


THE SHETLAND SHIP AS AN. EMERGING RITUAL

gﬁg_gggggﬁggl is a journal of the o0ld Norse religion and is In late January of each yecr, the population of Lerwick, in the Shet-
dedicated to revival of that relig.on 4s epitomized during th- p land Iskands, conducts a strange fire ritual which has a double nature -
Viking Age, an: to the revival of the values of courage, freedom, and whether the Shetlanders are away of it or not.
personal independence which are associated with it.-The Runestonc is
the offical publication of THE VIKING BROTHERHGOD ans is publi:h-4 Early on this January evening five or six hundred people, dressed in
quartly. Subscriptions are $3.00 per year in the U.S, and Can=da, weird and bizarrecostume, parade through tne dark streets of the town
$4.00 per year overseas. Write The Runestone, Box 31023, El1 Paso, Tex carrying torches and towing behind them a replica

79931. PLEASE write all checxs to THE VIKENG EROTHERHOOD thankyou, complete with dragon prow. The ship is hauled to an
disguised townsneople surround it in several ranks.

the marchers throw their blazing torches high in

ROTICE they plummet onto the deck of the ship, setting it
Due to our printers cost increase , we at The Runsstone are -oing with flames which consumes it, rhe rest of the nigh

to have to raise the subscription fee at least one dollar for both dancing in fine festival fashion.
the U,5, and Euope. I am sorry but it had to be done. PAM

The most remarkable fact about ceremony - or, more specifically,

about the viking ship which is its central item - is that it is not the

remains of an old pagzan lorse rite. vh, parts of the event are very old.

The costumes and the drinking areold folk customs, but the immo . ation of

vIZING BROTHERHOOD TAX EXEXDT! a Viking ship dates back nmo farther than tne late 1bwU's, Until 15:9, tae
\ participants carried burning tar barrels as a remnant of a pre-Chrirtain
"Based on information supplied, anc assuming your operations wil festival whicn celeorated - or attempted to cause - tne return of tre
ve as stated in your apnlication for reconition of exemption, we have sun to the cold and lifeless winter sky.
detern.ned  ou =re ex 1t Ir i'cgd incore t : ey nectin 1(ec):
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fr eing of the sun from the bondage of winter. At any rate, t-

of tne Viking ship to tne custonm tends to underline the ,orse ance

the Shetland: to reaind thnem of their vilking origzins. It may inieed
pe £:sn as a symptom - or even partially as a etlnnd -
porse sepratist centiment which has been growl this century.

That this folk event can be interpreted in sev ral wiys is anpar nl.
can 100k aiL it a. a simple cu~tom ocserved by a neonle to heep f=ith with
their traditions 2nd as an excuse to doa lot of drinzing. Or onr

nowever distorted by , 0f old »azan rites. Or - 1

the survi
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this may be the most interesting viewpoint of all - the ship burning may
indicate a desire, at the deep, unconscious level, of persons of lorse
decent longing to revive .at least the memories of the gldrious past.

And maybe much more. Oh, not tat the average Shetlander is about to dash
out and burn the nearset church, but maybe deep down inside there exists
yet = bit of the pagan in men,
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NOTICE ‘

The Viking BErotherhood wishes to extend an invitation to all pagans
of the jorse tradition, to all who are dedicated to reoic individualism,
and to sincere, interested pagans of any persuasion, to attend the first
All- Thing to be held since the eclipse of Norse culture, There will te
three days of contests, Meats of arms, feasting and drinking, and nuch
serious decision making and discus. ion regarding the future of the reliz
of the yikings.

Those wishing futher information may write to rhe Runestone, rox 31023,

El Paso, Texas 79931.
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HO4 CHRISTIANITY CALE
Pew myths about Christianit; are as
Christianity has spread its Gospel =
and the use of love and reason, and few 1i
cause more faithfully. Millions of people throug
tavght from childhood that it was peaceful conquest, not force, tr
brought Christainity to the pazan peoples of the world.

Christianity, on ocoth its mindane and its mytical levels, is the
antithesis of human freedom and the Norse religion. It has always been
the traditional opponent of the viking ethic, an was Christianity
that set the old religion of the norsemen into decline., Thus it benooves
us to set history straight and to examine wore ly the process oy

waicn worthmen Europe became converted to the Ch

0fricial nistory, in one of many monumental ove's

tnat there w.re people who died defending their t

martyrs. in norway it was Qlaf
fame as propagators of the new

two waged uncecs

men clung with tenacity to 0din and Thor. Ome Byvind Kinnrif was tortured
with red-hot embers until he died - still a png#n. Raud the Poweful,
another influented follower of the old ways, ‘was also totured to death,
Ifrygevarson then had the gall to expropriate Raud's ship for his own use,
renaging it "Long Serpent*. Thorlief the wise was another man who could
not be threatened from his beliefs, z2nd he presented the Christians w=ith
Sometanling of a special problem; because of his great wisdom and amiable
personabity,no one could be found to murder him, xing.OIa! enliseed the
aid of Hallfred toe lcelander to put hdm to deatn or, failing that, to at
least blind him. The would-be assasin succeeded in taking one of Thorlief'a
eyes, but was mowed .y shame or pity and could not fine it in himself to
take the other. Thus was rhorlief, like the god ODIN to wnom he was true,
left witn but one eye.

Even in lceland, where Olaf Tryggvason himself did not lead tne
conversion and where scholar Lee K. Hollander remakes on the "atsent of
religious fanaticism® on the part of the Christians, we find tne usual
hallmarks of Christian missionary activity. rhe evangelical orand led by
the priest rhangorand isdescrived in njalssaga as going “on to rlotsali
and preacaing the faith. rhe strongest opposition came form vertrliki tue
Poet and nis son ari; so taey killed vertrlidi.» Despite rhangbrani's
considerable successes in maxing at least nominal christians out of tae
icelanders, he still went smnini.g to .ryg vason complaining of ill treatz-
ment. .he great Christian-king of asorway ordered all zhe .celanders
1is country rounded up and cast into the dungen, 2..d had given the order
to have them put to death. zhe only reason thds grisley sentence was 10t
carried out was because two jcelanders, Giszur tune whit aud njalti
Ske gjason, ofiered to sail to thneir homeland and presch christianty to
the innabitants of tae island (lijal‘'s >aga, vhapter 104,. It was these
two w10 roce to tae xlthing, Icelanders great legislative and judicial
asseoly and managed to get Christianty accepted as the state religion.

The man wuao nade trne fimal decision (which was, as t e sag» relates , =
political o.e se-i_nea to keepawidespread civil war from rendering the final
counit¥y) was a neatten, one Thorgeir the rreist. Despite his decision

which mde Iceland a Christian nation he made certain allowances for religious
freedom. }iis words were “The penalty for carrying on tnese practices openly
shall bte outlawry, but they shall not be punishacle if they are done in
private®, Inaediately after tuis sentence _jal's Saza continues
parenthetically "Witain a few yeara all tnece heathen practices wcre
avsolutely foroidden, in private a:z well as in putlic.®” Thus did

measure of the traditional Icelandic freedom die.




Christian persecution of pagans was not limited to Iceland or even to
ocandinavaia; other Ger:anlc'heathons elsewhere were subject to violent
repression. In aollander's introduction to Ine Poetic sdda he
that "just as fire aad sword wrought more conversions in the

kingdoa, in jermany, a.d sngland than did pezaceful missionary
80 too in tne sorth; and little would have been neard of sagss d
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toconvert them or té-womdemn thwm to eterial torment Just because they
were not followers of his particular religion. The Judeo-garistian
religion, on the other hand, has from the very vegiming tasght th=t no
dther religioms are to be tolerated as "Phou shalt mot killw. Actually
the proper trenslation should read *"fhow shaltnot commit murder.w® now,
this can ve quite 2 difference, especially when murder is defind as tne
killing of someone who is a member is defind as the killing of someone
woo is a member of your own trite - all outsider are fair game; it is
only “wrong®™ ir the person you kill is a memver c. your own group! as
anotner quick example, consider those heatnens wno were killed or ariven
from tneir ancested lands because Jehovah had declared tuat land must
pelong to nis Chosen People - no matter, who was tners first, or wio nad
settled it, or what means must pe used to take it from tner \rememver,
it wasn't really murcer!).

Tne worsemen were not at first openly nostile to Christian clerygren.
It was only wnen Caristian missionaries vegaa atusing customs and util-
izing coercion anc otherwise maxeing a nuisance of imenselves taat .
anti-Curistian bacxlash occurred. rhe much publicized raids on cnurcaes
and monasteries were carried out not o
¢hristianty, out simply because that
Tre tolerance of the pagan Scandinav
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Ca- you imagine what would have happened if a boatload of Viki
had sailed up tne Thames inSo london and asked p r=ission to establish
a ;rove and convo-t ople to ODIH? They wo ive been na ered on

tﬁ; spot - after, I am sure, €ispatching a ver of Christisns to their




Such réligious !htéli?ihbb'lobni'iiii.&t'nmbng monthesfests., Perhaps
it is easler Tor polytheslests to concelve of the existence and the
validity of other gods, having as they do a pluralisticcoucention of
deity.

Those who brought Christianity to the Norse peoples were skil .ed
the use of propaganda and distortion. Two principal ruses were uced,
One was the depicting of Christ and the apostles am a.young warrior u: 4
his band of faithful followers, something which any JWor:euan co 'id usdcre
stand because it was a co «dept which entered into nis dei y livin .
Needless to cay, this is a ..0st inaccurnte representation of Chrictiinity
and is ia fact diaunetrically opposed to the basic value: n d piilo. ophy
of the Christianity rellgion, which is non-violent and anti-hercic, This
was glossed over to make the religion palat~:ble to the ‘oriescn, who
would have never accepted it had they oeen awsre of wh.t Chri-t Lt)
really was, or to what degree it would enrleve tocir d scende t- of F
far futur:,

Another trick used by th bearers of the new relizion wasc, after der=
troying tn. old pagan temple, to erect the local ciurch on tae sai.e
ground. The idea was that since people were in the habit of coiin to
one particular place to conduct their religious ceremonies, they would
more readily come to that samc place to worship the Chricti-n rmod. Live-
wise Christian religious feasts were arranged to be held at ato:t the
same tive of the year a: the old pagmn nature festivales., By utilizin
such sigple .ehavorial tactics, tne Christians hoped to "outflank" the
hestnen religion, pourin; Christians sucstance into forrs wulch, if not
pazun, were at lesst siamilar in some respects to tne forms of the old
relizion. Instructions in great detall wure pive o tae ~icsi ~ice
tellisgs the. exactly now to o sbout this tecn:iique.

Unfortunatly, it worked. Due to nuie.ous reasons - the zeal of Carist-

ians wuissionaris, lack or eohegion amonz th followers of the p..a
religion, t:e lac” o, writien liter.ry /ris Slaxiil ¢ )€

11 t e lanéy occupied vy the Coristians, anv. toe ure 0 worloer, iolence,
and economic coercion, Shristi nit tvecoler tie ord.ant * 1 1 in
teose at.t ot DI . ; Lc .

expected, pagonisa went into decline once the religion att~ized
power. ‘he world is imme surabtly worce of: Zor that fuct.

But let there be no more talk of the Eind e .rted Christians, inly -nd

loving, who came o’ steer” the savage bafbarian from his iisgilded way,
Let thyre te no more heurd of pagans‘who a3 one a:n, rushed into th.
embrace of the Church. It never happened that way, and the lie that {t
did occur in tais manner is a lie thut nes served the “hristian cause
too long. Let tae truth be knmown and we will have struck a blow a: inst
tyrunny, and for those btrothers o: ours who long avo died faithful to
the old gocde, the gods of freedom.
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BOOK REVIEW: by Allie Bennett

For those interested in hardnitting, f.ot-paced highly entirteinios
adveature drama: The Green Man by llerry Trecce of ers excellent fore,

A novel as biy and cold as tie jortnland: where it begins, The Green
dan is the story of Prince Amleth Vendelson; it follows him from his
early manhood-heralded by th murder of his I .ther by nis power-hungary
uncle- tnough his adventures in Frition unde: the stundard of iing Arthur,
his marraige to t.e Pict Queen Elekt and his suloeqent 1o der £ .ip o.
trice; and finally to t @ regaining of his father's kingdom, :nd Li
death =2t tue hands of Beowulf; who's favors "e once refused,

i'rom the first page until the finz]l word, you will te causht up in
one of ue most powerful novels of the year. A reveling look at t e
and motivation of the Viking w:rrior.

The Green Man is avallable from Pnperbeck RLibr ry, lne., of ‘low Yorw
for %.95.
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0f all tne beliefs of t.e Vi:ring peraans t'at w ich ic lesst co.sin-
tent with toe rest of their belief system ic the co.cept of fate. It is
only logical that a people wio nold individu~lism in such high re -rd
would seem to Le in direct conilict with a people ac vital, stubdorn,

and independent as tne Vikings. dow nhall we resove this contradiction?

Edith i milton, in her ;!tioldgi, connects the posasimirm of the
Norse religion with the concept of fate. The god:, it i3 ~ro-neslied,
are doomed, and witn them their allies, the husens.
for iagnsrok - the last, gre t battle in wrhich 1 |
whelm the forces of good, and Asgurd will 1lie ia rubble. Desnite this
przordination (or at least forsceing) the gods will Ti;i.t to the end

e diy 13 co

rother than surrender, even tnough they nerocs pods are doomed, Lumans
are Yore 50. Toe heroes on lkarta und in Valha’la know thrt no fest




daring or act of endiurance W1ll grant them victory, yet this does not
give them paus=. They die resisting.

In tuls rather gloomy outlook, as Miss Ha: ilton writes so eloqie
® The only sustain.ng support possible for the humm spirit, the one pure
unsullied good men can hope to attain, is heroism; and heroism depends
on lost causcs. The hero can prove what he is only by dying. Yhe nowser

of good is shown not by triumphantly conguering evil,- but-by continuing
t0 resist evil whil facing certain defeat.® She arsues, however, th t
this seemingly fatalistic outlook is deceiving. There is no inexoracle
fate because although the hero was indeed doomed if he did not yield, he

did have the choice of yielding or or dying. This may not seem like much
of a choice by today's standdrds, but it was a choice waich the herc
could make. His fate was not predestined. In addition, to die a hero's
de.th is, in one sense, not to be defe:ted but to triumph. there is a
saying to the effect th t you cannot enslave a fres man, you can only

kill him. The idea, I think is zuch the same.

Ragnarok may not be a presdestined thing. It is forseen in the
propuecy of the seeress, but to forsee is not prede:tine. As
Oogists to day averr, sometimes prophecy depicts what will hapoen
certain actions are taken. There is no inflexible or unchan- eable
ruling over men.

It is interesting that Edison larshall has 2is hero in The Vikiiz
state that the reason the jporthmen so hated and feared theChristisn
was tecause it ses saild that he could change men's fate for tetter
for worse. Of course, to te¢g for one's fate to be cnanged - ¢
favors - was deened a cowardly act not worthy of a mas
jarshall's Ogier syas to Lis lLap

#How would I live? By tue
"] thought the shadow o

around your neck and you cool

pity and perhaps, protection.”
"...Can I fs3ll on sy kness to Odin and

my nands and beg him to change =y
when I

Christian unto his God? .,
to him, I will shout to tne Ly a

my voice shaking in the wind of ay
I don't ple:d witk .im, nor do I de

call and await h.s reply".

in the orse conception, may be derlined




bappen to a #an 1A the nafural course of events., rather than as some
inexorable web which constrains a man and which forces aim to & cer*
and despite his own exertions. It is individualist in essence as it
calls for total responsiblity for one's actions and one's life, aud is
opposed to shirking or fate-changing. This is the opopsite of the
prevalent conception of fate as a sort of entropment which nezates frce
will, The Norse conception exalts free will and rejects control.

in

Thus we see that the apparent contradiction bvetween the Virin concept
of fate and the other Viking beliefs of courage and individuality i
just that - an apparcnt contradiction rether thin a re¢al one, Por a
Viking to " acceptnis Pate® does not mean to sit dowa and, mare.i ting

»
+
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be destroyed by his enemies or by the particular situation, mor does i
mean passively subtmitting to difficulties and indignities, On the cont-
rary it means fighting total y and unemittingly, never surrenderiag,

yet resigned to suifer the worst without calling Jor cerey from the
enenies or aid from supernatural entities, It is the ultimate in coir-~r-e
and defimnce. It is this condeption of fate that is consisteat with

the Viing's attitude toward Ragnarok. And it is t is conceptio-~ of

and of man's reaction to fate, wnich i= about o:e hundred 2nd eint
degrees from the tame, timid, and cowardly attitude of the rred. tin
crowd and the weak ones wio use zodu as crutches,
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D..R .RIENDS,

As you know from the earlier state ent of t-i- iz ue, we
Brotherhood nave launched a project walch is the toldezt and
tant eveat i1 ovr s ort existence, and one 20t soon to be cutsore - the
conven.n of an assembly, or Thing. The inportance of this Thin~ ca not

be overestimated. Pot to make it & success, to justily sideratle
eifort involved, we need YOUR nelp, in sever 1

¥E E:D A IE¥ CC =ITT.D PECPLE to voluiteer eir speeisl aid, Je
considered several cities as sifes : ks Ring, but there is
factor to be tasen i.to account. Ti facto s a local group of iol
of toe jlorse relizio to welp us se advance arra.. e ents d o -thc-
scene preparations w. icu we sluply can't mare X {11
taxe sever 1l no:rs of wor . oa the e people's p
the :iowlege tn t they nave contributed .uch to
or two dedicated workers would Le adequate to propo
task, if indevd they were eisergetic s°d nard-drivi
interested i t: chance to help us out, pleate volunteer yo

AL30, BUT OF EQUAL I!?UI!AKC!; we.want to urge exch d every one of
you to nake every atteapt to attend the Thing. Witnout you, we can't
pu.L it off, This 1s your chance to meet toget.ier with otaer lior e e
to suare ideas and to maxe plans. Por three days you can forget the
outside world if you wish, a1d live in a Viking environment. We will
be celebruting our rituals togethe:, meeting:plams combat with our
tr ditional weapons. Not to mention a Viking revel or twol!

By the wsy, you don't have to be a hard-core Viding to attend our
Taing ( although only those of our religion will be able to participate
in the ritusls or decision-makeing). Pasans of other per:-asiorc ar
iavited to sattend as observers, and will be :.ade welcome ir the tradit-
ion of liorse hospitality. Also, edged weapons buffs, would find o
Thing a watier of interest.

Please give your attention to the enclosed quectionnaire., The infor-
wation from it will nelp us to locate the Thing nd ake necess: ry nlans,
Because of our small numbers, it is vitsl that we get &5 zany o: these
back as possible to get am accurate ideza of your interest.

Remenber, your help and interest is vital, I nope to meet =ud

personally t.ls with ezch 0f you next sunmer at the rirst Norse rhin

in a thousand years!

JES, I WO.J.D LIKE TO ATTEND THE THING I FOULD E AELE TC ATTE!L ID
IT WAS HELD IN:

CJ :Ew YORK

J 1uricls

Y&, I WOULD X FILLING TO HELP Ii! ADVAPCE Fi.PARATIONS I Ti3w T -IWG

LR E FAGAT ) 0v-2R PiGAN
] 0 =R INT=«E:TSD PERGC: (PLEa.E SPECITY)
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The physical prowess ot ‘our Norse ancestors is one of thelir best-
Xnown attributes. strtngth,'n. a highly-admired quality among them, and
the feats of skill and daring which they celebrated around the fires
in winter tine were deods which would cew the average :.an of today & or
of their day, either, for that matter. Their physical hardihood aad
toughness accounts in large measures for their outl:ok on life and their
supreme self-confidence that at times bordered on arroagance. They were
heroic in word and deed, and for this the world rembers them still -
and will hear from their spiritual descenden in days to coxe.

The everyday life of the Norsemen kept him in top shape. A natural
diet, unpolluted air, and the rigors of the climate helped, but above
all there was the daily routine of farming, btuilding, hunting, and of
course the games and contests so loved by their competitive spirits.
Today, most of us have to be more deliberate about it, as our jobs are
more sodontar’ these days.Still - and this Wrings us to the main point of
this article - physical conditioning is comething to be taken up by all
of us who claim to féllow the 0ld gods, regardless of our age, sex, or
occupation. The Viking Way demands certain sacrifices, and the willing-
ness to mold our bodies in the ways we deaire Can be a test of cne's ¢
devotion; are we really serious about this mattef of the Norse religicn,
or are we merely giving life service to a romatic ideal, without the
sheer guts to actually take our destiny in our hands and make real
changes in ourselves and in ocur emviroment? Only you can answer that one!

The relationship between the mind and the body makes it abundantly
clear why physical fitness is escential to the developement of those
psychological traits so sought after by the devotes of the Norse religion
A. H. Ismail and L.B. Trachtman reported in a recent issue of y
Psychology Today ( 2 mgazine I r~eldom quote!) that participants in their
study of the pschological effecty of exercise became " rore even, stablw,
and self-confident,” more extraverted, and more self-reliant a: their
condition improved. A study by Thomas K. Cureton ini #illiam Heusner of
Olympic champions revealed that they were " ore intelligent, more
emotionally stable, more dominant, more venturesoue, and much more sell
assured than others. They also tended to disregard rules and reject 'r
group standards." Prom the point of view of our religiom and our
philosophy, these are all very grod things. Cther studies over & ¢
of years have geneeally verified these findings concerning the rentsl

*esults of developing physical abilities. Now, hysical cult'rists have
long believed all this to be true, But it wasn't until recent year th-t
pecple got around to actually putting the matter to scie.tifie tudy.

The self- knowledge and self-satisfaction granted to those who purh
their body and their mind to the utzaost is romething unique, There is
a very special feeling which rewards those who endure a four-hour “arate
workout, or run for miles under adv:rse conditions, or who reach sc-e
Oother greater or les er physical goal. victory over one's wealncsses, a
realization of the will, an exhaltation of 1ife - it is all of thoce.

So what sre you doing about it? Of course, you can't repair a body
in a few quick ses ions which has suffered years of neglect. You czn,
however, begin right now «;immediately if not sooner - to work out in
that mammer which best suits your present condition and tezmwer: ent.
Any number of good programs are avaible, or you can devise your own. rhe
important thing is to do something 2nd to do it .egulurly. iemend r t
e nonest with yoursclf and not to allow amy of the cop-cuts chic i
arise distrast you (* too tired today” or " too busy® zr " I'll just 3cin
one tizev).

It's no easy path to tuke, It is a defiiite challenge to your
otivation, your preservance, your seriousness regarding your reclizioa
& cnailenge to your very " guts ", The Vi ing fay is not for the itter

or the weak, for the whiner or the coward,

DO YOU HAVE WHAT IT T\IED’
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GUT-H JUL!
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EDITOR - SVIEF GERRALDSSCN
STALDER - JOEN W. DATRYLEHLE

A . IST.UT EDITOR - ¥ak PULTS
CiIEP ILIUSTAATOR - PAX FULES
7CR - TIX EE:

SISTANT BZRS

ASSISTANT 1:._USFATC
This is-the first i=;ue that wec have put our

the Runsstone will not be 50 mystzrious to our sul cther
Also

inte ested PGOP;'_ t0 wish everyone a good Jul! in the tra:itionsl

fiorze #ay. Feriorming the -itunls and having alot of plain ole fun.




