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SPRING 1980 THE RUNESTONE NUMBER 31

THE RUNESTONE is a journal of the anciemt Norsc religion and is dedicated
to the revival of that religion as cpitomized during the Viking Age, and to the
values of courage, freedom and individuality which are associated with it.

THE RUNESTONE is the official publicatiom of the fLsatrii Free Asseably and
is published quarterly. Subscriptions are $5.00 per year in the U.S. and Canada,

and $6.00 per year overseas (airmail). Write to Asatr( Free Assembly, 1766
East Avenue, Turlock, CA 95380. Plcase make checks payable to "Asatrii Free
Assembly.™

@ The Runestone 1980

IERRE® Calendar

March through May, 1980

March 9 - Day of Remesbrance for the martyr Olvir. He was an adherenmt of
Asatrli who persisted in organizing underground sacrifices to the gods despite
decrees by Olaf the Lawbreaker forbidding such activities. Betrayed by an in-
former, he was killed by Olaf's men while preparing for the Spring sacrifice in
the village of Maerin, in Norway. Many other men whose names are lost to us were
killed, mutilated, or exiled for taking part in these sacrifices.

March 21 - The High Feast Day of Ostara, called after the Germamic goddess
of that name. This festival falls on the Spring Equinox, and is a celebration
of rebirth and resurgence--for Nature, for our people, for our faith.

March 28 - This is Ragnar Lodbrok Day, in honor of the semi-legendary
Viking chieftain of that name. On this date in the year 845, which just happened
to be Easter Sunday, this incorrigible heathen sacked Paris.

PAN PAGAN FESTIVAL 1980
will be held August 21 - 24 in the magickal hills of Baraboo, Wisconsin.

Sponsored by the Midwest Pagan Council each year, the Pan Pagan Festival
brings together Witches, Pagans & other magickal people from many paths

& traditions from throughout the U.S. ¢ other countries to share knowledge,
energy & celebration. As with other festivals, the 1980 Festival will
feature workshops, rituals of different traditions, bonfires, music ¢
dancing, feasting, & celebration.

Due to feedback received from those attending the 1979 Festival, the 1980
Festival has been moved to a more quiet, natural setting, and an entire
private campground is being rented for the gathering.

To find out more about the 1980 Pan Pagan Festival, ask to be placed on
Circle's Network mailing list. If you have already signed up for the list
in the past but have changed your address be sure to submit your current
address to Circle as soon as possible. Write CIRCLE, Box 9013, Madison,
vl 53715,
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Rebirth !

Ostars - season and goddees - is upon us again, bringing her eternal message
of hope and rebirth, It is fitting, then, that we should at this time of year
commit the Asatr( Free Assembly to the task of bringing sbout s resurgence of
Odinism/Asatré in this decade, beginning with this year.

Even as the last days of the 1970's were dying, we were forging plans %o
radically expand our faith. For years, we have 1i d slong, congratulating our-
selves on surviving. This phase iz now over. I have personally dedicated myself
to changing all of that, to making fsatri a religious force of importance in
America and throughout the West. T wi work unceasingly toward that goal; every
day since this year began I have consciocusly dedicated elf to its attainment.

I need your help. Now more then ever it is important that we inspire dedi-
cation among our co-religionists and among y
come to Asatri. There is so much e
need quality artwork and quality wr
about the Asatr( Free Assembly. We n
frankly, we need whatever money you
tors, unfortunstely, and worthy proj
capital. Anything you send will be

Let us work together to build = religioun
our ancestors and our descendents.

» that you can do.
rs to spread the wo
our projects. And,
have any rich contri
» shelved because of lack of
x-deductable ).
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Announcements

PEOPLE OF THE LORD AND LADY is a special interest group within the Asatrd
Free Assembly dedicated to the ancient deities we call the Vamir--principally Frey,
Freya, Nerthus and NjSrd. The emphasis in this sub-group is om the ancient seasonal
and agricultural religion of the Germanic peoples, dealing with the cycles of
Nature, life, love, joy, and fertility. Inquiries may be made to the Asatri Free
Assembly.

WARRIORS -—— The Varangian Cuard is our sub-group oriented toward veterans,
active-duty military personnel, adventurers, and those interested in the Way of
the Warrior. Non-members may subscribe to the journal WOLF-COATS for $4.00 per
year (payable to the Asatri Free Assembly).

MEMBERSHIPS in the Asatrli Free Assembly are available! Write for an
application form.

AN ODINIST SCHOOL SYSTEM? It can be. Write us if you are interested in
making it a reality.




Skeppslags

Local groups, and/or contact people wanting to start

San Francisco Bay Area Skeppslag

date.

4

local groups, are:

contact The Runestone for monthly meeting

San Diego Skeppslag - contact Shawn O'Riley, 1808 Third Avenue, Apt. 12,

San Diego, CA 92101,

Nashington - write Isaac Moll, c/o Virginia Calvert,

WA 98851,

Sarnia, Ontario area - Jeffrey Redmond, 1664 W. Tyrie Dr., Sarnia, Ontario,

N7V 3P7, Canada.

Y Y Y

Greg Steiner

443 South Courts

U.N. L,

Cedar Falls, IA 50613

James Wampshire
750 Carnation Drive
Winter Park, FL 32789

Craig Gilbertson
R.R.#1, Box 412
Yorkville, IL 60560

Jean Michele Martin
P.0, Box 130
Ramsey, NJ 07446

Lanny C. Bergstrand
615 Dahl Ave.
Port Hueneme, CA 93041

CONTACTS

Helge MB1ler
Blokland 2, 1 tr

DK 2620

Albertslund, Denmark

Robert P, Hopkins
P.0. Box 92
Orchard Park, NY 14127

Hall of the True Gods
88 Plateau Place
Greenbelt, MD 20770

Charles A. Hayes 111}
Unit 37

3102 E. Highland Ave.
Patton, CA 92369

Jace Crouch
118 E. Downie
Alma, M1 48801

SP6 James T. Turner
569-82-4340

HHC, 2nd SUPCOM, Box 245-2

APO NY 09160

Thomas A. Gunter
2101 = 11th Ave.
La Margue, TX 77568

Dennis Thomason
9499 Brayton Drive, #72
Anchorage, AKX 959502

Herbert G. Bryan #270487
6 Dorm

Box 16

Lovelady, TX 75851

Darian Burns, Am Kauzenburg, 655 Bad Kreuznach, West
Germany, wants to contact ardent conservationiste wishing
to defend and protect wildlife as a lifetime activity.

P.0. Box 608, Socap Lake,

The first g ltb n g of the Asatru Free Assesbly will
be held this summer - the first gathering of its kind in lNorth
America! This will be a history.making event that you won't want
to miss. Almost a thousand years ago, Leif Erikson touched this
continent with the Viking spirit, Now, thousands of miles from
his Vinland, we are ready to carry that spirit to still greater
heights, forever looking forward,,..

Here are the facts:

WHAT: ses in runes, social aspects of Odinism/Asatru,
the religious endar and holidays of our faith, ecclogy and
healing the Earth, alternate realities, the Way of the Warrior,
and more, Worl 8 in runic excercises, guerrilla theater, rite
ual, t of our various special interest groups, the Varang-
ian , People of the Lord and Lady, and the newly-formed Com-
mittee on Odinist Social Concerns, Plus of course appropriate ri-
tuals and celebrations,

WHO: Anyone interested in our faith,

WHEN: June 268.30, 1980,

WHERE: At a rustic resort near Lafayette, Califormia (Just
over the hills from the San Francisco Bay Area). A nice spot,
under the trees, complete with swimming pocl, bar, and recrea.
tional facilities for between-session relaxation and soclalizing.

WHY: Because it's time!

A special guest will be HEdred Thorsson, noted authority on
runes, Readers of The Runestone are familiar with his impres.
sive work,

Cost for the three days is about $30, depending upon options,
Interested persons should write us at once for details,

Whether you're new to the old religion or an adherent for
many years - or even if you're curious and would like to know
more - this is your chance to learn and to meet some very inter-
esting people in 2 pleasant, informal environment, Come and join
us! You'll be glad you did
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Runecast

THE RUNES - PART 3 by Jeffrey R. Redmond

To the ancient Cermanic peoples of Northern Europe, the runic imscriptions
of their Futhark alphabet had great magical powers and significance. Sacred rituvals
and religious activities were observed every day, and were very much common occur-
ances throughout everyones' lives. Man was ruled by the little-understood, all-
powerful forces of nature, and constant avareness of this necessitated continuous
religlous practice.

It wvas good cosmon sense to invoke the gods of the natural forces, and gain
their good will by sacrifices and magical rites in their honor. These rites, if
properly done, could bring good fortune, prevent illness and hardship, and guarantee
fertility to the land, livestock, and people. For every facet of life, a special
rune (with its magic) was applied, being carved om weapons, ut nsils, jewelry,
Stoneés, trees, and many other practical items.

There were separate runes for fertility, births, health, love, hate, battle
victory or defeat, the weather, curing or causing sickness, wealth, poverty, fame,
and even death. Anyone and everyone could obtain the use of the magic of the runes,
by having someone who knew what they meant make an inscription for them. These
wvere usually pagan priests, priestesses, or special rune masters.

Runes were carved on stones, which were set on top of burial mounds of famous
kings, warriors, and priests. The runic symbols could stand for the powers asso-
ciated with them by themselves, or could be used to spell even more powerful words—-
such as the deceased's name or deeds, to aid him in his journey to the afterlife.
However, runic aids for the dead had to be carved only at night, and never with an
iron tool. Only stone or bronze could be used, as iron was the metal that could
harm the spirits and fairies of the dead.

The Norse Vikings and Anglo-Saxons believed in fate, (as did all Germanic
peoples), which they called Wyrd, and three goddesses spirics called Norns were
the “"spinners” of everyone's fate. A person's destiny was determined even before
he or she wvas born, and little could be done to change it--although evil spirits
could be warded off by using and wearing certain charms, and with runes.

The two most sacred objects to the pagan Germanics were trees and stones, in
which sacred spirits dwelt. If runes were carved on these, the greatest runepower
could be obtained. Runes could even be used to predict the future. Tree bark was
stripped, cut into pieces, and each inscribed with a separate runic letter. They
were scattered over a white cloth, and after a small animal was sacrificed to the
gods, the pieces were picked up at random, and read as answers to each question
asked. Runic-inscribed stomes were also put inm a leather bag, and scattered on the
ground. Whichever ones showed upright were interpreted as the answer. The most
magical of the trees were the yew and hazel, and were assoclated with the chief god
Othinn (Odin) himself. A staff of either of these woods, covered with runes, was the
most powerful of all possessions.

Runes carved on weapons and shields could bring victory, and worm on jewelry
could bring desire, love, respect, health, etc. Rune-shaped scars could even be
inflicted upon one's flesh, i{f the necessity for it was deemed great emough. How-
ever, runic magic was not a simple matter, and rune power was not all that predict-
able. One had to be extremely cautious in its use. The all-knowing Othinn in his
words of wisdom, the Sivamil, told all there was to be known of the runes:
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"Wounded | hung on a wind-swept gallows
For nine long nights,

Pierced by a spear, pledged to Othinn,
Offered, myself to myself.

The wisest know not from where come
the roots of that ancient tree."

“"They gave me no bread, they gave me no drink.
1 looked down. With a loud cry
I took up runes. From that tree I fell."”

“Nine lays of power | learned from the famous
Bolthor, Bestla's father.

He poured me a draught of precious mead,
Mixed with magic Othrerir."

“Learned | became then, lore-wise,
Grown and prospered well.

Word from word gave words to me,
Deed from deed gave deeds to me."

“Runes you will find, and readable
Very strong verses,

Very stout verses,

Verses that Bolthor stained,

Made by mighty powers,

Carved by the inspired god."

"For the gods by Othinn, for the elves by Dainmn,
By Dvalinn too, for the dwarves,

By Asvithr for the hateful giants,

And some | carved myself.

Thundr, before man was made, scratched them,
¥ho V!'b first, fell thereafter."

"Know how to cut them, know how to read them,
know how to stain them, know how to prove them,
Know how to evoke them, know how to regard thes,
Know how to send them, know how to send them."

"Better not to ask than to overpledge

As a gift that demands a gife,

Better not to send than to slay too many."

"To learn to sing them, Loddfafnir,

WNill take you a long time,

Though helpful they are if you understand them,
Useful if you use them,

Needful if you need them."

"The Wise One has spoken words in the Hall,
Needful for men to know,

Unneedful for trolls to know,

Hail to the Speaker, hail to the Knower,
Joy to him who has understood,
Delight to those who have listened.

HAIL ODMINN: THE ALL POWERFUL! THE ALL WISE!
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"FATE" in ASATRC
by
Edred Thorsson

In reading about Germanic mythology and religion, how often have we
asatrfiarar come across statements concerning the "'fatalism' of the heroes, or
of the religious world-view of the ancient Norse in general? Many times, no
doubt. But just what did "fate'" mean to the Zaatrfiarar of old? There have
grown up many misconceptions surrounding this word and concept, so central to
our faith. An analysis of this idea from the perspective of AsatrG may shed
considerable light on this sacred subject.

In English, the word "fate' is loaded with a semantic quality of predestina-
tion, i.e., a transcendental force has already pre-determined that such and such
will happen to a person, folk, etc. The two Germanic words most often translated
by "fate'" are the 0ld Norse #ridg and the 01d English wyrd. A close study of
these two words is quite revealing. @rldg is a compound of the prefix #r-:
“primal, oldest, outermost, etc.'", and the root &g, which is a plural construc-
tion meaning "law(s)" but originally, and literally "layers." @rldg is the
primal=law, or primal-layers which a person "lays down'' by his or her past action.
This is also true of cosmic processes, but that is another saga. The word wyrd
contains a similar quality. Wyrd is a feminine noun developed from the past tense
of the 01d English verb weor®m: ''to tecome," or more basically "to turn." Thus,
wyrd is that which has become (those layers already laid) which affect the present
and the future. In 0ld Norse this word is w¥r, the name of the first Norn.

This is the metaphysic behind the Germanic system of law, such as English
Common Law, based upon precedent (past layers of action) which determine what
should be done present and future. This is in sharp contrast te the Judo-Roman
form of law based upon decree from a transcendental source (e.g. god or king)--
a situation in which we increasingly find ourselves today.

So far it is obvious that the Germanic concept of '"fate' is closely connected
with concepts of time and causality. That which has become (the past) conditions
the present and the future. This, as so much else in Asatrl is a common sense
approach to the matter. The mystery of the Three Norns provides further keys to
the understanding of wyrd. The names of the Norns are Urdr (wyrd), VerSandi ("'that
which is becoming," from the same root as wrdr) and Skuld (“that which should
[become]'). The first two condition, but do not determine the third. These con-
ditions are produced by the deeds of the person who receives the fruits of those
deeds. The Norns are not causal agents, but rather the numinous organisms through
which the energies of actions are received, transformed, and re-directed back to
their source.

Within the psychosomatic complex of the individual this functions through
the fwlgja, or "fetch.” This psychic organism, which is attached to an individual,
and receives the energies of individual and environmental actions, formulates them
into a reprojectable form and then projects them back into the life of the individ-
uval where they have their effect. This is a totally amoral process, and purely
organic in structure. This fylgja is passed from one life to the next along family
lines, or sometimes It is transferred free from clanic limitations, thus, in either
case, passing the accumulated past action (#rifig) from one life to another. It
seems clear that the old Germanic concept of ''fate' is in no way similar to the
Christian concept of predestination, but rather quite akin to the Sanskrit concept
of karma, a term which has also suffered at the hands of Christian misinterpreta-
tion. The ancient dsatrfiarar knew that they shaped their owm destinies as a result
of their own past actions.
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It is a heroic virtue to struggle against #rldg, always knowing that the
greatness of its power will overcome the force of the personal will. There is,
however, another path--that of the vitki (the "wise one, magician'). Many great
heroes, such as SigurSr and Starkalr, are also vitkar. A vitki is one who first
knows his or her #ri3g, and then intentionally and willfully chooses to follow it,
or in rare cases to alter it through magical means. Often, the vitki will investi-
gate #rldg to find out how better to follow its inner guidance.

The vitki~hero may investigate grlig in three realms of past action, 1)
personal, 2) clanic, and 3) metapersonal. The first is past action contained
within the perimeters of the present life time, while the latter two may be rough-
ly considered as "'past lives," one geneologically determined and the other extra-
clanic. The first realm can be investigated through personal retrospective of
past deeds in one's life. The clanic realm is investigated through geneological
history, which in olden times was an important type of numinous knowledge. The
metapersonal, which is drawn from the collective unconscious, and which probably
should not be understood as a '"reincarnation' of the individuality, may be investi-
gated through self-regression technigques. This latter should only be undertaken
under self-guidance, or with the aid of fellow &satriiarar--this technique is rampant
among the storefront occultists, and is often dressed in the most shoddy of cosmol-
ogies. A similar technique may also be used for geneological research. In all
these forms of wyrd investigation, the practice of runic divination can become an
invaluable aid.

The concept of #ridg, and the knowledge of it, played a central role in the
religious world of the ancient Germanic tribesman, and it should again occupy an
important place in the hearts of modern satrfiarar. @rl3g must, however, be
approached in the old way of the North, free from the Judeo-Christian concepts
of predestination and transcendental fatalism. The dsatriiari is not manipulated
by "fate'', but rather is responsible for his or her own #ridg!

NOW AVAILABLE FROM THE AFA'

A correspondence course in the religion, history and ethics of fsatri
Write to us for information.

Gods and Worlds: Another lLook at Reality. vy on the deities of
cur faith and on the nature of the process called reality. -- .50¢ each.

WNhat is the Norse Religion? -- A basic leaflet explaining some of the
principles and concepts of Asatri. Single copies are free, larger order are
5¢ each.

The Prose Bdda of Snorri Sturluson, translated by Jean Young. One of
the original sources for much of the surviving lore of Scandinavian Mythology.
Paperback -- $3.50.

The Blder Bdda, translated from the 0Old Norse by Paul B. Taylor and W.
Auden. At last available in paperback from England, this volume contains, in
poetic verse, many of the stories of gods and herces on which our knowledge of
our ancestral faith is based. -- $2.50.

Back issues of The Runestone are avallable at one dollar each. Write for
a list of available numbers.

We pay postage on all the above items.
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Totalitarianism

by
George Saunders

Totalitarianism certainly Is not a new phenomenon. The dictatorship of
Caligula, the oppression of Harald Finehair, the bestiality of the French Committee
of Public Safety, all are examples of long ago. Our concern, however, must be
directed to the affairs of this age and the Odinist impact in the drama of the last
phase of Western Civilization.

In examining our position as we see it, we must answer two questions. Granted
that the Decline of the West as theorized by Spengler may be inevitable, the issue
still remains (until the last of us go down to defeat): Can we succeed? If we
can, then the next question is necessary--how will this occur? What form will the
Western resurgence take?

To many, victory is the prime necessity. After two fratricidal World Wars
and the collapse of Western political and cultural hegemony our position is hardly
enviable. Our political process and energy supplies are both in the hands of
cultural aliens. We have been systematically stripped of our sense of worth as
aliens and racial antagonists are permitted to revel in their "heritage.'" Our
children, instead of being taught to take pride in their past, feel guilt as they
are conditioned to see their forefathers as consummate plunderers, rapists, slave-
traders and madmen instead of the heroes they were. The media and educational
systems are of no help and are used to further our destruction. It is small wonder
then that the primary expression of Western cultural and political vitalism tends
toward the monolithic, the totalitarian. Forced from conventional political forms,
they find the refuge of closed organizations their only solace. Others, compounding
their error, emphasize fundamental Christianity in a desperate effort to be on a
winning side. In their hearts they can feel the tide of events but they put their
faith in a future reckoning by the Mebrew Jesus, thus placating their better judge-
ment. Make no mistake, if the West goes down, we shall never again mark its rise.
It will be a defeat so utter, so final as to be beyond our comprehension. New,
more savage forms will succeed it, and they will be hard conquerers, beyond human-
itarianism. In light of all this, we cannot ask anyone to foreswear victory. We
have two choices, victory or defeat. In this war, there will be no truce, no
settlements, only an end result,

Should there be a resurgence--what will be the place of Odinism? Asatr( should
act as the catalyst, the motivation for the translation of the Norse-Western ethic
into political reality. It must also stand as a bulwark of liberty in our darkest
hour. We may salvage our outward forms, our political framework, but it will be a
barren victory indeed if we see it come to pass as robots in an inhuman monolithic
State. What use to stave off annihilation to become Byzantines?

We must beware of those who promise us victory as long as we abandon our common
sense. There have been many movements founded on the above assumption=--none have
been noted for positive accomplishments. Our ancestors evolved a religion, a world
outlook and code of behavior which was the antithesis of regimentation. |f we are
to survive and be free, we would do well to follow their example. Our faith must
stand above ordinary political action, for to to otherwise would invite its use by
the unscrupulous. To follow our surest instincts and yet avoid the absorption of
totalitarian behavior forms is a challenge worthy of us.
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Political action has been tried over and over again--its fallures litter
the pages of history. When part of the free political process, these attempts
have been side-tracked, discredited and destroyed from within. I|deas of cosmo-
politanism and Christianity have doomed them from inception. Likewise the mono=
lithic organizations have suffered. Exiled from politics, branded as anathema
and denied any but paid publicity, they eventually wither. Often they become
even more susceptible to manipulation as infiltration or assassination are used
as a form of political judo aimed at their weakest points. Both organizational
types soon become embroiled In the form and structure of their groups and energy
is diverted with concern for money, rent and office space. By the time this point
has been reached, organizational survival is their sole activity.

We can do better. Before political action can hope to succeed, the hearts
of our people must be open. If they follow Asatri then we can be assured they
will reject dictatorship. Our temples are the forests, our godi accept no pay
for their work. Our Gods provide guidance and we can be sure they do not desire
slaves for followers. No one on their knees can fight well, and followers of a
warriors' faith will not surrender.

We have this opportunity to revive our people. Whether we win or lose we
can at least be glad we can fight with the Gods of our forefathers with us. 0din
has bequeathed to us a sword of battle--there are no guarantees attached. |f we
use it well then we have earned the spoils of victory. |f we blunder, then at
least we have tried. We will not have tried if we allow ourselves to be enthralled
with authoritarianism. We cannot awaken our people and exclude any Odinists from
our effort. We cannot remain effective if we permit ourselves to accept the Judeo-
Christian morality or any of its parts. We cannot expect the allegiance of any
followers of the Aesir if we participate in the establishment of an Odinist Papacy
or dogmatic Church. Our religion is wild and free and it must remain free to
sweep through the souls of our people like the avenging roar of Thor's Hammer.

Once begun, the onslaught will become a tidal wave. Our cultural opponents
will find us as difficult as quicksilver to attack and the more frantic they be-
come, the more adherents Asatrl shall have. Those who long ago gave up the fight
will again take up the sword. As the drama unfolds, Christianity will begin to
loosen its stranglehold on the West, and we shall begin to see clearly the results
of our labors. From the redwood forests to the mountains of Appalachia we shall
sacrifice to our Gods. Once Asatr( has become a force to be reckoned with, success
may be obtained in the lands that gave birth to our people. A measure of our
victory could well be the celebration of the triumph of Odin at Thingvellir (Par-
liament Plains), lceland, in the 'year 2,000 C.E. Such a monumental, epochal date
would be highly appropriate; one thousand years from the date the conversion of
Iceland took place. An event such as this would indeed bring great joy in Asgard!

AA Al L L L]

@Our attitude toward
Earth was healthier when we
were pagans who This thought-provoking statement appeared
believed that spirits resided in an article in the October 1979 issue of Omni
in everything, that magazine, In this season of Ostara, when Mother
man and beast were on equal Earth blossoms anew, it is especially relevant,
Perhaps a touch of the old Nature religion is

footing, and trees had
what we need to k us from ravaging this plan-
to be placated before cutting.® oti.. -
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THE DISIR by Robert L. Bunger

Before me lies the way North

And T should follow it, no matter how long,
If it is the road that leads to you.
Pure daughters of Odin, in maiden beauty
Whom we worship in love and awe,

Let us see you in your benign aspect,
Fair Irpa with red-blond hair,

Dark Thorgerda with hair dark as night.
Mighty half-sisters of the Holy One
Huldra's daughters with milk-white skin,
You are the sun and moon,

The endless cycle of the seasons

Of winter and summer, of day and night.
Fair spirits of Nature,

You shine in the hearth fire,

You glisten in the snow.

Speaking to us in the wind in the oak trees,
You bathe the world with rain.

Through countless ages of time

You remain the same,

Two sides of one nature.

Irpa! Thorgerda!

Let us see you

Come close to us

Let us worship you in the sacred fire
Kindled with the good things of earth.

NERTHUS and NJORD

Njord is the father of Frey and Freya, and the Vikings knew him as a god of
the sea--one who controlled winds and voyages, and bestowed riches and bounty upon
those who called on him. The concept here is still one of fertility and plenty, as
in the case of Frey and Freya, but of the sea rather than of the land and its
creatures. Life in early Scandinavia revolved largely around the sea and the
"harvest" of fish--just as it does today. This should not be taken to mean that
Nj8rd was the god of the sea as such, however; the god Aegir and his wife Ran
shared that responsibility. But insofar as the sea meant life, sustenance, and
wealth to man, whether by fishing or by sea-journeys of trade or raid, Njird was
the deity to be invoked.

The goddess Nerthus was practically forgotten by the Viking Age; her glory was
that of an earlier day. Still, she is most important when it comes to any discussion
of Nidrd or the Vanir.

13

The Roman chronicler Tacitus tells us of Nerthus and her worship in his
Germania, where he describes how this goddess, whose name means "Mother Earth,"
was drawn about the Danish countryside in a wagon so that she might bestow her
blessings on the people. This was shortly after the birth of Christ, or about
eight hundred years before the beginning of the era of the Vikings. It scems that
Nerthus, the goddess, became Njdrd, the god, in intervening time. The names are
virtually identical. Both are deities of fertility. B8oth featured cults in which
the god/dess was carried among the people in a cart. What happened?

Scholars will probably always be disputing this question. Some of the favor-
ite theories are: 3

1. Tacitus, who was only familiar with the female fertility deities of
the Mediterranean, judged Nerthus by the same standard and thus confused the gender
of the god.

2. Nerthus was a goddess in an early matriarchal society. When the
soclety became patriarchal, they changed the sex of the deity to the new social
system.

3. It seems that marriage between brother and sister was common among
the Vanir, or so the 13th century historian and writer Snorr{ Sturlusson tells us.
Frey and Freya might be one such pair, and Njord and Nerthus another. Thus both
Nerthus and Njord may have been separate and distinct deities from the beginning,
with Nerthus gradually dropping from prominence.

Although the second explanation is the one usually mentioned im most accounts
of Norse religion, the latter hypothesis is also attractive and eminently logical
(and my "gut feelings" prefer this one, too).

H Y PE RBO R E A esses An Introduction to the Committee on

Odinist Social Concerns.....

The Committee on Odinist Social Concerns is a special interest group within .
the Asatr(i Free Assembly dedicated to the application of Asatrli to the problems of
the modern age. As a religion, Asatrfi has social implications and applications.
Inflation, ecological calamity, nuclear war, energy shortage--Asatr( has something
to say about all of these, and more. The world needs the answers we can give--and
so does the man and woman on the strect.

There is one problem that especially concerns us, though, for it is directly
related to the nature of our faith. This problem is the lack of ethnic identity
among people of Northern European descent and the evils which spring from this lack
of basic tribalism--the loss of our culture, the defamation of our historv, and
reverse discrimination (called "affirmative action" by the bureaucrats)

We believe that Asatrli is an expression of the soul of our people, and that
the future of our ancestral faith is intimately connected with the future of our
people as a cultural and biological group. Thus, it is our duty to promote the
interests of our people and culture. We have discarded forever the liberal guilt
trips and the Christian masochism that have blinded us to our strength and our
beauty. It is time for us to rise up and demand--yes, DEMAND!--self-determination
and liberation for our people, the Majority. We will liberate ourselves from self-
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blame and breast-beating, from the lies that say we are responsible for all the
world's evils, and we will struggle to win self-determination for our kind, free
from alien cultural imperialisms of the type that began with the forced conversion
to Christianity and which has become nearly total im recent years.

Christian cosmopolitanism and universalism have exploited every race on this
planet. It has attacked our nmative cultures, assaulted our folk religions, and
threatened our very existence as peoples. It has lured us with deceptive dreams of
the melting pot as it has tried to make the world a suburb of New York. The very
existence of every race on this Earth is at stake, and only a return to the diverse
religions of our respective peoples, a retribalization, can thwart the designs of
those who would make us interchangeable units in a grey global momoculture. Other
groups have taken a step toward retribalizing. The Sixties and the Seventies sav
the birth of Black and Hispanic militancy, and earlier, in the Fifties, much of
Asia stirred. Now it is our turn! The Eighties will be the decade of White awaken-
ing! We too have a right to pride of people; only the hypocrite or the racist
would claim otherwise.

Some will say that there is no need for a White rebirth, because the prevailing
culture is overvhelmingly White to begin with., But is it, veally? Look about vou
and you'll see an artificial culture, rootless, alienated from the Earth and the
Sky, and closed to the spiritual sources within. The produce-and-consume monster
is not organic to our people! Because it tries to be everyome's culture, it ends
up being no one's culture, and we all suffer. The White man must realize this
truth and find those cultural expressions which are his

There was a time when any legitimate expression of Majority solidarity could
be dismissed as racism, while the most outrageous actions and statements of any
minority were deemed totally acceptable. That particular double standard is a bit
worn, and | trust that the readers of The Runestone are intelligent emough not to
fall for such desperate tactics of defamation.

Future topics that will be covered in this coluan are Odinist answers to in
flation, health care, and other social problems, a revisionist look at ancient
Europe, an attack on the immoral and racist practice of "affirmative action," a
nes explanation for the legemds of Atlantis, reviews of icomoclastic books, and
other essays of a controversial nature, all from the viewpoint of our faith

X4R4PTR [+UURA-DN4+L - THLPLNRY

The rune "berkano", which means "birch" or "birch goddess®, is
an appropriate one at this time of year, for it symbolizes birth and
becoming. Indeed, the birch goddess is merely another name for the
Earth Mother (Why else would we speak of "Mother Earth" and “"Mother
Sature"?), Spring is finally here, and we rejoice at the evidence of

b and rebirth, Christians celebrate Easter in
name of which is derived from an old Germanic

+NF ¥F T:PRNRNI:PNPNR:UIV+:nt

15

Brops of Kvasirs Blood

aid Odin Allfather
: the brew of dwarves,

Men's minds with meaning, in Myth and Allegory,

THE RAVENS

wmunoLnsumuoon‘_he cold ground
And the calling of ravens is all of the sound,

Where the herces have fallen, the birds always know:
The hunger of ravens their honor shall show.

mm black bird of Odin, that blesses the slain,
Shall rise filled from the field where the herces have lain,

where the Valiyrie bears man's soul on her swift steed,
The ravens shall thank him as they wing down to feed,

All three poems above are from: THE WINE OF XVASIR, © , 1979, by
Paul Bdwin Zimmer,

The proper appreciation of skaldic poetry, as the above examples make
clear, require a thorough knowledge of Norse mythology. A newcomer %o our
religion, for example, might not know that Hugin and Munin are Odin's ravens
or that Kvasir's blood is a kenning, or metaphor, for poetry, An entire
section of Snorri's % is dedicated to the poetic art, Gaining ac.
cess to this intrical utiful art form is one more reason we should
strive to become familiar with the ancient lore!




MOOT POINT

Dear Friend,

-The 5\&( present problem for me 48: 18 48 neally posscble Lo geve
xcbuo\ o a dmd" '.'(ngu’ For ws, 1 think we must have some reflections
about such a problem. [L's possible in the case of a religion with a Hols
Book. For example, 1§ Chaistians ge into a counfry where there are mo
and they leave a Bible, &L 48 possible fox men Lo nead the Bible and Lo
a Christian community according to the book, even if they kmow mothing of
Christians. But in the case of Odinists? Obviously, the Eddas are reference
books expressing a part of Old Norse wisdom; but only a pant, surely. We cammol
consider the Eddas & a Holy Book, thew are not and never were; thew have be
compiled by Christianms. And in true traditiomal civilizatioms, the sacred te
4ngs are never wnitten. 1I2's only in time of decay that some mem wnile
{f--but mot necessarily im conformity to traditiomal thoughts. So, if we
make "eddolatry,” what can we make? 11's perhaps pessible o give aebinth to
some extermal aspects of the u(:.zt.‘n, but the internal? And intexmal, umcnilten
feachings are the mosl (mpontant. 1 am sure that, Uike me, gou don't think that
it's possible to create a aeligion; a true religion {5 never created

The problem is important, because we don't have the night to make
fure of a -*uu , g : 44inding an authentic framsmission {20
old neligion tcd-.c_/ ox, @ du.u«' intervention from some enlifies (gods) fox
restoration of the old neligiom ox fon the creatiom of the mew ome for CThe
Eunopean people of Noxse herditage--but 1 know of mo such example today....

Jean-Frangois Ma
B.P. &

69411 LYON Cedex 3
FRANCE

REPLY:

The answer lies within us--in those great archetypes that are part of our
very being, passed down to us by our remote ancestors. These can be hidden by
cultural counter-conditioming, but they remain nonetheless and cam be called to
life. We have only to listem to our instincts, to that which is within. To me,
this combines your two solutions--a transmission from the past more accurate
than any written word, and, if you accept a Jungian explanation of deities as
archetypes, the intervemtiom of such deities.
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Deax Steve,

vess.] have enclosed a §ree-verse poem on the subject of the worship of

Inpa and Thorgerda, the beauliful daughters of Allfather Odin and Wuldra. Please
considex this fox publication <n the Runestome at some juture date comvenient to
you. 1 have composed a lomger piece on the ritual of worshipping the goddesses,
but want to {irst put it inlo practice before submitting it fon publication and
possible use by others. The goddesses continue to fascimate me; im fexms of the
theories of Dumezil, they seem 2o belong to that cateaory of deities who do mot
exclusively belong to any ome of the three "functions”™ of soveredignly, profection,
or mounishment, but aather “bind fogether™ the three functioms. Hedmdall, is of
counse the best example of this in Norse belief. Heimdall also illustrates the
characteristic of begimning and ending things typical of these deities |although
not appanently typical of Inpa and Thorgerda), found in such Imdo-Eurcpean deities
as the Roman Jarus and Vesin and the Vedic Ag-u T would suggest that all the
Disir and the demigods such as Sigurd be thus comsidered fogether in this inter-
mediate category in Light of their being children of the High Ome and earthiy
(Vanix on human) mothers.

Powerdul Like gods

They duink the divine mead

Vel duwell among us

Children of heaven and earth

0f the Lineage of the High One

Vet close as a shower of xain

Ox a mother's Touchk.

-Robert L. Bumger

Bob's poem 1s published in this issuve. -Ed.

Dear Steve,

On the religion sdide of things

nue persons both Local and abroad--som
ele., others asking about the catalogu
thank gour RUNESTONE magazine in regar

fan-neaching effects...

We recently held a good ceremony round a huge oak tree in a small medieval
village called Dedham in Essex--all in §ull Viking gear with meadhonns full and

firebrands burning brightly. Faewn even sent a horse over o joim im the ritual!

1 get a steady {low of interest from

just wanting to Leawnm, sfudy as GoSax
¢ and special articles. 1 really must

to this--it really has had the most

Fanr Helll,

-P. S¢
95 Dartiond Avenue
London N9, England
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i pleased 10 announce the

‘VIKING" HOAXES IN NORTH AMERICA

by Jeffrey R. Redmond

A scholarly work, hardbound, with
photo and map illustrations, that
analyzes the historical research
and archaeological finds used to
give evidence of the Vikings®' early
voyages to North America.

The author gives all of the more
important and known finds, and
offers accurate and concise data on
why they can be, or cannot be fully
considered truthful.

He in no way attempts to lessen the
great achievenents of the KNorsemen-
only point out the lies, frauds,
and inaccuracies that have too long
'been zssociated with them.

Yeou undoubiedly will want 10 obtam a copy of thes fine
Mhnmdcﬂuhwgﬁyou local bookstore, or you
-v Mlhcmhlwm&mm

Inr
umn AENLE NEW YORK NY 1000

Pease send me . . . copies of

“VIKING"HOAXES IN NORTH AMERICA

My payment at$3 . 95 per copy » enclosed. (Please add
60¢ 10 cover postage, packing and handling )
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18

A lot of people, upon being first exposed to our faith, feel a real
need for a concise summary of Odinist principles. Luckily, there exists a
set of rules for human conduct knowm as the Nine Charges which serve this
purpose well, We introduce them here as they appear in a supert booklet
called "This is Odinise", published by The Odinist Committee, 10 Trinity
Green, lLondon E1, England, This 21.page introduction to Odimism is highly
recommended - as is everything else published by this group of English
brethren,....

The main rules of Odinist conduct are listed in the Nine Charges which are:

1 To maintain candowr and fidelity ia love and devotios o the tied
friend: though he strike me [ will do him 2o scathe
Never 10 make wrongiome cath:  for great and grim is the rewand for
the breaking of plighted woth
To deal not hasdly with the humble and lowly
To remember the respect that is due o great age
To suffer oo evil to go aremedied snd o fight against the enemies of
family, sation, sace aad faith: my foes | will fight io the field sor be
burst iz my bouse.
To seccouwr the friendless but t put 20 faith in the pledged word of 2
a smanger people.
M | hear the fool's word of & drushen man | will srive sor:  for many
2 grief and the very death groweth from out much things
To give kind beed ©© dead men  straw-dead, sea-dead or yword-dead
To abide by the emactments of lawful anthority and o bear with cowrage
and fortitude the decrees of the Norms

The Charges are based on the rules of life indicated by the High Song of Odin
and in the Lay of Sigurd in which the Valkyrie gives counse|l to Sigurd. They
may be mummarited as demanding in the struggle for life 3 self-relance whick
thould be earned by 3 Jove of learning and induitry, » prodent foresight in
word and deed, S in the fi of the semses and in the exer-
cise of power, modesty and politeness in intercourse and a desive to earn the
goodwill of owr fellow men.

*e+e4 [AST MINUTE ANNOUNCEMENTS®eee*

OQur special thanks to Selema Fox at CIRCLE, who took a lot of time to pro-
vide us with some badly needed information lately. Any of ocur readers who

are interested in an eclectic approach to the Nature religions, or who have
an interest in Wicca, psychism, and related fields, are encouraged to con-
tact this fine bunch of folks. Their address is Box 5013, Madison, WI 53715.

LOTS going on around here - all of it good! Blessings to alll See yoa st
the Althing!

19

WESTERN CULTURE BOCKS

m the amazing history of the fabulous
CULTURE which your ancestors created!

w;» heroic tasks that BIG MTNEQ
GS 1ike yourself can accomplish

¥rite today for ocur exciting list of
THE APPALACHIAN FORUM inspiring books!
P. O. Box 1992
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15230 Nay titles every month! 19% titles today!

THOR’S HAMMER

Reproduced in Norway 11OM Grginel ICunG i Vikng Durel MOwnd WOorm as &n
amubet It Drowght luck and prospertty 1o the Vikings of Old.
Such mas the power of Thor & Hamme:
hat he neeced No Othe’ weapon 1G ¥anguith Pt 1088 |1 was NwinciBie He never oS!

er amulet. 37 x 37, 2 bola pencant with 3 Souble-link adjustable
9.9%
1 Medium Pewter pendant, 2 x 2, with single-ink adjustadle chain § .95
Tiny Sterfing Silver Thor's Hammer on a 15” Sterling Silver Chain, for the
Lady Viking $10.95

OLD NORWAY, Helen, Georgia 30545

ADVERTISE IN THE RUNESTONE
Yes, The Runestone is now accepting advertising Our NEW advertising
rates (adjusted for the sake of reality!) are as follows:
3 o)

1/8 page - $ 2.50 per issue x
1/& page - 5.00 per issue ¥'x7
1/2 page - 10.00 per issue "x7)
Full page - 20.00 per issuve <)

We reserve the right to reject any ad--but if you've got something of
interest to our readers, you'll find that advertising with us is a
sound investment! Above rates are for camera-ready, black and white
copy.




