THE RUNESTONE

kI

]

THF h__arri_-hu_d_: e From 'l‘.'!__l."_, | &g
s i

s wor-k of ard, inlaid with silver,
testifies through the ages of the artistic sk

and their lowd for thelr weapons,
({Consrtesy Danish Musaum)




THE

The Runestone is a journal of the old Norse rel.glon and is dedicated
10 the revival of that religion as opitomized during the Viking Age, and 1
the revival of the values of courage, freedom, and personal Independence
which are assoclated with i1,

The Runestone is the official publication of the Viking Brotherhood
and |15 published quarterly, Subscriptions are 23, 00 per year Write
Stepheon A, McNallen, 6587, Baumholder, Postfach 114, West Germany

NORSE NOTES

One of the nicest publications we have seen lately is MHeimdal, a
slick magazine dedicated 1o the Norse cultural influence in Northern France
The IHustrations are superb. The only drawback 15 that s written in
French. If you are interested, see our ad for them elsewhere in this |ssue

We recently visited the International Book Fair 'n Frankfur!,
Germany - the largest of it's king, featuring 90. 8 per cent of the new
titles published in the world, It is disturbing o note haow many of these
boOKkS espoused the leftist line. I the publishing media is any way of Jjudging
ideological climate, we are all in lrouble! Especially noliceable were the
books equating (and lauding) Christianity and Marxism. All of which means
only thal we must continue and intensify our fight agains! these twin enemies

| ran across & passage describing a meeting of an underground
Christian church in Russia: "We were 100 in attendance. For you they are
100 people, but they are one spirit, one body, and one heart, ., We are one
man who bears the name "hundred' and this one common man ascends in
the light toward heaven. . . If you would live at least one minute of such
oneness, you too would not regret having given away everything for it,
As opposed as we are to the Russian slave masters, we still find such
mystical exclamations as this opposed to our very nature These poor
deluded Christians don't even realize that they are practising an extension
of the very collectiviam which oppresses them, Philosophically speaking,
the “"bad guys" play both sides of the street

Commaunism & Odiniom

In previous articles we have mentioned that the political philosophies
of both communism and fascism are anathema 1o Viking thought., With this
article we will deal with the former, having dealt with the latter in a previous
article.

The most evident reason that Vikings and communists are enemies is
simply that communism s an anti-individualist philosophy, while of course
we are viclently individualist, The communists have never tried to hide
their hatred of individualism; theirs has never been portrayed as other than
a collectivist belief,

Let us look atl the sort of person the communist despises. The Maoist
Bruce Franklin, In his "Chic Bleak in Fantasy Fiction" (Saturday Review,

15 July 1972) refers to M, G, Wells' The Time Machine - "it's hero is the
uniquely brilliant Time Traveller, who invents and builds - without the aid
of workers, finance capital, corporations, or the government - an ingenious
machine that allows him 1o conguer time by moving at his own personal will
through it. The Time Traveller is the ideal bourgecis intellectual. His
freedom is to be a pure individua!l, free from any society and superior to all,
limited only by his own will, "™ To the avowed communist this Is an absolutely
horrible thought., Imagine! A person who is (gasp) selfi-reliant! Not
dependent on the workers! And actually allowed 1o follow his own free will!
A person like that probably couldn't even be trusted 1o come clean at a self-
criticism session,

To find communism's answer to such bourgeois mentalities, let us
take a look at the process of education in Red China Surely here we can
learn what type of person the communists desire to produce, Rhea Menze!
Whitehead reports that education in China is not aimed at monetary SUccess,
prestige, or"even Iindividual satisfaction, but the following of Mao Tse-Tung's
concept of serving the people'. This must have something 1o do with serving
death warrants, oo, since Mao killed millions of his countrymen who refused
10 accept communism, She goes on to say that "the Chinese are confident that
they can create a new man and a new soclety in which the needs of others
come before those of self", Of course, this creates a problem ; "Many
teaching technigues considered standard practice in America are regarded by
the Chinese as individualistic and antisocial. Choice is collective rather than
individual™., In other words, what "I" want doesn't really matter, it's what
“we' want that is important, Again, individualism is the loser,
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Maybe things are better in sunny Cuba. But a glance at the available
literature ceadens that hope. Even the circulos, or day care centers for
young children, "emphasize the group rather than the individual™, This
theme is pounded home 1o the children in hopes of creating the New Cuban
Man, who seems remarkably like the New Chinese Man. Instead of cele-
brating an individual child's birthday, a collective birthday party Is given
where all the children born in a particular month celebrate their birthday
together. The key phrase In Cuba is "collective consciousness"”. The com-
munists are out to remake Cuban society by "encouraging collective living,
group rewards, and 'antiegoist' psychology” The individual is nothing;
the state is everything. And so personal freedom, as we know it, is carefully
weeded out in the educational system as In the lives of adulits, As Chairman
Mao says "Man has an aimost infinite potential for re-education" Some of
us would call it brainwashing.,

Jean Larteque's description of the Vietminh in The Centur lons pic-
tures the result of communism, that New Marxist Man the Red Frankensteins
are laboring 10 mold: "All these termites looked Indistinguishable, and their
faces betrayed no expression of any sort, not even one of those primitive
feelings that sometimes disrupt the inscrutabliity of Asiatic features: fear,
contentment , hate or anger. Nothing, The same sense of urgency impelled
them lowards a common bul mysterious goal which lay beyond the present
fighting. This hive of sexless Insects seemed 10 operate by remole contro
as though somewhere in the depths of this enclosed world there was a
monstrous queen, a kind of central brain which acted as the collective
consciousness of the termites, "

The cowardice of the communist system and its unspoakable cruelty
is enough to sicken our Norse forefathers. Yea, we killed « bul we were
always willing to meet our foemen in combal We didn't herd them into slave
labor camps and we didn't tlamper with their minds; their innermost selves.

We occasionally used torture = but remember |1 was a thousand years or more
ago, and we were cortainly no more cruel than other peoples of our time.

The communists, on the other hand, have slaughtered m ons of Innocent

and unarmed people, without giving them the dignity of a fighting death They
do not respect bravery In their enemies and their tortures are more cruel than
anything since the Inguisition,

Often | have had people tell me, "If communism as Karl Marx originally
conceived it could be implemented, it would be a good thing. Today's 'commun-
ist! states are actually heresies of his basic teachings. " These people are
succumbing to one of the worst fallacies in political science, Surely, the slave

-

camps, the secret police, and the repressions are an evil thing in them-
selves. But even if none of these features could be found in Russia or
China or Cuba or any of the other Red nations, and even if the communist
system had proven its ability 1o adequately feed, house, and clothe its sub-
jectis, the essential evil of communism would still remain, undiluted and as
strong as ever it was. Communism would still deny the individuality of man,
and this is something that just can't be sugarcoated. The iron fist in a vel-
vet glove is still essentially an iron fist, "Brave New World" is thoroughly
as rotten as Orwell's world of Newspeak and Ingsoc

Let there De no doubl, The Viking Way could not exist in 8 commun-
Ist worid, and a communist world |s exactly what the communists are plan-
ning and working for. We who follow the Norse gods must! oppose them on
every front, domestic and foreign, and throw them back into the pit from
which they came. Individualism, and its corresponding responsibility on
the part of the individual, must survive the present storm,

I MPRESSIONS * = wcc v vess

Because of its polytheistic tenets, the Norse religion may be classi-
fied as the antithesis of Christianity. While the Catholic Church of 1oday

may be assumed 10 be more lolerant, still it is obviously not about to give

credence to pagan philosophies.
But when Cheistianity was in its ascendancy, it may be said to have

been not merely the opposite of paganism, but its arch enemy. As it spread
triumphantly across Europe, this new religion relentlessly vanquished all
former beliefs, and the Norse can be counted as one of its victims, as it
sarnk temporarily before this formidable onslaught.

However , Christianity's victory over the religion of the Vikings was
patently a triumph in the ares of men's minds, rather than on any heroic
battiefield, and If it had been merely a contest of arms, il is quite possible
that the issue would not have been s0 unevenly selttied,

Still, from a position of overwheiming strength, Christianity did, to
its shame , impose its doctrines upon many unwilling postulants, and the
"batties™ were certainly one-sided. Later, the armies of Christendom
tried valiantly , and not quite so successfully, to vanquish the hosts of Asia,
probably because Islam had already accepted the concept of the one God,
as personified in Allah, and this was, consequently , purely a contest of
broadsword against broadsword, without the added psychological advantage
of a supernatural stimulus to either combatant.
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Oddly enough, the evidence does not appear entirely conclusive
that Jehovah, who later became the one God of the Christians, was not regarded
merely as a tribal god by the Israelites themselves, albeit their god., As a
matter of fact, the Bible clearly records that other gods besides Jehovah
figured in the religious rites of the Israelites at various periods of their
history.

Can the modern Vikings, then, in this day and age, proclaim their
belief in the many robust gods of their precursors, without being considered
“barbaric"? In light of the above conclusions, they certainly can, and any
attempt by contemporary measure to discredit such beliefs cannol be sup-
ported by any incontrovertible evidence.

At any rate, the Viking gods may be said to differ from all other

9ods in one major respect. Unlike the others (including even the savage

practices of Africa and Oceania) they do not require obeisance or propit-
iation from their adherenis, but rather challenge them to be gods unto them-
selves, exhibiting their godliness by deeds of valor and fearlessness, and
to approach that final hour of cosmic doom in glorious personal aggrandize-
ment rather than in a supine state of surrender to an (dentical fate oriented
towards a concept of implacable deity.

The use of drugs has become truly epidemic in our society. A

recent survey (September 1975) states that 20% of all Americans gver the

f ¢! has experimented with marijuana. Use of other drugs,
while not so universal, is still extremely high. Drugs have fundamentally
altered our way of life - things will not be the same after acid rock,
psychedelia, drug-inspired mysticism, and the dope politics of the 1960s.
A huge gap has been blown in the lines of defense which we have erected
around our culture. The drug revolution is a basic assault on Western val-
ues, bringing with it the influences of the mystical East. It is no accident
that astrology, Eastern occultism, and the mysticism of formiessness have
invaded us as never before - this resurgence bears a direct relationship
1o the damage done 10 us by the drug “culture", If you don't believe me,
ask Timothy Leary!

It is logical that there is a correlation between the culture of a
people and their use of mind-altering chemicals, The pooples of the East have
long had their opiates and their hashish, the tropical peoples their magic
vines. The Siberian shamans used various psychotropic chemicals, and
certain elements of their shamanism were incorporated into our own Odinic
religion (here it would be well to remember that shamanism is not a religion,
but a technigue). On the whole, however, the only drug which left a truly

significant impression on the Norse pecples was alcohol, which even today
ranks as the mos! widely used - and abused - drug in the West. There seems
to be a fundamental difference between the alcohol-using cultures and the
cultures using drugs other than alcohol, a difference noted by gurus and
their followers. Alcohol—uﬂng societies tend 1o be violent |, self-agssertive,
aggressive, and extroveried, drug-using societies lend to be passive,
collectivist, non-viclent , and introverted. It does not take a degree in
sociology or pharmacology 10 see which classification exemplifies our own
ideal culture!

Al the same lime, we must not condone excess n the use of alcohol.
Even the Eddas speak against drunkernness and loss of self-comtrol, Worse
than this would be the use of alcoho! as a crulch, as false courage. The
true warrior does not noed this or any other false support. Even the ber -
serker's fury seems 10 have been imported from the |ycanthropic rites of
the paleo-Siberians

Drugs have been cpposed on many grounds, mostly medical. Despite
intense reading on the subject | have never encountered any article or book
which opposed drugs on the Dasis that they are contrary 1o our basic culture
and can only subtwert that culture. This fact in l1sel! shows how far our
degeneration has progressed,

The sutwersive aspect of the drug scene (s apparent when It is viewed
as part of a syndrome. The use of drugs goes hand-in-hand with radical poli-
tics, utopian schemes , and the protest movement. There is no doubt which
ond of the political spectirum has reaped the greatest profit from the drug
revolution - a revolution which was largely iratigated by sympathetic ele-
ments in the media

As we stated earlier, the situation has become epidemic Our culture
has been shaken, Millions of dollars of tax money has been diverted 10 “"solve"
the problem at a time when our lax-weary people can leas! stand the sirain
Crime has skyrocketed; the pimp and the pusher have become folk heroes 1o
the lower segments of our society. We have been sorely wounded, The odds
are turned against us, Still, it is under adverse conditions that we have
always fought our best fights, And fight we must! The arug "culture™ must be
stopped. Social scceptance of drugs must cease. We must turn the tide,

How? Begin at home! Are your chilgren into orugs? Do you know how
to educate them (as opposed 10 Indoctrinating them) 10 avoid drugs? What kind
of eaxample do you set for tham?T Are you always coming home from the club
arunk, or runing 10 the medicine chest for a tranguillizer when things get
rough? After you've gotten yourse!! and your kids straightened out, look around
you. i your friends or acguaintances are into dope - and this applies largely
10 students - iry 10 discourage i1, without preaching so hard that you lose all
influence altogether. Now branch out still further, Write letters 10 Newspapers ,
10 magazines, 1o people in places of power. Locate the anti-drug office in your
state goverrnment. Educate yourse!f.

Drugs must be stopped. You can play a part. Your efforts are needed
Act now!




REVIEW

Religlous Attitudes of the Indo-Europeans by Hans Glinther

This is a beautiful book. Professor Glinther does an inspired job of
capturing the essence of Indo-European religiosity in all of its expressions,
from the Indus to the Atlantic. This slim volume Is devoid of all excess and
clutter, and contains more documentation and erudition than many massive
tomes.

Professor Glnther does not write here on religion in the sense of
specific religious movements among the Indo-Europeans, of hierarchies of
gods, or of recurring motifs S0 much as he does of the fundamental attitudes
from which all of this springs. He captures the essence of the religious mot-
ivations of the Indo-European peoples rather than dealing with its specific
manifestations.

| cannot agree with Professor Glnther on each of his statements,
especially in one section where he declares the presence of Odin in Norse
thought to be a foreign element. While certain aspects of the god Odin may in
fact be related to the shamanism of the early Siberians, few authorities today
would argue that the great god himself is an importation. In this context it is
appropriate to recall that shamanism is not a religion so much as it is a
technique.

Glnther's penetrating analysis of our present predicament is uncanny.
He says 50 many fine things that it is hard to know which of his statements to
select for quoting. One would be his comment that "Thomas Jefferson. . .
sought to see his people as a nation of Teutonic yeomen and distrusted trade
and the upcoming industry of the cities, which he regarded as foes of freedom,
Jefferson sought to protect the freedom and dignity of the individual man from
the state, to which he therefore wished to allow only a minimum of power. To
preserve this farmer aristocracy enjoying Indo<-European freedom he sought
to avoid a centralised state in favour of a loose federation or association of
the former English colonies. But after the agricultural era, the urbanization
and industrialization of the industrial era brought into being the city masses
whose need for security became greater than their real or pretended urge to
freedom. Security against (in the Indo-European sense) destiny - cowardly
security against all difficult situations in life - can only be achieved in a state
based upon bureaucracy, a state which is therefore, of necessity, inhuman,
The excessive number of patronizing departments and repressive laws, as well
as the large number of officlals in dependent positions, gradually stifles the
freedom of any individuals still capable of a dignified and courageous conduct
of life,

You can order his book from The Clair Press, 111A Westbourne Grove,

London, W, 2, England. If they don't have it, try Noontide Press, Box 76062,
Los Angeles, California.

This section of The Runestone is set aside for
the subject of individual action to support our ecology, ECO COR
for two reasons. First, our religion is a religion of
nature, of the free and the wild places on the Earth,

Secondly, the worsening ecological crisis will result |n
more requlation and less freedom, unless we solve it ourselves,

The poliution of our waterways is abetted by the fact that so
many of our sewers are operating above their planned capacity. There
are steps you can take as an individual to reduce this pollution. Courtesy
of Erwironmental Action, Inc, , they are:

* Don't use the toilet as a dispose-all, The avernge tollet uses five
gallons of water per flush - so don't throw paper towels, cigarette
butts, disposable diapers, tampon tubes, or similar items into the
toilet, because these aren't good for the sewage pumps, Use only
a moderate amount of toilet paper.

* Avoid pouring chemicals into the drain, Use a plunger rather than

chemicals for clogged drains. Never pour pesticides down the drain.

Don't use garbage disposals, because they increase the load that
your house imposes on the sewer system by 25%.

* Don't pour coffee grounds or grease down the drain,

* Use sand instead of salt on driveways and sidewalks during icy
weather. Persuade the highway department to do |ikewise. All
this salt water ends up in the sewer system eventually.

By doing the above things on your own initiative, you will be doing
your part to clean up our rivers and, in the long run, our oceans, Our
ancestors sailed seas and rivers which were clean and free from pollution.
Let's work to see that when our children make their voyvages of rald and
exploration, they sail the swan-road rather than the sewage-road.

Thoughts on Death

Death is hardly a populsr sabject; in fact, it is not generally considered & topic of polite canversation.
However, since death is fundsments]l to macters of religlon, we must break this taboo, erected by the squeamish,
and give the matter some comsideration.

While meditating on death, | have amived at a few basic ideas which [ wish to offer 10 cur resders for
their contideration,

1. Each one of us has & lifespen which is subjectively of the same length. The only moment that any of w
Bat is the ever-alusive pow, The past is only memery and the future ouly hopes. Does 2 man of seventy have
move memories than s youth of twenty ? In the h of the "wub ", yes, but does be have maore
readily st bis dispessl? How many memories can one peron effectively utilize ” [n some regards, them, it matters
sot at all how Jong ouwr life span is by objective standards, for an old man will not feel that he has lived longer
than has & young man. The gbjective feeling, ar opposed to the subjective, is important, however, for it is &
mesnure of what one has sccomplished in one's life. For this resson we experience 4 sense of lows when 2 person
dies in the flower of youth without baving schieved his persosal goale, A Full life, cut short, is thus better than
& dull and purposeless one dragged out to lesgth.

2. Death is sot the end of life, but caly 2 major change - one thet is oftes reumatic and violent, but not
the end per pe. This, however, is only an opinion, based on parapeychology snd oe the Eddas,
3, If death is nothing more than total extinction, then there i 0o cawe for alarm or fesr, for we shall
sever know it. In this sense also, death Is an lihsion, for to be, death must be-to-w. If we cease o exist,
death cansot exist,
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4 The death rate for warriors Is exactly the same s+ that for people (o geatler ways of life - one per
pemon, soouer or later,

5. As the Eddas say,
"Wealth dles,

A ‘““f T he Odinist Committee

| hmow ane thing
that never dles, A N\ COMMITTEE FOR THE RESTORATION OF THE ODINIC RITE

the verdict o sach man dead".

Therefore let w be as the Vikings are described by Howsnd La Fay in his book, The Viking - i 10, Trinity Green,
“wholly to love with Hie, and half in love with death” for desth can 30 @ w0 harm, Rather, lot w Nve w0 1 y 1 E 1
the fullest, & Nie of richoess and purposs, o+ befis people of our ok, making the most of the spes ~ONnGaon, e
sllotted ws by the Noms,

Ake Juupe publishes an interesting

P .
?‘ m"“ I‘c "“ U periodical in Swedish which we
: recommend.
= Write to:

Yostarduy, s | write this, was 11 Fagmoen (n the way that owr people reckon time, or 11 November Midgardsbladet
Lindvalisgat 15 4+r

in the parlance of others, It was o duy sacred 0 owr religlon, the Fesst of the Elaheriar, Lo my meditetion
o0 this duy | reebiand severs] facts for the flse time, which | wish 0 share with you, 117 36 Stockholm

Sweden
This dey bonoes the wemian of owr people, of 0w clan, who fought sobly snd well sad heve diea
My mind thought of those men who fought with Armistw ot Teutobergerwald - with the pagen Sasom whe
fought for thelr Seedom ageinst Charlemay he grest Ragmar, who teched Purls snd died fighting (o he
it of snakes - those Nomemen whoe spubke up for the sncestra] belie®s againet the tyrammy of Olaf Tryggvesen,
the Daitor. | alio remembered those of 0w peogple Ln more recent tmes who, though led sitrey Som owr ”
native faith, il fought with the viger inherent (n owr kind - from the Alamo to the Ardennes (on hoth — Here's another group of followers
sides of thet tagedy), and (o Kores, Maleys, Vietaam, snd ¢ thousand other 1ot - of the old Norse gods:

The eleventh day of Novembar, or Fogmoon, s « mont wwuwusl day. It s the Feast of the Eluhertar, ~—dpy - — The Odinist Movement
of the Chosen Ones, bt consider will more: 1t Is the evigina] Armistios Day, on which the Flost Workld War . Box 731
anded, It Is the birth dete of Conarsl Coorge L. Petion, resowned for his fighciag splrit, and It s one day Adelaide St

sfter the anniversary of the founding of the U, 5. Marine Corpe. What & martia] day! Toronto 210
Ontario, Canada

The grownd outside s cold now, snd oo | write, the sarly snow s falling. Yot thare can be
desolation when one thinks of owr clan, snd the way in which those who went before w and made the grest
sacrifice are with ws still, May we always revere them and make welcome thetr spiris «  and above all,
may we never sumender the marvelouws heritage they have pased W .

GNOSTICA: NEWS OF THE AQUARIAN FRONT IER is America's
most respected Occult journal, a monthly paper featuring reliable,
soundly researched articles, columns, and occult fiction by experts
In the flelds of Astrology, Witchcraft, Neo-Paganism, Magic,
Parapsychology and more, Sample copies are 50¢ each, subscrip-
tions are $5/year for 12 issues, Write: GNOSTICA: NEWS OF

L) LA
THE AQUARIAN FRONTIER, P.O, Box 3383-R, St, Paul,
MN 55165,
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