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The Kunestone is a journal of the o0ld brse religion
and is dedicated to the revival of that rekigion as epit-
omized during the Viking Age, and to the revival of the
values of courage, freedom, and personal independence which
are associated with it. The Runestone is the official pub-
licztion of the Viking TYot..r.ood anc is n,tﬂ ished quart-
erly. “ubscrintions are 2.00 ner yeor in ths .,°, and
Canada, $3.00 ner ye-r overseas, ‘rite "he uneato«e. oy
2552, Wichita Palls, Texa 763u1. T

HORSE HOTES

T™his is volume one, number one, so I mirht as wel
dpolozize ow for technical and tyrogranhic errorc. e'rc
~nev at this tusiness of cutting stencils, so this will
definitely improve as we zain experience., Bear with us...
‘Ye would appreciate it if you would mention The Runestone
to your friends; publicity is importent to a Tledgling
enterprise like this one.../e are 2lso i terested in
establishing contact with variovs pagan groups and pub-
lications, with the idea of exc fi g nublication, ad-
vertisement, etc....Bdison Karshall's novel West with the
Vikings has recently been reprinted, you night wan
rea ese Heiman-Farcus in Dallas had a four-foot long
Viking ship, hand carved and accurate toc the smallest detail
for sale a while back - they only wanted about 52000 for it
«s+You wouldn't believe the troubdble we had setting this
issue out. Tirst, our spirit dvplicator refused to wor'-,
then the people whom we hired to mimeo it for us changed
their nihds because our m-terial didn't azree with their
religious beliefs, and now we're recutting the stencils
becavse the machine our current printers are using doe=n't
take our original stencils...Ragnar Lodbrok never had
problems like thisi!...This column is going to serve as
a means to present short "newsy" items, comments, and the
like but I've about run out for now, so until next time,

happy holmganging!

OUR THANKS ~

essse,t0 SOme other pagans (though not of the Norse variety)
for their cooperation with us. We recommend them toc our
readers., They are the Pagan lovement, which can be reached
by writing to Ed Davies, 103 i.aindy Road, Cardiff, CPF2 4HW,
Wales, United lingdom, and Pagan Jay, Box 972, liinot,

forth Dakota 58701. These people will be glad to send you
information on their orgzanizations and beliefs upon re-
guest, Je expect to hear from a couple of similar groupe
soon, and will mention them in the next Runestone.

CDIN LIVES

The revival of a pagan religion is freatly hampered
by the blanket of Christian propaganda which has, with great
success, sttempted to econvince the world that there is no other
god then theirs; that all other zods 2re not real, In this
article I shall attempt to refute this lie,

The idea that other men's gods do not exist is a new one.
lien micht have believed that o foreigner's gods were the “wrong"
gods or inferfor to their oim, but seldom did they hold that his

s were sny less real than their own, It took Christianity,
with its political astuteness and self-rightecusness to declare
all other gods ss non-existent or, at best, the devil in disguise

It is worth noting that tlere are accounts of the Christian
kings of Norway others, actually having encounters with
0din and with ﬂwr. ittedly, suech stories are not hirh in
evidential value end may well be folk-legends cevised for
entertaimment, Nevertheless such anecdotes are ot lesst as valid
as the pious stories Christians use to demonstrate the grect-
ness of their religion, I em not here sctually stating that
such events in either catercory did or did not hropeni I do mean
to demonstrate that at leest some persons in nost-heathen
Scandinevia believed in the existence of the old geods,.

In Scandin vien ?ﬁhe)oﬂ by H,2, 211is Davidson is re-
counted stordies of this scrt, which, the ouvthor seys, seen to
be old stories remolded to inelude the Christisn rulers, Claf
Trygegveson recieved anol” men with one eye into his hall and
they sat long into the discussing the history of heathen times
and the ancient kings, The next morning the ﬂld men had dis-
appeared, ™he cocks, however, srid that the men had been in the
kitchen and had given them twe sides of bLeefl, .erlizinc that the
visitor was Cdin, or the devil in 0din's form, The king had =ll
the meat distroyed, Olar the Holy was visited by & man who
wanted to join his bedyguerd - e mr in a cloak and with =
broad-bri rmed het, King Claf mndihe man talkel at lemgth of
hercoes and greet deeds, nnd G(sh, t‘m vL_Acr, rwskcd him wh
of the old Xxings he desired to irmlate, olal replied that,if
he he covld keep his Christianity he woulr ant to be li.e Eig
Brplf kraki., Gest asked if, instea?, he would not like to Dbe :‘w
king who was sccorplished in evervtb'_'xg, especially poetry,ond
who could cive vietory in battle, U:on th's rererk Claf rocogniz
Geat eas Cdin in a3 sgvlse, end the visitor ﬂ:a,ptly vanished,

Olaf Tryegvasén is alleged to have alsc 1et "hor as the king

was sefling in his famous ship L Se . &~ man on shore

hailed the king's ship and wr.ls) te E on Eou- He woas & hu'e

men with # red beard, He showed 2 renr"kanh 'vowludgc of the
stories of the past oand told Olsf that the surrounding arca had
anee been the home of gionts, £l but two of which had b en killed.
The stranger saild that he hed killed the last two with his hamme
beecause they had been terrorizinz his friends. He always helped
his friends in need, he claimed, and King Claf was now lilling
them, At this he grimned ot the king and dived overboard,
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Reality is a slippery torm, Scicntifie Ciscow ¢ in t 4s. 7
v h ltered b ol . s,aee T
:;::35?,;ﬁ'ﬁ,§,;i;;;.”“ i el of aho :;',;Ly‘ Basically, this 1§ the teaching of the rhilosopher Berkely,
cenfvscd philosonideal issucs worc, The 720GS, 0 Alcistor . and the writer Pirandello, wrote a play to emphasise a
Crovwley, Worc *:w:i‘sc-m‘. iertions of the Toreccs of naturc, one 'lmilir outlack on reality.
ouvite »erl, Lccording to some philosophors coeh n creates The gods of the Morsemen are real; as real as the '
»s ovm veality = poclity is whatever hc belicves it to be, . Christian god, or you, or I. They are weakened because of
T i ; the deaths - violent and otherwise - of their faithful
COWT ( YT and by the rising tide of slavery and meenes. which is
\ engulfing humenity, but they are not dcad. Ragnarok is
} fagtabstaat > i not yet fought., Whether you think of him as an archtypal
symbol in the "collective unconscious” in the style of
agan lartyrs ychologist C.G. Jung or in a less rationalized way,
DI TIVES! So long as there are men who are bold and free,
Countless booke Christian men who follow the Norse way, co it will be.

ord conjures up ima

martyrs, to the point es
Qf early Christians being r a saintly ascetic .
being led away by lor n are t»e martyrs
1er faiths = men wh ] killed, of Ecology and the Forse Religion
hose who claim to rer ent a God love a~d mercy,
y becau: they refused to accent "the true faith”. It seems as thouzh everyone these days is jumping
e martyrs have en of ¥ ceg =no nationalities - onto the ecology bandwagon, and it may eseem that we, too,
the imericsn 8, for exam puifered greatly. I are preparing to do so. However, the interect of the ior-
particular we wish to call to mind the rityre to the seman in the ecological systen is uuch more than & super-
old ¥orse religions ficial one or a mere fad, There are sound reasons why
everyone rhould be concerned with the environment, manely,
Olaf Trygpvason was not the least jeamisn vt we cou destroy ourselves if we do not remedy at least ’
1 converts in Norway. In Halgo- . some of our ecological problems, A follower of the old

using fire a:d gword t

galand, eapecirTly, m refused t indon old Norse religion, however, has more reasons than the average
faith and be bantized as the ling dermanded., Eyvind Kinmrifi man-on-the street to want to do sonmething toward stopping
refuced to knuckle under and was tortured wi*™ red-hot . the pollution of our air and water, conserving our natural
enbers until he died. Another landowner, iaud the Powerful, resources, and preserving our wilderness areas and the
was alse tortured to denth, after murdering Ravd, Tryesova- wildlife therein,
son stole his ship for himaelf ad namei it “Long Serpent."
Thorleif the ¥isg mlso refused Christianity, and mo one The existence of widespread crises or societal prob-
gfould be found SgEmurder him beoa: f his grest wisd lems vsually results in a clamor for State action, which
and personality. King f sent o.e Hallfred the Icelander leads to more centralired power in the hands of govern-
to kill or blind him. Hnllired succecded in blinding him ment, higher taxes, more laws and regulations, and, as a
in one eye but could not zo through witi robbing him result o? all this, a diminution of human freedom and the
the other, Thus was Thorleif, 1like Odin hirmself, lef: individualism which is the keystone of our religious be-
with only one eyes liefs. State power moves in most easily whenever the nri-
2 vate sector has failed to do the job as effectively as it
Perhaps someday someone will n»repare boolk en pagsan might (not that government necessarily does a better job,
* = Af all ¥be relevaut documents have not beer but that is the excuse made). Thus, by taking action on an
or altered - and the record wil e set straight, individual level or at the level of private organizations
) sbacaiadad - we can forestall action by government and avoid the anti-
F individvalist results of government interference.
If this iesue oo a2 bit strange, maylbe it's dcaus ¢
¥e had three diffssent people, on three diffexent type- Another reason for Norre interest in the ecology is
WEiters, trying Soimut it out. E more spiritual and less political - although, like almost

everything else, it has its political remifications, If

our wilderness areas are destroyed, if man must forever

live in his glass and steel cages, can the very essence

of the Viking spirit survive? A man who has watched a sun-

set from a mountaintop, who has lived apart from the masses
|




ad mobs - such a man has a dimension of soul which make:-
him hard to enslave., In the wilds, from the luxuries
of civilization, we find out to be free. The
thouzht of an entire world crowded with people, stinkig
of refuse, and covered with asphalt and belching factories
is unthinkable to the Viking. Let us % to insure that
such a dismal future does not come to

We must never forget that those hardy people whose
values we have adopted and whose religion and way of life
we keep slive were a people wedded to nature. Man proved
hinself on the unpolivted sea or in the vast virgin forest,
lived in the heart of nature's beauty, ard danced before
0din in the cak groves. To preserve their spirit of freedom,
and independence, we must have a similar devotion to na-
ture. So do something about it - don't fall for the fallacy
that one person can't do anything. Use a no-pollution de-
tergent, collect paper to be recycled (thus saving trees),
Join a conservation group. Walk somewhere ra’,her than drive
your car (the exercise will do you good, anyway). Or on
Lindisfarne Day get together with your .;klng tn'other= and
plant an cak tree, dedicating it to There is a lot
that you can do t0 help - and so much at stake.

Lindisfarne !

The monastery on the Holy Isles of Lindisfarme was the
parent of all the monasteries in Northumbria, the northern-
most kingdom of Saxon England. There by the sea the monks
led their holy lives of contemplationr nrayer, dedicated
to God and the emulation of the saints nd it was here
that on the eighth ¢f June in the year 793 A.D. that the
force of the furor normannorum made itsel{ felt and gave
birth to an era.

' It is this date which most scholars concede marks the
beginning of the Viking Age. A band of Forwegian Vikings,
probably en rcute toc some foreign shore, landed on Lindis-
farne and proceeded to kill the monks, steal their live-
stock, plunder everything of value, and tépple the holy
cross of LEthelwold., The scholar Alcuin sent a report on
the situation to Ethelred, the king of Northumbria, part
of which reads as follows:

"Lo, it is mearly 350 years that we and our fathers
have inhabited this most lovely land, and never before has
such a terror appeared in Britain as we have ncv suffered

ht that such an inroad
church of St.

from a pagan race, nor was £
from the sea could be nade. %
Cuthbert spattered with the bloocd o

f the priests of God,
despoiled of all its ornaments, a place more venerable
than all in Britain, is given as a prey to pagam peoples.”

A twelfth century account also exists:

‘In the sase year
gions came with a nav 1]
hornets and spread on
bed, t:-rc, and slaugh
sheep and oxen, but ev
of mo and nui
farne, laid eve« r"tn
traapled the lf)ly places with
altars and seized all the tres
They killed
in fetters

the

that ”e

€.
of the Horthmen
in praye:r before

For this reason J
day on the calendar o t}
i ;1d be apnropriatel

*HOTICE*

In this issue we have mentioned the Irish (in the
poem) and the British (in the Lindisfarne article) in a
context which may di“p'FL‘- our readers these nation-
alities, Naturally, thi We are
nmerely extolling the fea t" C ancestors; we
meancno ill-feeling to either of the peoples., On
the contrary, some of the staunchest rs of paganism
(even though not our particular brand ve found 1
in that part of the world. Being a Viking is not a mat

our 5;'




of race or nationality, it is a matter of the mind and
the heart.

. £530s

Pat " a rvnto

General

This side »f the c=tone re morial, nstviously, re.recented the
Viking rcidors, The reverse side , not pictured, features 3
€xoss and kneelinc monks,

The Role of t e 'nsrce e licion
in Yod-y's Yorld

Pe cause nur relicion is one .hich has nat farrally
existed for alrost a thous.nd yesrs, rany progrle «i.l accuse
it of t~inc hopelescly nut of “ata 3n~ irrelevant tn the
comp lex and sophieticat~-d rld in +hich = fiad sureelves
living today. It is an anachronism, a2 “rear »f romantics
and “ie = hards, they claoir,

1 Aisagrer, ~f couree, It is ry earn~ct beliéf that the
relicion 2n? the valu~e of the gagan "rcoran ars necded
ror e to7ay than they have aver been-and thot the Norse
relicion is comgletely relevant tn the is-u~s .kich are
facinc us today,

There f= an ~5n= alA stru.cle being foucht taday, and
the t~rn 5 of the Fattle seers ty be accelerztine and speading
tomards some crucicl point, The struggle is nat betesmen somee

partic

nesto

These terrs are articuouse and pean different things to

ual and the calloctive, Unfartunstely, the latter hae teen
caining cround durine r~cent hictary and h:e reached a point

any of our readers know wuere we coul .
Fvice we would like to know abdut it

clivping a8«

is not incoanceivable

Shown above i€ a represent:tinn of the stone erscted by
the ponks 2t Lindisfarne to corme rorate the raid of 793 A.D.

thinc as illdefined a8 "go0cd" and "ovil] "darkness™ and "lichtl

Aifferant -en,.Rather, the bottle §= lock~~ b~ .een the individ-

where the defsat « total ant final of the iarc~s »f individualise




This battle is occurinc an the »ntize frant »f hurmn andnavar,
o1 of vhich 1€ the political, To merely illustrate our thesis:
\ men nared Trrtrind de Jouvernel wrote a book titled On Powe
in which he prosented his virws thit kFouswr, the powsr of the
state, is continuelly destroying and absoriinc all power that is
not of itreelf; that autharity and kowusr throuchout gi'twry
has c¢crosn mnre and more centrolized, Tndend,he ci;aims that men
in past conturies v»r o actually frenr than s sre today (2 note
ion abharrent to Likeral philocoghy), "lemihrre, pnlitically,
wn see crovine collectivise and recilotion, “or sxample, ynu srle-
dor hrar rocielism densuc-d, and relatisne ,ith Ca“runiet notinng
&xe frirnrdlinx than ever, Cavernmerat cantr~! of th~ nscanony =
whethoer you arr nf the persausion wshich su!ld call it socialism
or thoet /hich- would call it farccicte is a rattsr of fact,

Fmphasis hae shifted from individualicr ta  “cooper atinn®
and “"social sdjustment.” T“ha »~p continue to prattle of "t he
bxathe rhaad of ..an " and "Cor's vill « the latter ot which calls
to 1ind anathaxvit:l “xant of the bBattls brtynen the individual
and the collective « the roligisus frant, Tor craturise end
Chrirstianity, have callad upnn ren to rurron-er their fraedan
of vil., thelr vrry enlyne, 17 the prories~ of chtaining Forerdise=
and in the thr-ct of etern:l tarrent should they sirrinately
rafuce ty rurrender their rioctic an' ~~1f=ish saye, .\
survry nf thajr lit~ ature ill revezl a philsesphy ~v-n mare
intrdcacle t2 individualism an? | ~reaonal env-reicaty than
thosr cnllrctivict philncnpnine nn the pnlitical front, Yo t
the tus frants ar~ complemantary, "ven thrugh at timne *hey apcear
ta Le wnrkinge at adde tn ecach nther, anet cain for th» collective
farc~s i almnet alvays the rocult,

Thought contrnl eranating fror o tyrannical covoareent may put
a prouvd people up in axrere. Thoucht cantral frar eupernatural
entitire « and yos, o bLniova thzt thesr antitine ax'et « ¢
iwlcomed and actuzlly saucht fnr Ly tose rare prople, Thus
can people ke ranaved,

Asider fror politice and orthodax rrlicion, the moverent ts
the hive « Life reveals ftanlf in the recurconcs 2! nccult-
isr hich hoe bren mvinent far esveral years, “ccult ghil-
osophy is anti=individual in that it §s rystical philosop hy
the eco is rvil, individucl existencs 2an illucinn,and %a on?

In this enllasal struccle for humaen freo“ar the pasition of

the Vikinc is clror, He wvill rrfuees ta "mrrce vith the Cnenic Ov-re

mind" o r soll his free>m to a cof in roturn for recurfty, “ven
to ke coms th» ir slave, e 723 of the just "‘cte 's one

thich leav:e ren alaan to L~ freo, "o i car~ful to avaid latels
such as "left" and "richt" , . §s avare thiot theo~e terrs are
artiguous and that a spectrim of indiviczul vorrus the collective
ies noxr~ sccurate, l'e hetes fascisr and cormunism equally,

— Eocauea he can anr th t thoy arn 4if -xre nt forms of the s.re thing,

Such r en are Aogrir~" Ly the rieera, Lnacause the parrcos
enwy their cr-otn~rr, and by th- pgnnr =« wiaddare, because thoy
cannot ke turned inta servinte, Fallovesrs of the »nld “orse rel-
igion, standing alongei“e trave and frees “on /hn are mat No rse
men, must form a mighty shte ld=- rinc to cuar” the precinus '~
individ vality which if so threatensd ts Auy, On our efféotts
hince the freed or of all men, ant the resevotinn of t1he
Vikinge Nay against the ravagee cheep = like conforrity,
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: Ne are fort unate to have the follawing poer tn gres-nt,
thanks to a frisnd and cympathizer, onn John !, ™ lrymple , 1! is
untitlsad ,

Crim, dark clouds nof the marning,
Hide the sun from my eye,
You hid t.e stars from the watch last nigh
But birds are in the sky.

Eirds to foliow to Trondheimfjord.
I need not see the sun.
fhy, I could follew the smell of land
With the voyage so nearly done.

It's a 1l z, hard haul from Ireland
To the rock Trondheim strand,
But Clontarf's bloody field is lost,
I must die in my native land.

I'm c I'm old, as Vikin's go,
Pull threec sdore vears and two;
I want to look at Norway's pi
Once more before I'm thxrough.

I'L]l die before the sun has
But borway lies in aight.
Iys son will burn what's left of m
On rondheim atrand tonight.

No cold, damp, lonely pgrave
But red, five;
And my son wil) set the torch
Por such is my desire.

I will not have him burn my
48 ancient customs say;
Por thet has better uses yet,
With Irish yet to slay.

Aye, ne will take my shin and sword
and follow where I trod,
and win him wealth, and burn the houses
Raised to the Chriastian god.

He knows my will, Fow 1lift me un
The final dark draws nigh,
And I must look on llorway's shores
Once more before I die,

+




