider for outsiders. The basic philosophy behind the book is not compat-
ible with the faith of Asatrii, nor with the inner traditions of Rumic Odinism
Some short quotes from the text may illustrate the non-Asatr( approach to a subject
which should, by our birthrights, belong to us. With respect to the relevancy of

“syth," Mr. Pushong stateson page 19, "In a practical sense, myths cannot be revived...

myths can most certainly be looked upon with nostalgic sentiments of halcyon days
perhaps paralleling the imaginative dreams of our childhood." This type of concep-
tion would seem to deny the eternal living essence of the myths and archetypes so
vital to the ever-green nature of Asatri. On page 25, Mr. Pushong pens a most dis-
turbing sentence: "Since there was no central religious authority or no recognised
framework of doctrine, and since whatever doctrines were commonly accepted correl

ated closely at least in spirit with Christian beliefs and ceremonials, the transition
to Christianity was easy and indeed painless.”

Martyrs of Asatrli, such as Raud the Strong, Eyvindr Kinnrifi, and Olvir would
have a different version--let us hope Mr. Pushong never has to face their wrath!
Much of the material in the book is lifted directly from German works by Karl
Spiesberger. It is somewhat perturbing that this source is never acknowledged in
footnotes or in the scanty bibliography. Rune Magic can be a valuable book, when
read with the critical eye of an Asatrfari. ]

- Edred Thorswn

Al ¥

ATTENTION VIKING WARRIORS

IRELAND'S WILD GEESE BROTHERHOOD
INVITES YOU TO JOIN US NOW: ARE YOU SEEKING A LIFE OF
ADVENTURE?
REGISTER WITH OTHER BROTHERS OF ADVENTURE WORLD WIDE.
FOR FREE INFORMATION AND APPLICATION FORM, SEND SELF-ADDRESSED,

STAMPED ENVELOPE TO: IRELAND'S WILD GEESE BROTHERHOOD
P.0. Box 211
Bellflower, CA 90706
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MOOT POINT

Dear Steve:

Two years ago Magnus Litzn, a young, bright scholar,stated that he had
heard from Ake Hyenstrand, director of an ancient memorial inventorying depart-
ment, about plans to build houses on the {ields around the gravemounds in Gamla
Uppsala, plans which were subject to comsiderable worry in No. 29 of The Runestone.
I have not been able to get this statement comfinmed, neither $rom Ake Wyens trand
nox from anybody else. On the contrary, the whole thing seems 2o be some kind of
misunderstanding. Not Least when wou Listen to what the county antiquarian Stig
Rudh has to say about it:

"There <8 no town or building-plan for the area around the Uppsala mounds .
Instead the area has been protected by the government having fixed the boundary
for the ancient memonial area according to *3 in the ancient memonial law. Beyond
this, the surrounding fields are protected by the state owning large ground-areas
such as the Academy of Literature. The possible threats against the ancient memon-
{al area are fwo. The area 48 Sweden's most visited ancient memonial area. A
counting in April-May, 1976 showed that 70,000 persons during this time visited
the place; the figure of visitons per year Lies somewhere around 200,000 persons.
This brings about an extensdve wear and tear of the ground, which we fry o counter
act by continuous care of the ground. A second threat s a proposed cemetary
extension in conmection with (ze table-tand where the demesme of the Crown has
been sdtuated. This, however, presupposes that the Academy of Literature sells
land, which s rather unlikely, and that the County adminisration gives permission
according to ancient memorial faw and burial anmouncement, which T will defincitely
oppose. Any new building up which can change the surroundings of the mounds, has
as fax as 1 can remember not been talked of simce the Academy of Literature made
its different real-estate purchases, and such a propositeon would be refused.”

Stig Rydh's denial sounds reassuring and 1 will have to apologize, if 1 have
helped to circulate a false alanm.

udrck SRveg
Lindvallsgat 15 4tr
117 36 Stockholm, Sweden

Editor - I'm sure that all our readers are relieved by your report, Gudrik.
Still, we must all keep our guard up against any future threats to this, or
any of our other, holy sites,

Dear Steve:

ver.Ves, there are many Similarities between the Celts and the Genmans. For
this reason, in a perspective of solidarity, 1 have given my aid Lo the new cul tural
group entitled "Front of Liberation of the Gauls" - [Don't be anxious about the
name, it will not be an axmy; the projected Liberation (s cultural. That &
centainly the most important, because the aim &8 2o §ree our Spirits from alien
spinitual influence). Tn some months, we will perhaps stant a small group of
studies about the relations and similanities between Celts and Genmans. 1& seems




14

to me that this could be of the greatest interest for atl, and 1 hope that we can
realize this. In some Lime, when it will be possible, ! will send 20 you some
information about this "Fromt of Liberation of the Gauls,” and particularly their
maniesto. T am a parlisan of Celio-Germanic solidarity; particulanly, the Celtie
and Germanic pagans must work fogether. We must promote, <n small comerete facts,
a real pan-pagan solidarity.....

GLOIRE A NOS DIEUX ET A NOS MEROS!

Jean-Francodis Maver

Case postale 83
CH-1700 FRIBOURG 5
Swirzerland

Frep

Frey, whose name means "Lord,” is the principle masculine Vane (singular of
Vanir). He was the chief god of the anzient Swedes and the early kings of Sweden
considered him their divine ancestor.

Frey has several things associated with him as symbols of his power and influence.
One of these is his golden boar Gullinbureti, or "Golden Bristles," who can outrace
the swiftest of steeds and who lights up the land and sea as he flies over it. Gullin-
bursti, on one level, seems to be a symbol connected both with the Sun and with the
stark mascul inity of the rampant boar. This boar motif is found again and again in
the literature and in the archaeology of Northern Europe. Boar-crested helmets are
described in the epic Becuulyf, and one such helmet was recovered from a grave mound

at Bentley Grange in East Anglia. Pictures of similar helmets can be seen on the
famous Gundestrup cauldron, now in the Danish National Museum, and on ancient Swedish
helmet plates which have been uncarthed. A sword from the pagan period has three

small boars stasped on its blade. It would seem that the powers of fertility, too,
could extend their aid and protection to a warrior just as could the warlike Odin
and Thor.

The ship is another fertility symbol, dating back in another cultural context
to ancient Egypt. Frey is described in the Norse myths as having & wondrous ship
named Skidbladnir, said to be large enough to transport all the gods and their baggage,
yet made in such a way that it could be folded into a package capable of being carried
in one's pocket. It appears that miniature boats were carried about the fields at
certain times of the year in solemn procession, so that the god of fertility could
bestow his blessings in the crops. In fact, mode! ships were kept in Danish churches
for a Christianized version of the same ritual down into modern times--another proof
of the durability of the old Vanir cult.

Many of the ship burials of the Viking Age seem to be related to Frey specifically
or to the Vanir in general. There is evidence that in Iceland priests of Frey were
interred in boat graves, and the ship from the Oseburg burial in Norway, now on dis-
play in the Viking Ship Museum in Oslo, also seems to be connected with Frey or his
sister Freya. The ship may appear in these and other graves for two reasons--it sym=
bolizes the journey to the land of the dead, and also is a reminder of the motif of
fertility and of rebirth.

Lastly, the ship in connection with the Vanir makes us mindful of the fact that
the people of ancient Scandinavia were dependent upon two harvests, the usual one
from the earth and a second one from the sea in the form of fishing.
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Another symbol associated with Frey is the stallion--highly appropriate for a
god of virility and strength! There are mentions in the sagas of horses sacrificed
to Frey, and the horse fights depicted in old Icelandic sources may have been connected
with his worship. We know that the eating of horse flesh was a part of some of the
old ritual feasts, and that the Church forbade the consumption of horse meat for that
reason, accounting for much of our psychological aversion to such a delicacy today.
In at least two cases that have survived in literature, horses were specifically
dedicated to Frey and no human was allowed to ride them--in both instances the horses
were named Preyfaxi, or “Frey's Mane."

Of course, besides these established symbols of Frey there was yet another one,
the erect penis. The statue of the god which stood in the ancient temple at Uppsala
is described as featuring a huge phallus, and a small but powerful bronze figurine
from Sweden is similarly well-endowed. It seems that the old heathen religion was a
little more honest and a little less inhibited than present-day cults--and healthier

for it.

The one surviving myth dealing with Frey is found in both Smorri Sturlasson's
Prose 2dda and in the Flder Bddz. It tells how Frey fell in love with Gerd, and how
he sent his emissary Skirnir to woo her for him. After both promises and threats,
Skirnir persuades the maiden to meet Frey nine days later, and the story closes with
the god exclaiming impatiently what an interminable time that would be. Mythologists
interpret this story as being an account of the divine marriage of winter with spring
to produce the fruitfulness of summer, though it also has elements which go far beyond
this simple explanation.

JGl-~better known to most of us as '"Yule" or "Christmas'~~is the festival espec~
ially dedicated to Frey and to the concepts associated with him, such as the return
of the Sun and the continuity of the clan. Chieftains of old would have a boar,
sacred to Frey, led through the mead hall at JG! while Fh-retainers placed their
hands on the animal and swore the great deeds they would accomplish in the year to
come, thus anticipating the modern custom of New Year's resolutions.

Frepa

Freya is Frey's twin sister, and her attributes are comparable to those of her
brother, from a feminine perspective. Where Frey is the priapic, penmetrating principle
of male potency, Freya is the personification of voluptuous female fecundity. I
Frey is Pan, Freya is Venus or Aphrodite. The common theme is one of growth, love

and pleasure.

Likewise, while Frey's animal is the boar, the sow is that of Freya, urrvi'ﬁ
the male/female complementarity one step further. Another creature associated with
the goddess is the cat--indeed, she drives a chariot pulled by two of these pets.

Can it be memories of her cult that helped create the carly medieval stereotype of
the witch as a woman accompanied by a cat? Certainly we today generally think of
cats as being "feminine" animals, while others, such as dogs (or Odin's wolves?) tend

to be thought of as "masculine."
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Freya's most famed possession is no doubt her necklace, the Brigsimgamen. This
piece of jewelry was made by dwarves, and legend has it that she paid for it by
sleeping one night with each of the four dwarves who fashioned it. Shocking though
this may be to some of us today, it is not so inappropriate for a goddess of love
and fertility--and it must have imbued the Brisingamen itself with mighty magical
powers by virtue of the tremendous energies involved.

If the items enclosed in burials are any indication, and we have every reason to
believe that they are, then nuts and apples were also signs of the goddess. Both are
common fertility symbols from classical. sources (Remember the apple in the Garden of
Eden?) and both were found in large quantites in the Oseburg ship burial which many
scholars think may have been the interrment of a Vanir priestess--probably a devotee
of Freya. Corn may have also been associated with Freya, as it was with Demeter and
other fertility goddesses further south.

While there is little evidence of an overt Freya cult during the Viking Age,
such an important goddess must have inspired worship in many circles, particularly
among women. It was she who taught the gods and humankind that form of magic called
aeidr, which has been ever since linked with her name. The best account we have of
geidr is from the Saga of Erik the Red, where a wandering wise-woman performs this
classically shamanic ritual to fortell the future. Seifr could be used for good or
evil, but it was considered shameful and perverse if practiced by males. This was
evidently because of some sexual aspects of this form of magic, although sex is not
involved in any of the accounts that have come down to us.

One of the more remarkable things about Freya is that she receives half of the
warriors who fall in battle and takes them to her hall in Asgard, Searfemir, while
0din takes the other half to his abode, Valhalla.

X4R+PTR 14U URA-DHL THLP4NRY

RUNIC MAGICK- An introductory primer
to the use of the Runes in ceremonial
magick. It's in Gnostica #53 just
$2.00 pp from Gnostica 213 E. 4th St.
St. Paul, MN 55164.
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NOW AVAILABLE FROM THE AFA'

A correspondence course in the religion, history and ethics of fsatrd
Write to us for information.

Gods and Worlds: Another Look at Reality. An essay on the deities of

our faith and on the nature of the process called real -= .50¢ each.
0din-B16t. -- The text of a ritual honoring Odin, as performed by the
Asatr( Pree Assembly. -- .20¢ each.
What is the Norse Religion? A basic leaflet explaining some of the
principles and concepts of Ksatrd. Single copies are free, larger order are
5¢ each.

The Prose Bdda of Snorri Sturluson, translated by Jean Young. One of
the ariginal sources for much of the surviving lore of Scandinavian Mythology.
Paperback -- $3.50.

The Elder Bdda, translated from the Old Norse by Paul B. Taylor and W. H.
Auden. At last available in paperback from England, this volume conmtains, in
poetic verse, many of the stories of gods and herves on which our knowled
our ancestral faith is based. --

EY.

Back issues of The Runestone are available at one dollar each. Write for
a list of available numbers.

We pay postage on all the above items.
A REMINDER: Also part of the AFA is our warrior fraternity, the Varangian
Guard, and our group specially devoted to the deities of growth and fertility,

People of the Lord and Lady ("Lord" and "Lady" being the translation of the
names Frey and Freya, respectively). Inquiries are ed!
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PHYSICAL FITNESS UPDATE

Physical fitness is an integral part of our religion. It affects everything
we do. It determines how much confidence we have or don't have, and it is a
factor in how others perceive us. In many situations it is quite literally a
matter of life and death. Certainly its importance to the Viking was pivotal,
when prowess in battle depended directly on strength and agility.

Like many of our readers, I have tried many different means of maintaining
my physical condition. For a while it was rumning, and I wore out more than one
pair of shoes slogging down country lanes and around asphalt tracks. Then it was
karate, with vigorous workouts which left my gi sopping with sweat and my body
hard. Weights had their day, until I decided I'd never quite make another Conan
the Barbarian. Then there was the Canadian Air Force program.
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Through it all I've managed to maintain a fair degree of fitness. Like
most of us, though, there are gaps in my efforts caused by laziness and by that
casiest of all excuses, lack of time.

My favorite excuse has evaporated, though, because of a new program ['ve em-
barked on which takes ten minutes a day, three days a week. The purpose of this
article is to recommend this program to you. It is adaptable to virtually any-
one, whether old or young, jock or sedentary. Thirty minutes a week is all it
takes. Compared to an hour or more, six times a week, as required for some work-
outs, it's nothing. The results, though, are excellent.

You can find this program outlined in Total Fitness in 30 Minutes a Week by
Laurence E. Morehouse and Leonard Gross (available for $1.95 in paperback, published
by Pocket Books). Dr. Morehouse is a professor of excercise physiology at UCLA
and helped design the exercise program for the American astfomauts, so he probably
knows what he's talking about. His co-author, Leonard Gross, wrote an outstanding
article on this method of staying in shape for the December 1977 issue of Playboy,
complete with photos and everything you need to know to start exercising.

The unusual effectiveness of this program lies in the fact that it is based
on the most important measurement of exercise--pulse rate. Thus the program is
completely individualized. And there's nothing to buy, either.

Look it over. I think you'll be as impressed as | was.

. + . *

LATE NoTicEes!

Cknck H"os \io.mho L 'Fr ee man on Novcnkcr
24 o Abour +imel_ __ our vhanks vo all whe qave him

Support _ _ _

A v e conracts Jisr — Miches) ) McAMu"A-Sol's_
P.O Bex 111, Jokier, TL ¢ou34 and Hans Svo;o\csnss , 10862~
Q% Streer | Ednonron, Alberta , Canada.

Jim Bruner , 103 Hermesa Ave " Hermose Beach : CA
90154 wants anyone interesred in $onmn3 a L.A. skep-
pslaq +o conract him_ -

While  we've gor your eye, lar us remnd you to
peTromize our advertisers - and he SURE to meavion

The R!noﬂ’enc ‘.
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THE UNICORN, BOX 8814, MPLS, MN 55408, WILL HAVE AVAILABLE
FOR YULE, A CHILD'S WISH BOOK, TO BE MAILED DEC. 7th. EACH
COPY WILL BE AUTOGRAPHED TO THE CHILD BY ANDRIUS, AND MATLED
DIRECTLY TO THE CHILD. FILLED WITH PAGAN AND CRAFT MAGICK

FOR ALL CHILDREN, A PERFECT GIFT REGARDLESS OF AGE OR SEX,
WITH PICTURES, STORIES AND FUN THINGS!: COST IS $5.00 POSTPAID.

BOOKS ON FREEDOM are what the Harleian Book Club specializes in.
Charter memberships are now available, free. FOR DETAILS WRITE
P.O. Box 1245, Florence, SC 29503.

THOR’S HAMMER

Reprocuced in Norway rom original 1ound in Viking buriel Mound Worn ss an
amulet. it Brought luck and prosperity 1o the ol Ona.
Such was the power of s Mammer,
hat he needed no oiher wespon 10 vanguish Nis loes It was invincibie e never lost

Large Powter amutet. 37 x 3, a bold pendant with & double-link adjustable
chain
71 Medium Pewter pendant, 27 x 27 with single-link adjustable chan
1 Tiny Sterling Siver Thor's Hammaer on a 15" Sterling Silver Chain, for the
Lagy Vikng

OLD NORWAY, Helen, Georgia 30545

ADVERTISE IN THE RUMESTOME !

Yes, The Runestone is now accepting advertising. Our NEW advertising
rates ladjusted for the sake of reality!) are as follows:

1/8 page - § 2.50 per issue (2¢"x33")
1/4 page - 5.00 per Issue (2§"x7*")
1/2 page - 10.00 per issue
Full page - 20.00 per issue

Ve reserve the right to reject any ad--but if you've got something of
interest to our readers, you'll find that advertising with us Is a
sound investment: Above rates are for camera-ready, black and white
copy.
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NEWS about someone you know!
arlton Press. i

s pleased 10 announce the
‘VIKING  HOAXES IN NORTH AMERICA

by Jeffrey R. Redmond
A scholarly work, hardbound, with
photo and map illustrations, that
analyzes the historical research
and archaeological finds used to
give evidence of the Vikings' early
voyages to North America.
The author gives all of the more
important anc known finds, and
offers accurate and concise data on
why they can be, or cannot be fully
considered truthful.
He in no way attempts to lessen the
great achievenents of the KNorsemen=-
only point out the lies, frauds,
and inaccurscies that have too long
been associated with them.
Yeou undoubtedly will want 10 obtam a copy of this fine
h‘.hhmﬁktwyw local booksiare, or you
mwcmmlnmﬂmm

Carlton Press. 1
umn AENLE NEW YORK NY 1008
Picase send me copees of

"VIKING"HOAXES IN NORTH AMERICA

My payment 2153, 95 per copy n enclosed. (Please add
60 1o cover pustage, packing and handling )
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