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2E RUITSTOIL is 2 journal of the old norsesreligion and is
dedicated to revival of that religion as epitomiczed during the
Viking .ge, and to the revival of the vélue: of ccurcgc; frcedom and
personal independence which are asscciatcd with it. The wnestone is
the offical publication of the Viking Brotherhocd and is published
quarterly. Subscriptions arc 82,00 per ycar in the U,S. and Canada,
$3.00 per year overscas. UWrite THE RUIL.TOIT, Box 2552, "ichita Palls

Toxas 76307.

12200001 TIOTICE fot0tnttleyy
We at The Runestone thought wc would remind you =% Ddison
Marshall's book THE VIKIIIG has becn reprinted in the r'per

by ..von Books, The Hearst Corporztion, 959 Ligth ’ve, ¥ York, I'Y
GZT OUT THELE U BUY w==== P.C/LS

ODIi' LIVES! bumber stickers arc back im sale for I a piece,

The THOR'S hammer's are at the movement are difii-1t to get

our jewcrler has moved . But he left the equipment wit. “he Nunestone

and will be in production again very soon, To those wi drdered beforec

I am sorry for the delay but the hammers miss cast ti>: times, In

“he future there will be no more delays.

A SFECIAL THAMWS POR TIN EEERS'S ILLUSTR.TICI [ THE COVER

AND THROUGH OUT THE ISSUE.
The Editor

@ anvongrea
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A Viking Prayer

Included in thisc issue of The Hunestone is a Viking prayer. 7Je
have no way of knowing how closely It may rcsemble any prayer actually
uttered by a grizzled jlorseman preparing to do tattle, gut this is not
really relevent, The important thing is that it expresses in highest
form the beauty of the lorse rcligion - in it is found the simplicity,
the bravery , and the self-rcliance which made the Viking way grecst,

In it you will find no appeal to a higher being for safty or for
victory. This alone nmakes the Viking prayer unique, at least as compared
to anything cxtant today. Christain prayers arc usually full of bresst
beatings, the repressed fears of hell of of temporcl failure, and the
torrors of death - there is nonc of this in our prayer. The Viling
must overcome his fear of death by his owm sheer strength, not by
leaning on Christain anasthesicz, Ve ask no favors of our geds, for
this wouvld malc us dependent on them and indebted to them, and such is
the anathema of freedom and the ;'orse religicn. ;bout the closest thing
to the ilorse prayer which comes to mind is ananecdote told avout
General George Patton, It was a well known fact thet the gencral prayecd
before going into battle, and it wes once askced of him if it was for
victory that he prayed. He replied "o, I praycd that I might try my
best," or words to that effect. Lvcn this valorous kind of prayer
folls short of th spirit found in thc Viking Prayer,

It is truec that at timcs the Vikings would petiticn their gods,
in much the Christain mammer. It is difficult to ascertain how much
of this is in the truc pagan tradition, as most of our records were
taken down by Christains or at lcast partly - Christianiged Scandina-
vians, Onc report of praying (pctitioning) pog decls with mcrchants
proying to Prcy for good business, Surely this is indefensible, but
it must be rccognized that mcrchants are not werrior's and cannot
be expeeted te live by a werrior's standards.

n

It would be ensy for us to cast blame¢ on our predessors, but
perhaps it is emsier in this day end timc to sce just what we have lost,
Our ancestors werc btrave men and true, but philosophical abstractions
just were not their horm of mead. They could not forsce the monster
thzt Christianity would become, or shry the fornm that the Prost Glants
of collectivism would take in their assault on the individualism of
the Vikings of today. We have no such excuse, &nd thus our rcsponsi-
bility is all the greater.Pcerhcopoin some smcll way the Viking prayer
will help us to fullfill that responsibility.
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Heroecs and Hercism

Herodsm is a word which is bounced about a lot when talking atout
our religious ancesters, and perhaps it is time that we get down to
defing what it is we arc talking about. Vhat is hercism, anyway? Jhat
makes & men a hero? Arc hero¢s reclevant or even
like that which we have ®pday? 'hat about prosen

y heroes?

-

The dictionary isn't much help when we try o get o precise
definition of 2 hero., Webster's gives a great number of meanings for
the word, sc many that it Is pointess to list them 211 herc., Suffice
to say that a grcat number of meanings of "heroism™ axre possible. Yet
this is ducking the point - what we want to know about Viking herces.
Ifter all, the Grecks had heroe:c and covntrics today have what are
called herces, toco, Whet 18 the différence?

Eroadly speaking, 2 hero is one who displays grcat courage,
ability, strenth and the like. The soldier, the astronzut, the poet -
all of these can be, and often have been, the he 8 of their respect-
ive audiences. But all this 15 still much toe i
and again we must ask, "vhat abtout Viking her ?" Sure, the Vikings
valued courage, 2bility, and strenth, but =0 hove 2 great many other
# pooples throughout history. What scts us apart? 3

Ldith Hamilton, thc popular writcr on mythology, scems to have
the ansuor, and the a nswer is to be found in the [‘orse gods. You sce,
the jlicrse gods are in nany respects different from the gods of most
other peoples in that they are so humans-like, True, they are larger
than-life, but they differ from mortazl men more in sheer magnitude
than t:;g do in essence. They bicker and gquarral, drink mead, make
love, in general behave gquite & letlike supcr-hunans rather than
cuperhumans. And herein lies the key - they are invinceable. They
can bte defeated and ocutsmarted, and in fact the proprecy of the
sceress stetes that some bleak day they will be Ceféeated in thunderous
bettle with evil monsters., It is this veFy vulnerability that makes
them heroic. ilo immortal god, no invinceablc Olympian deity who can
rnever mow defeat or death can ever be a herc in the ‘orse sense of
the term, because he can never know courage Or preserverence -'he has
ro need of these. What glory is therc to battle if you are taking M0
rizl: of death or injury? Yhat thrill can struggle hold for the unbeat-
able? He who knows no danger knows no valor.

cable in a society

recise for our purpesc

|

v

4 great rosponc1b111t¥ is ours, a grcat lond has been placed
on us - namcly, to insurc that the spirit of heroism in its purcet
and finest form doca not diseppear under the a elts of its encmies

"This times imperil its surrivel as they have never done before, and

our task is clcar. Ve are mot alone, though, as there are many out-
side our religion who feel as we do and who would not se¢ the spirit
of the heroes vanish, lleverless, we must becomc the scedbed and
spiritual source of such @ revival, as it scenms no one clse will,

The hero - brave in battle} true to his word, nobdle of charater must
not disappear from this beleagard world. Ve must carry on that heri-
tage handed us by thocc wino have gone before us. Remeber, the Vikings
provided the basis fcr what later became chivalry.

Deaxr ODIT,

Can you believce it? Someone who doescen't kncw the way we think
accused*us of warahigping you! I wonder what sort of person it takes
to demcan their god by wordhipping him, thus making him into nothing
more than a keeper of slaves. Or moybe a keeper of sheep would be a
better analogy (don't the followers of one god cven take pride in
calliﬁg their god a shepherd in-their fables? Whot a low opinion they
must wve of hin, or of themsclvus, or both). e Vikings will never
make you inteo such a lowly sort, 0din, Its not that we deny your
greatness at 211, but to worship you, to grovel on bended knec to
you, would insult you and shamc us, and destroy the very things in
which we believe. o promblem though - we 'orsencn don't grease our
knees, - -

Dear ODII,

They were putting out thc line the other doy that pogen myths
were far cut and silly, totally unbelievable, ond patently non-real.
They said thot any reasonable person will stick to the good old ond
same Christoin faith, But-I couldn't £ind anyone who could explain té
me why angels were rcal but Valkyrics w.re¢ inpossible, or how Jesus
drove out demons but THOR couldn't have killcd trolls becausc there
arep't any such cr atures, Or why worriors don't go to Vahalla but
saints go to heaven, or why you are myth but thcir god is for real.

L. IGPIFPION OF MYTH —— S7WOIR'S RLLIGION OTINR THAMN YOUR OW:'?
Pagons --find others with ycur intcrest and start your own

SIEPPSL.G. rite The Runestone for more information on the organization
of the skeppslag and =lso for thc formel rituals of PAGAIL holiday.
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ilodern iitch Cults and the  ‘orze Religion

Like his gods, the Iorscmen knows that it is his mortality w
gives him the opportunity to be heroic. It iz from this knowledge
the lalgze~-foirc relationship between the nmodern Viking and his o
stins - if the Viking was under the protcction of his gods, he cou
hardly be a hero. i- '

The Runcestono, as most of our rcaders
have motictd, cdvertiscs largely in publication
de~ling with the psychic ond with the various
pagan and witch cults which have grown promiont
during the last fow ycars, One might well ask,
then, what is the rclationship of our revived

This last statement perhaps shows why heroes in the Viking tr B2y - B ! ol
tion arc rare today. len rcconvli sh great deeds of daring and ‘ Jors@iEeligion to thece groups which it secms
bravery - after praying to their god fo r ‘victory. They promise to €. | 50 r:namblt‘and . Wh?°§ pobliceSEtEndt advertises
if it is their god's will, Should they be victorious, they give nl. p. | , = 27 ?? this QTTZCIY' e CONDEIE slqil*ritiei
of the credit and glory to their god, whose simple instrument they wer i ' i de ﬂ*f’;‘;f"‘,‘: be fo Urd betweyn oursclves ond
T?ey roclaim t??t he is on their side anéd are cor‘idontl'h t beca the witcheroft novement of today.
of th they wi conguer het they have done, tragical is to L + o o4 = . 2
their stutug to that of nQrL things - to tuat 6{ t;g’e to be used ] Pirst lo“u” take the simil m;th;. Tc burxn\with, hot; the j‘erse
by their god. ilo, the true heroic tradition is not to be found her | faligion and the religion of tho witches is non-christain, This in
Yy itself si o strong id cntifyin, factor in meny places of the world.
Indeed, we seem to tc 1iving in a non (or anti!) heroic age, What is "worsc", we don't fit into Judadism, Islim, Buddhism, Shinto,
"Jociety" or "heredity" arc assumed the total shapers of man's deg* or any of the -other cccepted "major religions of nonkind®, According
and man is viewcd as & helpless creature tossed about by forces the to adherents of some other creeds, we don't even officially cxist,
beyond his comphrehension and - oh, how I hate the phrase! - "Forn ] ~fter all, docsn't everybody know that heathens don't have a religion?
inte a world he never made." Having despaired because he was dendc: | Rt s S :
privilege to choose his world before he wis borm into it, he lacks In addition to being non-Christain, our two groups share a
the sheer guts to make it cver according to his desires once he has " comuon history of persecution ond violent reprus-ion. lurderd
o burned grove, and destroycdtrndi s mark thc inroadc of the

arrived. Instead of the builders and shapers, we seem to have an
inordinate supply of crybables who throw up their hands to "fate",
Where are the men whe declored defiently .t they werc the master:
their fate and the captains of their souls ovies and novels now
have confused and catatonic anti-heroes r»?hr* than heroes, though
therce are some brillisntexceptions. But all in 21l herocs are lecaixr
ground. The anti-heroes have even oven cnlisted science on their s:
with the work of behaviorlist psychologists such as J.P.Skinner wh ’
declares that all we do is nothing more than a set of responses 1i

into our tcrritoriecs, This, too, a page of history that doe
cfficially exists = the'Church of the Onc True God cnon obvious
commit an cvil act (act if thore was anything wrong with burnin
herctics!).

lizions gencreally
" Heaven and Hell arc
ent witches 1is just

Todoy, both of our religions care
considercd on the outer fringes of p
C

realitics, but the idea of Vahalla

R ——————— ——

those which motivated Pavlov's dogs, I'rcedom thus becomes an illusi R too, too much,
and Skinner tells us therc is ne “autonomous man® within uvs who .
ssesses free will, Since cither blame cr credit then becomes > 48 o lest point of similarity, both witcher~ft and the s
fglc, therc can be no such thing as h&rli;h. Skinner's thcories as: religion admit to the existonce of cmens, psychic ability, and magic
2 lot that they shouldn't, and overlook a wealth of date which woul as a part of life. g
disprove him, but many pcople can bte expected to be swayed by writl . = ‘
such os his, But thcre arc also L7, X pronounced diffcrence
" betwecn the VVay of WICC. N\ . ,\ and the Uay of the

One reason why heroism scems to be on the decline may lay in = VIZING. /. very bosic one (: Be i is that the witch
egalitarrien spirit and the ultrcdemocritization of our age. The cults are primarily esot- :}35':; g erie where we ore
massecs, jealous of their newly-won stotus, do not want to sec hero mainly exoterie, Ourn is b i AL not a secrct sccxf;y
because the existcnce of heroes implies that someonc is actually or a hush-hush fraternity, ” "w / and our truc doctrines
better than another - and a thougat 14 that they can't stand, IS arc not nidden by syoolism i or allegory, or at
result, they chop down heroes at every oppotunity. lcast not to the depth that ~a-d is found in the witch

culte.

Where can heroism be found today? In the profession of arms, © {
course, and on the atheletic ficld., These two are ofjvious and are Related to this is the different outlook we hove on psychic
more highly revered thon others. Yet there is room for hiroics in phenciicna, Though the llorscmen rccognized the existence of such -
daily 1ives, too = and cach of us must scclk it out as best we con. things, and despite the fact that they play.d on active and .
Even rclatively mundanc things can be done in & heroic fashion, important part in-his 1ife, there wes no consclous a:tonp? to
though every person must try to add to nhis life those not so mundc manipulate or to direet such foreces. There virs, te b suPy, wise
features which will make life morc exciting, more challenging - me:
heroic,




nen and women to whom one could go if it was noccsasry to sec the

future or to have an omen intorproted, but the Torscmen as a whole
were not intercsted in developing such telents, In faet, many-acts
of magic were considered demeaning, sonething tc be avoidcd %y the
warrior. In most other surviving pagon rcligions, much ¢mphpsis is
placed: on. the acquisition of paranormal powers and on the working

of magic, and such matters actuclly scoem to dominate the whole of

the religion, 4 o

There arc profound philosophical differencce between our way and
the way of most of those who 2re a part of the occult resupgence.
\'e are individualists, while nysticisms often deny thet individuality,
considering it an illusion., 'or thic reason they tend to abthorn
violence, whereas we can bo extremcly violont and consider a death
ty fighting to bo the best possible way to die.

Despite these differences, the various similarities - beings
2 minority, non-Chrietain religion - make it profitatle for us to
gdvorticc in publications dcaling with the occult and with witch-
craft, because it is here that we may find large numbers of pecple
who have bocome alicnated from Christainity. everless, we must
remember that we are different im many rcspects, with our own goals,
ideas and identity which soporate us from all others in the field.
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~ The Por Voyages —

Huch of antiquity has been irrevocably lost, as any historinn
or archaeologist will readily asroc., It iz only in comparativoly
recent times that we nave begun to realize just how far-flung were the
adventuring expeditions of the Vikings. Sage zccounts which describe
whet could only be a ceries of voyages to liorth .merica have becn
verified by remains found on that continent, and the possibility of
Norse reuncstoes as far aficld as 'Oklahoma ralse excitng questions.
The theory that the feathered serpent god of the Incas, Quetzalcoatl,
was a Viking is not a new one. /dnmittedly this is one heck of a long
way from Scandinavia, but eait there iz more! .. recent article in
Pate discusses reports of old ships, apznrently of Viking and Spanish
origin, which have been seen buried in the sand of the Imperial
valley in California. The ide~ of finding ships stranded the deaert
is not so wacky as it might sound at firat, since the Imzericl valley
is located below sea level and until comparativcly recent times the
area was an inland arm of the sca. !

‘.. That some of the shifc th~t have been seen are of Viking origin

is evidenced by the descriptions brought bac': by witnessesz who have
seen these mysteripus hulks, now so far from their natural element,
one . MrB; Botis of Julian, California, saw one of these vessels in what
is not Desert State ‘Park and, after carefully committing ite appearence
to memory, returned to the Julisn public library and studied all the
pictures of ships available there. It was her verdict that the ship,
with its long, carved prow and places for shields along the gunwalces
was indeed a Viking Ship. Unfortunately, the artifact was buried in

the Long Beach earthquake of liarch, 1933.

iround 1930 a man named Santiago Socia saw what may have been the
same vessel, and said that carved into the rock ncar the ship was
writing which was neither Inglish nor Spanish. His description is
quite similar to th. t of lrs. Potts and others who have seen this
and similar maritime artifacts in the area,

The traditions of several Indian tribes may corrolorrate these
accountas, which by themselves would seem a little ineredible. To
guote the article, "Several Arizona tribes declarc that a band of tall
red-bearded white men, fierce fighters with spears and battle axes
and protected by metal shirts" invaded them and forced them to mine
gold and silver for them, Them had arrived in a ship which sailed up
a2 large river in the arca, but were never to return to their to their
home = they were gradually isclated and killed by the Indians. .nd to
this day there are Indians in western /rizona who have blue eyes,
red hair and light skin - the genetic remains of [orthmen?

On the island of Tibturon in the Gulf of California live the last
of the once-great tribe of the Seri. They, too, have a tradition of
tall, fair men with white hair who came in a "long toat with a head
like a srsnke" and eventually intermarried with the local population
The hereditary results are visible today in the few hundred surviving
Seri.

What are we to make of all this? There is indeed fascinating
evidence of a circumstantial nature to indicate that the sons of the
Northland travelled much farther than scholars give them credit, and
left their calling cards, which are still evident. Here is where the
pedant must stop and the dreamer commence - what sights did these
chronic wanders see? What adventuresa what epic dramas were enacted
under skies which had never seen the progeny of ODIN? How did they
mect their end? How far from thelr home thses hardy seamen carried
their culture, their religion, their very world!

Ite is a pity that no records of these events survived years - if
indeed, they worc even set down. Surely a more rcusing and thought
provoking saga would be hard to find.

mmmmmmee NOTICE —==s=ee==

If anyone of our subscribers would liko to contribute to The
Runestone in the form of writings, illustrations and poott{. pIease
Tecl Iree to send your material to us. We will consider all nmanuscripts
and drawings. The Iditor and. llustiator is runining out of ideas
and would appreciate any help that can be offer. ..g2in we reserve the
right not to accept any manuscript that does not sult our purpose.




I would like to sulmit the theory, which moy or may not be ori-
ginal, that the Midgard Serpent was none othcr than one of the species
of "sca monsteéers™ or “sea serpents” which have allegedly been scen
by sailors down throu the centuries and which are still being
sg:ttcd today. Hundreds of such reports exist, most by veteran seamen
who were thoroughly familar with the oceans and not easily fooled by

— A R4 ALY mundane phenomena.
The Xiégard Serpent - liyth or Pact? | -
! Strangely enough, a large number of accounts of sea serpents
The very title of this article is unusual and provoling, for come from Scandiavian waters. In his liythical Monsters (published in
even among Viking enthusiasts surely few would hold to the Midgard ] 1886) Charles Gould comments that "Theé coast ol llorway, deeply indented
SerE:nt, hat ocean-dwelling denizen who was Thor's specizl antagonist, | by fjords, the channels of which, for a certoin treadth, have a depth
as ing a rcal creature. Yet therc are some interesting facts which equal to that of the sea outside, seldom less than four hundred
should mentioned in this regard, facts which may make the old myths ! fathoms, and coresponding in soiie degree with the hejght of the
seem a bit more alive and relevant - and a bit mor: literal. | precipitous cliffs which endorse them, abounding in all kinds of fish,
< sscppears, until within the last thirty years, to have beex peculinrly
Thor had several adventures in which the lidgard Serpent figured, the favourite haunt of the scrpent." He goes on to relate tac opinion
probably the best known of which is related by Snorri. Thor, it is | of the Pontoppidan,- tho Bishop of Buorgon, who wroto the Natursl History
said, went disquised as a iouth to visit the giant Hymir. &is Hymir ! of Norway in 1755. Pontoppidan discounted all the stories ol sca
was a sea-giant, the god offered to go fishing with him, an offer | serpents until he heard “evidence frod creditcble and experienced

which the giant accepted providing that Thor supnlied the bait. The ! fisnermen and sailors in Nerway, of which there are hundreds, who
thunder-god c::slzed by selecting the largest ox from anong H{nir's can testi fy that they have anwally secn then." Traders from the lMorth
private herd decapiting it, the resulting hend to be the bait. thought it most strange even to bte asked if su creatures existed,
Venting far ‘from shore they bcgan to fish, and the ox-head was taken 2s they took them quite for granted. In fact, y regulary carried
bty the lidgard Sergont. Thor then threw off his disquise as a ycuth quantities of castor with then on voyagec, as the monsters secmed to
and exerted his godhood, hauling the Sorpent out of the water and ! abhorr the substance.

growing until his fect piercod the bottom of the boat and he was |
standing on the sea bottom. Hymir panicked and cut the fishing line |
Just as Thor was proparing to deliver the Midgard Serpent a death

blow with his hamwer. The escape of the evil Scrpent so argered Thor

that he struck Hymir instead and angrily waded to shore.

|
!
]
|
The Fddic account is somewhat different, and has Thor and Tyr |
visit the giant, but, as therc wos nothing in the house to ent, they !
went fishing for food. The story follews much as in Smorri‘'s account, !
but the line was not cut by thc giant, though the Serpeat manages to |
survive, :
Several stonc carvings depict this famouc fishing trip. One
such stone, now in the wall of Gosforth church, Cumberland, shows
Thor with raised hammer and the giant, but the hos not yet been taken
by the World Serpent. 'nother in /ltuna, Sweden, shows the Scorpent on 2 ;
the 1line and Thor in the boat, one foot sticking through its bottom. a two foot tall mane. It was a scaly monster with flery eyes, which
In Horderm church, Denmark, a stone is morc comnlete as it shows showed its didpleasurc by snatching men from the decks of ships. A

Hymir gbout to cut the fishing linec on which the Serpent is caught. neigh:o:lng serpent in the Baltic Sca was described as being cnly when
provoked.

The historian Olaus ﬁaénaJs describes the ;%rwcgian sca serpent
as being two hundred fret long and twenty feet in circumference, with

All a ver charming storys, you may say, but what have they to ] =
do with rcality? The old accounts may be valuable for examplifying . In central Sweden therc is 2 lake called Storsidn which is
heroes and the Viking virtucs, but that docsn't mean there werae ever supposedly distinguished by having its own lake serpent. In the town
any Vorld Scrpents. Does it? of Ostersund, situated on the Bastern shore of the lake, there is a

local museum which displays large ste:l traps which were used in the
late 1800's in an attempt to trap the monster. The creatures heyday
was in the period between 1820 and 1898, though he is still sonctimes
reported. iccording to the muscum's cuartor, the head of the animal
»is said tc be round and smooth like that of a g, wWith groat eycs...
the extremitics are described as short, stumpy
big clumsy fins, possibly long, webbcd hind le
on the back of the head, possibly cars, descri
which can be laid tight on the neck".

de

lcgs or fe.t, possibly
gs. It hes great fins
bed as little salls,




There is , of course, , the celetrated entity which is supposed to
inhabit the deptns o Lech Ness in Scotland - and meny other accounts

of unknown serpent-like life Forms abound. Ve really dmew very little
about our ‘sess or the denizens to bc found in their depths, The

coaing of bheavy surface troffic and especially the noisy screw propelled
ships of modern era, along with the pollutants we rcur into ihe oceans,
could undeistandably make any such creatures shy and hard to observe.

Was there ever (or is there now) a ilidgard Serpent? It would
be impossiblc to prove, pe:haps, but thc answer just might be "Yes!®
So the next time someone tries to explain to you that the Horse
religion is just a2 set of fantastic myths, deveid cf truth, don't
belicve it. It ain't necessarily so.

DFELE e s iy (o i i S i g SHeVET] et

Fantasy Literature and the Viking

There is genre of literature of which 211 Norse enthusiasts
should be awsre - in féct, I'd wager many of them already are. But for
those wio haven't got the word yet, ve put togeth this article.
The genre, of course, is fantasy literature - that literature waich
is today charateristerized by "sorcery and swordplay”, adventure epics
in which magic is a rcality and herces go on mighty guests, defeating
vil ian end monster 2like to attzin thz hidien treasure hoard or the
voluptuous heroine. If all this sounds a lot like the old sagas, it
shonld, because the sagas hglped to inspire the modern efforts of
fantasy writers. Those who know the field trace 2 direct lime of
descent from the old Fordié writings, as well as -the heToic books
and stories of other peoples (the Greets,.the Persizns, the Welsnh,
the Celts, and o:herss, through more recent authors (4illiza Morris,
1834-96 and L.R. Bddison, borm in 1882) to the contributions of the
present (Pritz Leiber and L.Sprague de Camp). In the works of these
different story tellers, over a span of many centurics, the same kind
of story come:z through-with & free play given to the imagination. o
“psychological” novel here, mo anti-hecro who stumbles from one page to
another never quite sure where he's going or why!

ilany of the modern fantasy writers acknowledge their debt to the
Forscmen in their stories. The name of charaters and of countrie- and
descriptions of physque and culture, often have a distinctive Viking
ring to them - as distictive as sword of helm. Robert &, Howard's
famous Conan is a barbarian from the Northlands who woxrships - or
at least uses as an expletive - a god called Crom, a wise warrior-god
whose heroes sit around feasting and fighting in their afterlifd¢.
In one episode, as I remember, Conan rums across a pariy of sea-pirates
who covld only be modeled om Vikings. Conan is 2 Cimmerian, nct a
Viking, but there is a Vikingesque threadd running through the Con~n
stories, even when it is only ~n esthetic one.

Gordner Fo x's Xoth~s is ~rother b~rbri-n from the Yorth, =
wandering adventurer-mercenary whose exploits mke fine re-~ding.

Ye're not ~lways m-de out ~c the good guys,however. In R.L.How-rd's
Bran ifak Horn we ~re the villains - but r-ther worthy ones, I think.

.

/11 in =11, it is £ ir to s~y th 't the Vikings h-ve h-d tremen—
dous influence in the field of f~nt-sy liter-ture, both directly znd
indirectly. No doubt such liter=ture would s£till exist, had there
been no Viki but it would be much different from wh~t it is today.
This contributicn in one of which we ¢"n 211 be prouwd, for it is one
of the w-ys th t Yorse culture h-s influenced the world ond still,
after almost a thousand years, continues to affect our ideas, our
culture, and our values today. When tales of grecatness and
swashbuckling adventure lose their appeal and find no resonance in
our people's hesrts, then we kncw that our future is indeed a blezk
one,

So I urge you - for your own enjoyment znd for the futherance
of all in which we believe - try sone fantasy literature. You'll not
regret it.
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A fine publication, Xnom formerly
as The Waxing lioon, which survives

by donaticn rather than by set fee.

Ereen Egg is published 8 times
per yesr, and a subscription is
85 per year. GE is a broad-spec-

trum publication of the pagan The Crystal Fell
movement Write: o ]
The Church of All ¥Worlds Fhiladelphia, Penn 19120

P.0. Box 2953
St. Louis, Kiss,63130 A new publication of the occult

troom form Dallas. "rite

is The Ne

Send for The Silver Ankh, a T ~ew Rroom
newsletter of the old religion, Tox 1646

$1 for their introductory issue. Dallas, Tex 75221
The Silver Ankh
BH5 Foward Drive N.E.
Sierra Vista, Ariz 85635

And last but not least is a
Occult Shop in New York.These people
are selling The Runestone in their

We have learned of another group shop. For catalogs writc:
of followers of the old Norse gods The ¥arlock Shop
The Odinist :ovement 300 Fenry St.
x 1 Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201
Adelaide St.
Torontc 210
Ontario Canada

The unwise man thinks that he ay will live,
if from fighting he flees;

but the ails and aches of cld age dog him
though spears have spared him,

Cattle die, kinsfolk die,

oneself dies the same. v
I know one thing only which never dies -

the renown of the noble dead.
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