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FALL 1975 THE RUNESTONE

The Rﬂalun- Is & journal of the old Norse religion and is
dedicated to the revival of that religion as epltomized during the Viking
Age, and 10 the revival of the values of courage, freedom, and personal
independence which are associated with |t

The Runestone is the official publication of the Viking Brother -
hood and Is published guarterly. Subscriptions are $3. 00 per year, Write
Stephen A, McNallen, 6587 Baumholder , Postfach 114, West Germany

NORSE NOTES

1 am glad to report that on June 13, my wife and | were married
in Norse wedding ritual. The ceremony was one designed by myself, and was
performed in the castie Lichtenberg in Kusel, in the Rheinland-Pfalz district
of Germany. We entered the open area walled off by castle ruins, where |
removed my weapons and handed them to one of the guests, and we proceeded
to an area berneath a spreading tree. Once there, | spoke on what we were
doing there in hallowing our union before the gods and on our responsibility
to our people and our clan. The clan was spoken of as a golden chain stretch-

ing from the beginning of human life on Earth to the present, and extending
indefinitely into the future.

My wife, Linda, was handed the keys to the house by her assist-
ant, and she accepted formally all that they symbolized - the preservation of
the home life, her say in matters domestic, and her vital role in raising our
children as stalwart warriors or shining maidens, In like manner, | referred
to my weapons and accepled the responsibility of laying down my life, if need
be, to defend her, our family, nation, people and culture,

This being done, we exchanged rings and vows, | explained that
these were not slave rings, and reiterated our equal but unique roles -« roles

which do not require subordination, butl rather development of aur own Natures

Finally, as the high point of the ceremony, the hammer of Thor
was brought forward and elevated with both of us holding 1. Up to this poimnt
| had been a little nervous , a bit touched by stage fright. As | irvoked the
Aessir and Vanir, the heroes of our people, and the clan - both those living
and those apart, yeot still with us - all of this apprehension was transmuted
into a profoundly religious experience which - rightfully - defies description
There was no ecstasy or loss of self, but rather a feeling of the import of
that moment and a total corwiction that the beings we were irvoking, the gods
and the clan, were aware of our deed

This climax subsided, we sealed our pact with a kiss and ended
the ritual, which was followed by a feast of whole roast pig and huge amount s
of wine and beer - plus our total stock of mead brought from England,

The guests we had irvited - some fifty people - were not pagans.
Most of them were non-religious people, typical cynics of the military com-
munity., Some were Christians., But throughout and following, there was not
one scoffing remark, or one sour jest. In fact, some of the most cynical were
the most impressed by the service. At least one conversion to Odinism
resulted,

I served as godi (priest) as well as groom. For one thing, | was
the only qualified man around. For another, the Eddic account of the marriage
of Sigurd and Brunnhild establishes the precedent. John Yeowell of the Odinist
Committee was invited over from London to perform the service for us, but
due to matters that could not be altered, he could not be with us,

Photographs will follow in a future issue of The Runestone.

Available from The Runestone

* OODIN LIVES! Bumper stickers at 50¢ each, while they last,
* "What is the Norse Religion?" leaflets at 5¢ each.

* Because of the difficulty of many of our readers in locating
Thor's hammer amulets, we have decided to stock these If
domand warrants It. Write for details,

One hundred per cent of profits received will be used to finance
an upcoming publicity program.

Clarke Duniap, of 3825 Bluff Place, No. 10, Point Fermin,
California 90731, is interested in contacting Odinists in the Southern Cali-
fornia area. Clarke is trying to get enough of us together in one place to
get something going. We suggest that readers in the area write him; we
ourselves will be working with him upon our return to the States,

Our leaflets, "What is the Norse Religion?", are effective as a
means of striking back at the Christian establishment. We hope you will buy
some of these and distribute them where they will do the most good. Your
personal efforts are our most potent potential for growth!




NOTES ON GROWING IN THE NORSE RELIGION

Okay, suppose you've made the first step, by deciding that
whatever religion you had been following (If any) wasn't what you were look-
ing for, and you decided, after doing some reading on the subject, that the
Norse religion best expressed what you belleved about yourself and about
the Universe., So, what do you do next T Surely, if you had the Iinitiative to
find the Norse religion, you will want 10 go farther. So, for the benefit of
the new or NOl-so-New corverts 1o our religion, we've put together this
brief guide to suggest how One might try 1o develop onesel! in the Norse way.
Naturally, a process such as this one is a highly personal and individual
one, and sach man or woman will want to modify it to fit his or her own
situation, This is well and good - in fact, it must be so if there is 10 be any
genuine development or Drogress along these lines. We offer the suggestions
which follow in the hope that they will be of use to those trying 10 put such a
program of self-help and self.development ™Mo pDractice

1. STUDY

You can hardly follow a religion that you know nothing about |
50 find the appropriate materials and begin reading. Back issues of LP_\_!
Runesione are especially valuable, as they fit the historical aspects of the
Norse religion into a modern context There are plent,
able on the subject, some of which we have reviewed
Davidson's Gods and Myths of Northern Europe is one good all-around volume;
there are many others. A warning: don't come 1o regard any one author as
infallible. There are plenty of disputed points In the ¢ 1ory and archaeology
of the Norse people, and authors usually end up on one side or the other, So
read them all with an open mind, remembering that e expert holds the
key 10 undisputed truth,

2. THE EDDAS,

For many years the Christians have been urging their followers
to read the Bible daily, and not without reason. There no doubt that the
dally reading of the scriptures of one's particular religion does, indeed,
iend o keep one mindfui of thgt reiigion and heips one | ve by iis precepis,
This practice works as well for the Eddas as it does for the Bible or any
other religious text. | have been regularly reading the Eddas for some time,
and | have found that even reading just & few stanzas each day adds
immeasurably 10 my religious life. It is a practice | strongly recommend for
all, For my own use, | have been reading from Lee M. Hollander's translation
of The Poetic Edda. Besides learning more about my religion, | find the
rhythm of Hollander's transiation to be very pleasing, and much of it is
especially beautiful when read aloud.

3.

Concurrently with study of the Eddas and of Norse matters in
general, the novice Norseman should begin to examine and study himself -
to feel out his strengths and weaknesses. This can become quite an involved
process, but a few major points can be gleaned from even a superficial exam-
ination. For example, lake the physical aspect. Where is improvement needed

-

here? Is the individual too skinny? Overweight? Poor muscle tone and

slow reflexes? No wind? All these things must be corrected, and this means
lots of hard work, Every person who declares himself or herself a follower

of the Norse religion should keep his or her body always in superb physical
condition, ready for any eventuality. There are many factors 1o be considered
in any physical conditioning program, but perhaps the overriding concern
should be regularity. It takes a lot of old-fashioned will power 10 dévise an
intelligent conditioning program and stick with it, day after day. This is where
the character development comes in!

In correcting your deficiencies and overhauling your physical
condition and self image, you might try some activity which will give you more
confidence as you develop a better body. Sports would be good for this, be
it swimming, tennis, track, running or whatever. Karate is an excellent
confidence and character builder. Actually, any physical improvement will
improve your opinion of yourself and make you more poised, more confident,
and more aggressive., Some aclivities work better than others, depending
on the individual. Showing well in some form of competition can be helpful
to those who have an underdeveloped ego, and give them a better feeling of
self-worth. An improved physical appearance has a direct effect on the
personality.

4.

Begin examining your actions in the light of those principles you
have accepted as your own. Do you have debls which you have carelessly
allowed to accumulate? These should be resolved as soon as it is practicable,
as they are against the Norse ideas on self reliance. Do you practise hospitality
to all who come your way? Hospitality was a key virtue among the Norsemen,
Do you fearlessly tell the truth, rather than hiding behind lies or excuses?
Lying is often the sign of a coward. Do you try to be just in all matters?

Our ancestors had high ideals of justice. Do you stand up for what you believe
to be right, defending it by word or if necessary by violence? Do you stand
up 1o those who think they can bully you? The list can go on and on. This is
no place to write an examination of conscience. The point is that the individual
who would follow the Norse Way must continually re-evaluate his behavior in
the light of those standards he wishes to meet.

S.

Is your life style consisternt with the religion of the Vikings?
When you have begun to develop in the Norse religion, you will want to begin
asking yourself this question. Are you really using your religion to the
maximum, or are you just adopting a philosophy and giving some lip service
to it? Are you prepared to live a Viking life? If you're stuck in a nine-to-
five job that offers more ulcers than satisfaction, or if your idea of excitement
is the suburban backyard barbecue, you'd better give this point some thought.
Put some spice in your life! Take up karate, or skydiving. Or take up treasure
hunting or anything adventurous and a bit risky. If you're a young man facing
the military service, become a paratrooper or a Ranger or a member of some
other elite group of warriors - don't run with the common herd! Femember ,
you are not like other people, content to drift with the crowd. You are the
master of your destiny, a person with beliefs and with goals - you are a
Norseman! If you don't feel this way about it, you might be kidding yourself
about your place in the Norse religion.

S




Growing in the Norse spirit is a never-ending process, There
are always new challenges, new discoveries, It is a long road, even an
endless one, but it is the glory road of adventure and fulfiliment. Those who
set foot on it will never regret it.

The Wonderful World Tomorrow -
and Why You Will Love It,

OR WE'LL KILL YOU !!

For some time now | have been receiving all sorts of religious
material - free books and pamphlets, a monthly magazine, and & correspondence
course - from an outfit calling itself Ambassador College. Far from being a
cut-rate venture or a shoestring operation of any sort, Ambassador College
is obviously a well-bankrolled organization. Its publications are printed on
high-quality paper, are lavishly illustrated and the layout is superb. The
contents are very well researched and extremely readable, The most amazing
thing is that all of their material, without exception, is absolutely free!
Ambassador College does not send out the "begging letters" so common to
such groups, nor do they salicit funds in their printed material, Definitely
a high-class operation!

In fact, the only thing repulsive about Ambassador College is its
message. Inside the pages of their tasteful booklets we find what has got to be
some of the most abominable ideas in Christendom. You see, all of their
material is oriented around the belief that the Second Coming of Christ is
imminent, and when He does come, all you sinners have had it! The people
at Ambassador College proclaim the coming of a very real, very literal govern-
ment run by Christ on this planet, rather than some sort of ethereal afterlife
in some place called "Heaven". This coming total theocracy will rule all men
with an absolute and ruthless authority., "As | live, saith the Lord, every
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God" (Romans 14:11).
The spirit of man, says the literature, must be totally broken and humbled by
the power of God. "MHis eyes will flash |like flames of fire. Mis face will not
be pale white. It will be like the sun shining in full strength, He will come
with all the POWER that created the universe! He is coming to crush every
government of men, as If to grind them into powder! He is coming as the King
of kings, ruling over ALL NATIONS,

He is coming to gchange human nature (emphasis in the original)!
He is coming to enforce the WAY of outgoing concern, of love, of giving,
serving, sharing, helping, instead of grasping, taking, and self-centeredness.
He is coming to abolish war, competition, strife, and violence, He is coming
to inavgurate a universal, right education. He is coming to clean up this filthy
earth., He is coming to restore the government of God as the all-powerful
world government!"

This, of course, is supposed to make us absolutely ecstatic.
The great problems of the world, be it famine, over-population, crime,
war (?) or "immorality", are seen as being completely beyond the ability of
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humans to control, Since we can't govern ourselves, obviously, we need a
dictator - God! And there is no doubt whatsoever that "dictator!" is the only
possible name for the God extolled as perfect and loving by this Christian cult,

There are a number of holes in their theories, at least from the
Norse point of view. Take one of the quotes above as an example. How do you
change human nature and still leave any vestige of freedom? Hitler was going
to create a new man, a Superman, to fit his New Order, and the Communists
want to change human nature to produce communal Marxist Man. Why is it wrong
for earthly tyrants, but right for an unearthly one? And how is He going to
abolish competition and strife without destroying the virtues of courage and
the strength of character developed in the crucible of strife? "Right education"
- isn't the term "brainwashing" ?

Even if it wasn't for this sort of thing, | would begin to doubt
their reason when they say that God will "level the awesome Pamir Knot,
the huge giants of the Himalayas, the Atlas, Taurus, Pyrenees, Rockies,
Sierras and Hindu Kush - level the immense sweep of the Andes, and all the
other forbidding, towering, virtually uninhabitable mountains of earth" to
provide land for farming and habitation. The thought is at best infuriating -
what sort of venal, craven, twisted mind - or Mind - could propose such a
project? ls the whole world to become a featureless, crowded, "civilized"
plantation? But then, since there won't be any more need of revelations |
suppose there won't be any need for mountains, since that's allegedly where
God perches when making his announcements,

The mentality that is exhibited by those who push this sort of
drivel is patently a slave mentality. These are the people who put Hitler in
power , and who praise Mao today. The masses of men, not having the guts to
live by their own merits, cry for a dictator to give them security. Not having
the strength to compete, they urge the end of competition. Lacking the ability
- or the courage - to solve their problems, they invoke divine Intercession.
Knowing themselves possessed of the Absolute Truth they stoke the fires of
the Crusades and the Inquisitions. The most appalling thing is the support
they receive, and their immense resources with which to poison the souls of
free and brave men. With their slick paper and their radio stations broadcasting
around the world, they can reach tens of millions of people with this gospel
of despair, of submission, of bondage. Somehow, we must find ways of opposing
them, of defending freedom. We must fight them to a standstill, then forever
destroy their plans for the Ultimate State, whether presided over by a mortal
tyrant or a supernatural one, a man or a God.

Free men don't need Lords!
ADVERTISEMENT

T he Odinist Committee

COMMITTEE FOR THE RESTORATION OF THE ODINIC RITE

10, Trinity Green,
London, E.1.
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Dr. Hollander , famo
o imskr ngla, and other Norse «
s"d!. He is a foremne' exper’
this volume adeguately proves 1.

The Skalds w be good reading for anyon
the Vikings | terature, or any number of other subjects.
the poetry of thirteen skalds, gives what facts are kno

and present: a selection of their poetry. Incliuded
figures as Egi! Skallagrimsson and Harcid Hardraadi.
deal with the (ypical Northern themes of warfare, advent
of the gener b and brave ruler, Rather unexpected w
poetiry, featuring the work f three skalds w e W
Consider , for example, this stanza of Ha

Eager am | ever -

even shoe oy e ~

crash ‘gainst the sea-<

10 KisSs the wely maiden:
efer were the love of

lady high-born to me

urwed ., almost, than

I had her n marriage

O o se there's plent

Egil Skallagrimssor:

Slammed halberds dire
‘gainst heimet-fire,
winged arrow
warr.or's marroan
steel ice-cold
rock, | am 0ld,
Ogin's irees
n Weapon-bHreeze,
This book s more than worth the price of 31
University of Michigan Press. You can get their address
Books in Primt from your local library.
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ECO COR
N

This section of 'Lr_\e Runestone is set aside for the subject
of individual action to support our ecology, for two rea s. First,
our religion is a religion of nature, of the free and the wi'd places on
the Earth. Secondly, the worsening ecclogical crisis w result in R
more regulation and less freedom, uniess we solve it curselves.

The energy crisis of a couple of years ago strates only a
sample of the difficulties we can expect when we run into real crisis.
Now that it's out of the headlines (at the moment of this writ r-3$ we should
look to see what we're doing 1o prevent a recurrence. Here are some items

for action, from Enwvirornmental Action, Inc.:

* Turn off lights, radios, »tc, ms, Obvious,

bt easily overilooked.

Use air conditioners L { . ! leave il on all cay,
cooling a vacant house, Iust 50 you can walk into a cool house
after work ¥ vou're only in one room, don't try 1o cool the
entire house - close the door. Shade your windows from the
sun or install an awning.

Turn the heat down at night

Use appliances like the dishwasher and clothes washer only when
you have a full load.

Don't use electric gadgets ooth brushes, pencil sharpeners,
don't give them as

carving knives , and the sort.
Remember to turn

gifts. Use an electric typewriter or
them off immediately after usage.

Keep the refrigerator away from direct sunlight or hot spots
which force it to work harder

Remember , being an ecology activi
organization, money, or resources - you can do
effective immediately.

Editorially Speaking - ...

I have saved the most important message in this issue for the last.

We are tottering on the edge of catastrophe, on the very brink of
disaster and so very few people give a damn. The gay revolution has become
more or less accepted. The family as a viable unit has been crippled. Drug
usage has become an integral part of our society. Bureaucracy grows; freedom
shrinks. The domains of our culture are whittled away, and our enemies
stand on the ancient breeding grounds of our peoples. On every front, we're
taking a licking. It's time to stop all this nonsense about how Christianity is
crumbling and how our people are sure 10 return 1O the true ways, it's not
going 1o happen - unless we make it happen.
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People subscribe to The Runestone for many reasons, Some are
curious, some are into metaphysics, some are interested In history, and some,
like myself, are believers in the Aesir and Vanir. Right now | want 1o appeal
to those in the latter group who talk a good game, but won't do anything more,
What about those of you who wrote us talking about how you were going o
organize a skeppslag? We never heard from you again, you don't even answer
our letters!

Dammit! Unless something is done, we as a culture have haad it!
Nature doesn't forgive losers, she allows their enemies to kill them. If we are
to survive, we must fight tooth and nail, without hesitations or half measures,
Thinking about it won't help, Talking about it does little, | for one am sick
and tired of the weakness and indecision which has so far characterized our
efforts, What have you doné for your beliefs lately? We need fighters! There's
a hell of a lot to be done! Those of you who've been with us for a while know
what we must do, but for those who are new to our cause, here's a partial list
of things that you, as an individual, can do to help restore our culture and our
freedom:

1. Buy coples of our leaflet "What is the Norse Religion?" and
selectively distribute them to your friends or place a few of them in public
places.

2. Promote The Runestone to your friends.

3. Persuade the local library to buy a copy of the Eddas, the religious
writings of our people,

4. Boycott the culture-destroyers, the pornographers, and the pro-
dopers, the slick magazines which are helping o bury us

S. Protest! Write well-written letters to editors of newspapers and

magazines, expressing vour opinion of the morass into which our country and
our culture are sinking.

6, Stand up for your religion. Buy and wear a Thor's hammer amulet,
and answer fearlessly your friends' inevitable questions. Contradict Mrs.
Grundy when she tries to talk Jesus to you, Sit when others stand for public

prayer.

7. Grow in our religion by study, by the rituals, and by improving your
physical condition.

8, Help groups like ourselves, the Odinist Committee and the Odinist
Movement to fight for our cause.

9 Finally, if you have what it takes, start a skeppslag either covertly
or overtly,

We do not have forever. In fact, we may have very little time at all,
Indications are that we are in a crucial stage where we stand to lose all if we
do not fight, Perhaps, allegorically (or not so allegorically!) Ragnarok is at
hand. Those of us who are loyal to Odin, Thor, and Frey see our duty and
will not submit to the forces of the enemy who surrounds u

Our thoughts will be with you, our friends, and with our clan this
Yule, Celebrate this important day in our pagan calendar by honoring the clan
and the god Frey, in hope of the turning of the sun and the eventual return of
life and warmth to the frozen land. Let there be feasting and merrymaking, the
eating of pork and the arinking of beer.

Send your friends Yule cards - which can be made simply by altering
the ever-present Christmas cards. Let people know whose festival this originally
was!
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T47 N. LAKE AVE.
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A new publication of the occult
s The New Broom from Dallas.
Write:

Here's another group of followers
of the old Norse gods:

The Odinist Movement

Box 731 The New Sroom
Adelaide St Box 1646
Toronto 210 Dallas, Texas 75221

Ontario, Canada

GNOSTICA: NEWS OF THE AQUARIAN FRONT IER is America's
most respected Occult journal, a monthly paper featuring reliable,
soundly researched articles, columns, and occult fiction by experts
In the fields of Astrology, Witchcraft, Neo-Paganism, Magic,
Parapsychology and more. Sample copies are 50¢ each, subscrip-
tions are $5/year for 12 issues. Write: GNOSTICA: NEWS OF
THE AQUARIAN FRONTIER, P O, Box 138)-R, S, Paul,

MN 55165,

Here are some other Pagan groups
you may be interested in:

The Central Wiccan

Archives Library
P.0. Box 364
Lawton, Okianoma
73501




