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The Viking Sword-Its History, Developement and Use
Part I

The sword was the st » weapon during the Viking Age. The axe
came to supplant the spear and went b e the typical Viking
wegpon, but the sword's popularity have been 2 constant one,
Perhaps this populority is due he perti f
In the earliest times only men of
a sword, Thus it quickly became -

The Runestone is & journa given it is indiccted by the fact
catéd to the revival of $hat I S 9PLVONLEN 5 She Ang There are four different words in
Age, and to the revival of t Irag m, and persona translated as "sword". The 5t frequently
independence which are a0 which meant what would toézy be called a bro
offieizl publication & = ' : two sharp edge but only a relatively dull poin
e?ly.1§ubu§r1pt}2:s‘::3 2. Y ye n the 5., and Canada, 3. slashing weapon. A "mackir® was o 3word-like
;%E year oycrseas. Write The Runestone : Wichita Falls, very tapered and slender blode ending in

307. which was especially popular in No
pon, Pinzlly, the "ockolm® -
was shorter ond knife-like.

Ever wonder where the tocrm h * originated? Accordin
our source, it is derived from - newly wedd
couple drink ; & "love pot hei
days as man and wife, The 30
moon (actually a lunar month
report what we read). Where d
from a small booXlet attached
produced mecad- the first we've

¢ v cation.
run it - we will check for bility - but

you weni it bock, send a se a’'“ressed, st d envelope.

Dear Readers-if at any time we a he Runes seem 1-
answering letters, please excuse vu ) i it 1s hard to
up with 211 our inguirics all the ti: | yill try to answer

soon as possible, but we arc ) sonetimes we
boggles, but as 2 rental car ser y > TRY H'J'DER"™.

4 techinque c~lled "pattern welding” was used in the production
of the Vikings sword to increcase the carbon content of the weapon
and thus give it more strength, The first step in pattern welding wos
to take thin bars of irom, pack them in charcoal, and keep them at a
high temperature until they absorbed enough carbon to change the

surfoce of the bar into steel (though the core of the bars.remained




iron). These bars were cut up and then reforged in a different order
to make the central portion of the blade, Two stecl stripes werc weld-
ed onto this center part to serve as the cutting edge., T entire
assembly wos then ground and filed into the desircd shape. The process
created beavtiful patterms in the blade, hence the name "pattern weld-

ing* .

Such a blade could be further hardened by = technique known as
*quenching”. As the name implies, the heasted blnade was thrust into a
medium, the exact nature of which is unknown today, 28 it was kept
secret, Water grobably was not uscd in quenching, because the stenm
formcd b{ the hot blade would create an effoctive barrier of steam
around the metal., Honey, oil, and wet clay have boon suggested, but
the fact. is that the process remnins last,” Blood, of course, is
mentioned in various sogas as boing used for quenching, which makes
one wonder if there might mot be an element of cercmonial involed,

After pattern welding and quenching, the sword was made smooth
and shining by rubbing it with an acidic substance such as vinegar,
urine, or tannic acid.

Toward the end of the ninth century patiern welding was supplantcd by
a neéw kind of weapons- making techinque, The 1 cs which werc the

d
result had a higher carbon content ( as high z2s 75%) and, in contrast
to the older method, the carbon was evenly distributed throughout the
metal. This innovation may have becn brought about by an improvement
in the quality of covailable iron ores or =an "improvement in furnace
des s Or both, In any case, the finished product was tougher,
lif“cr,nnd morc shapely than the sword which rcsulted from patterne
we

s With a nronounced tapcr and & center of gravity which was
locat close to the hilt for better balance. The finest' swords of this
type bear the name "Ulfberht® ond, according to archaeological evidence
were produced for a period of over 200 years. These sunerior blodes
secm to have been made in the Rhineland and imnorted into Scandinavia
through the market town of Hedeby. Similor weapons bearing the runcs
"Inglerii® oppearcd in the Northern countrics in the tenth century and
are probably of Prankish orgin.

- Decorations on swords appear to be more the work of a swordsmith
than a jewelor. Threc general periods orc recognized in connection
with the orncmentations Of Viking swords, During the carly Viking Age
thick silver plating of the pommel, covered with small punched dote,
crosser, or geometrical designs, was typical. Latcr, during the ninth
and tenth centuries, the silver platting was covercd with intricate
interlacing patterns. Finally, toward the end of the oge, the fatterns
were inlaid in brass on a tin background, with copper wire outlining
cach figure, Onc constant troughout these threc periods was a design
in which the guard and pommel wcre covered with altermating verticle
strips of copper and tin,

.
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exanple, maneuvers pitting blade agoinst bladc were not used because
blows of this sort would spoil the cdge on the woapon, Blows wcere
absorbed by the use of the shicld, Because thc commonly used sword
was 1 gight, weighing about two to thre. pounds, it was usually
held with one hond, This was not a fixcd rule, however, and both hands
were sometimes uscd to deliver and exceptionally strong blow. Many
Norscmen cultivated the ability to fight wcll using either hand for
the purposc of confusing &n opponent or using an unwounded arm.

The ways of sword fighting changed over the years, In the olden
doys, according to Saxo Grammaticus, it was the mightness of thc blows
rather than their number which was counted of worth, There were, in
fact, considerable pauses betwecn blows., Sagn descritions, on the
other hand, differ from this in that thcy make frcquent-mention of
specd and ability in the usc of the sword. Much-dodging, ducking, lea
leaping out of the range of an opponents weapon, and fancy footwork
was involved, and belance and coordination werc at a premium, Actual
acrobatic feats are recounted, In .’-.nggpfia Saga one Steinthor saved
the life of one of his friends who slippcd on the ice during a
fight by running up to him ~nd turning o blow {rom him with his shield,
while he cut off the leg of his attacker with thc other hand, ond,

"in onc and the same moment™ lcaped up into the 2ir se that a stroke
aimed at him by another of thc cnemy missed him by traveling between
his legs, Another coxcellent description of agility in sword combat is
detailed in Njal's Saga, whercin Njal's son Skarphedin spies enemies
on the far bank o a_“ﬁfosen strcam and by goining spedd on the ice
leaps across the open cemter porticn of the river, alights on the far
ice, and, sliding at high specd on it, cuts one of his opponints down
beforc they rcalisc what is hoppening,

Thus we cnd our discussion of the Viking Svord, Certainly its
merits werc many and ite influnce on thc world considcrable, It was
a work of art and the treasuvred possession of the Viking who lavished
his affection on it, named it according to his fancy, and bore it inte
battle, The book of one of our opponents thrcetens that he who lives
by the sword will die by the sword, but one cannot help but nsk - is
it such a terrible thing, if one has to dic (and 2ll do, sooner or
later), to die bravely, frec and fighting, by that weapon of such
power, magnificence, and mystique, the sword?

SEL THE NEXT ISSUE POR VIKING VT APONRY
PART II
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The latest from the Viking dictionary: S used as a noon is
a story or history of a story. Uscd as a verb is the word saw,




VALLYRI S

The Valkyrics arc onc facet of the Norsc rcligion which has
rcecived some populariszation im current culturc, thanks largely to
Richard Wagner, who based his ring opceras on the old Norse and Germanic
story of S d (or Siegfricd) the Volsung and the Volkyrie RBrynhild
(or Erunhilda). In the story, Brynhild disobeyed Odin by granting
victory to a king whom Odin had dcclared mu=t lose. For this disobed-
ience she was put in a de.p slecp and placed within 2 well of fire,
until Sigurd rode through to awaken her. Around this story of the curse
on the Ring of the Nibelungs, Wogner woaves his oPu:ﬁtic tapestiry.

Criginally the Valkyrics werce viewed as female spirits who took
great pleasure in cornage and wer, devouring corps on the bottlefield
in their ferocity. In the Viking Age they beecame the nore trn® iional
armorcd maidens on horseback who waited on the hero.s in Vah! iz,
keeping the mead horns full. Their primary task, however, was to
retricve the bodiecs of heroes who have f-.l:¢n in bottle zad bear them
tc Valhalla., Their title meains "Choosers of the Slain" and they w.rc
picturcd as )

Maidens execellent in beauty, :
Riding their stecds im shining armor,
Solemn ond deep in thought,

With their whitc hands beckoning.
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Sometimes thcy were sc 3

would appear to snatch the hero from some pcrilous situation, Saxo
claims they could vary their appearance from fearsmoe beings to
maidens of great beauty at will, and others identify them with the
swan and claim they could change themsclves from numan to bird form
whencver they wished. In Bdison Marsholl's novel Test Jith the Vikin
the author dcscribes a mecting between his cheif char-for, i E
Ericson, and a Valkyrie named Minin who is such a swan lady.

In the story of Vol. .l the Smith, Volund ocnd his two brothers
meet threce Swan-maidens by the pool called Wolf's Vater, laying in’
repose on their dresscs of swan's feathers., The Valkyries adgrum,
Alvit, and Olrun - stay with the men for mine ycars until they fly off
to their dutics of bearing the fallen to their reward.

This story, by thc way, illustratces the duval nature of Valkyrics
supcrnctural beings and as human princesses, a2 themce which cften appems
in the literature. Alvit. and Hladgrun were the- daughtcrs of King
Hlodvir, and Olun the daughter of King Kar, What is more, 211 Valkyrics
wore not the typical Nordic blondes- Alvit's locks were brown,

The Valkyries wouwld attach themselves to a particular hero, all-
cgedly ?otccth\g him In 1ife and rceceiving him aftcr death in Vale
halla, Swanwhite befriemded Ragnar, and Svava was said to have been
reborn 2= Sigrun, the nrincess who later marricd him,

Therc is some implication that Valkyrics were
the guardian spirits of certain familics and be-
friendced worriors of sueccceding gencrations. Aftor
serving them in 1ifc and rcceiving them in doath,
thoy returncd to carth to appeor, when the time was
right, to the warrior's son.
Volkyrics rode in eompanics ond an anglo-Saxon
traodition of waxr: for women riding over the hills e =
and casting spcars to bring disaster to their victims may have its
orgin in the Valkyries,

Archeaclogical finds which dcal with Valkyries are sev.ral,
including many depictions oan the Gotlend st s, on which thcy are
pietured either horn in hend to reccive » or flying over the
battleficld carrying a spear, At 3irks and cwhere small siver amue-
lcts of horn-carrying women havc bcen exeavatod, and these evidently
are Valkyricvs, The "Prank®c casket", an ivory box dating from the
scventh century in Northumbria, shows a fiqurc with an animal head
confronting a werrior im an cogle helment., Some authoritics state
this is a2 rcpresentaotion of a Valkyrie in he crrible aspect, |
this writce: thinks it might as well be n picture of a berserke

Whatever the varfous conceptualigations of the Valkyrics in the
past, we may be gratcful for our Chooscrs of Slain., They 2dd = bit
of feminine color to our religion as well as romatie intcrcst, Wha
greater sight to 2 dy Viking than sec a company of singing shicld-
mays come winging out of thc dky on their cloud-steeds, and for one
of the byruied maidens to doscend to bear zoway the brave soul of the
warrior to Valhalla.
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DREAM VIKING
by John ¥. Dalrymple

I am no Viking;

They arc all dcad,

Dead ond in Valhalla

A thousand years ago.

Phere arce times, though,”

Times when I am neither aslocp

Nor awaoke;

But in that ghostly land that lics betwocn.

I feel the restless surge of full-grown waturs,

Bring and cold as the wind that fills o sail I camnot
So thick is thc fog.
Or is it snow?

I am not asure,

But I do not rust casily.




BOOK REVIDW: The Viking Scttements of North America
A by Pr Pohl

y Prcderick J.

e v{w book és thgo:o;:u;recent work by Mr. Pohl who has also written
© %255; on Cape Vik Explorers. It is a rcadable

account o TSU CX Iorationshgh and fsam The time of Bjerni ' .

Herjulfsson's inital sighting of thre. unidentified londs southcast

of Greenland to the time when traffic with Vinland stopped and the
knowledge of just what Jay beyond Groecnlané faded.

The main portion of the book is divided into thrc. sections. The
first part is a narrative account of the Vinland voyages and is note-
worthy for its roadability and'clarity. An insight into the conwer-
sion of the Norsomen into Christians is provided by chaptcers dealing
with the reigious schism botwe.n Erik the Red and his son Leif - how
one died an unrepentant pagan and the otﬁer actively promoted the
Christian causc¢, Related, also, arc the cconomic pressures and the
holding of pagan hostages used by Norway's Olaf Tryggvason to insure
the speedy adoption of Christianity as the official religion of Green-
land and Iceland.

Perhaps one of the most intcristing revelations in Pohl's book
is that in 1477 a2 “"young Italian sailor, Cristoforo Colombo, visited
Iceland and picks up waturfront gossip of land to the west," /

The second of the book is concurned with the g::srng:leal
identification of specific sites mentioned in the sagas t
archacological evidence found to support the identification of these
sites., Purhaps most intcresting of all is the story of the excavation
of the Pollins Pond gully on Capc Cod wherc cvidecnce was discovered

to indicate that a Viking knorr,or merchant ship - specifically, Leif's
had been shored for the wintoer, The choice of the dig and the analysis
of the keel-bearing posts which were uncarthed make an archaeological
detective story of the first magnitude,

Thirdly, Pohl offers his translation of both the Grncnlcnd£¥§a
Saga and Birik'a‘§5‘g, for the rcason that translation plays a v

in aftempting any sort of correlation betwecn the sagas and
geography.

In an excellent appendix Pohl analyzes cvidence which indicatcs
the ence of Norscmen as far afield as West Virgina, Tennessco,
and Oklahoma., Some of Mr. Pohl's thecorice arc controversial, but he
makes a belicvable defense for them and they cannot be easiiy
dismissed.

In short, The Viking Sottlements of lorth Amcrica is a volume
which should inforest Efg ollowcrs of the old religicn, even though . *

most of the charaters it depicts wore Christian. The vitality of our

spiritual ancestors, and the clash betwecn pagan and Christian, arc 4 .
well depicted, and this well-illustrated (60 line drawings and maps)

book would be a worthwhile addition to a Vikings libtrary.
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GIVE MZ THAT OLE TIME RELIGION !!
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fie have finally received a letter from onc of our subscribers
Ve hope more will follow.If any of our rcaders have questions please
frce o writc we will amswer thom, it might awhile, but we will
cventislly answer thom,

s —

To Pam Pults % Tho Runestonc

Decr Pom,

Grex.tings!

Thank you for sending me the introductory leaflet on your revival,
But seriously, how can I rvcommend you if I don't know anything about
your group but the introductory matcrial which is rather sketchy? We
in WICCA have scven pagaism (The Western Varicty) literally crushed
under the hoel of Judeo-Christianity and almost obliterated from the
Earth.... We boar the worst scars of this, and therefore, in our
cmergence from the pites of hiding for centuricvs, we sympathize and
offoer, whon we can, as much help as possible to the resurrcction of the
old Gods. ¥e¢ would like to sce all bonafide pagon groups grow and
ProSpeér.....seeWe would like to scec your group, possibly, grow and
prosper.. I roclize that, in the din past, there was an enmity betweon
the FNorsc a2nd the insular cclts... Thercfore, between your roligion
and Minc......But surcly, wuv'rc not fighting for territorics c¢te. Now
I mysclf have some Nordic blood in me, yot I'm -~ High Priest of a
Ccltic religion! But cnough of thot.... Wo would like to know if you
arc in anywoy politically-oricnted, if so, in whot context. Is your
rulision sexvally-oricnted? Whoat orc your vicws on Homosoxunlity? Are
you definitcly patrisrchal? What importance do the various Nother-
Goddessevs have in your religion? (i.e. Priggn, Proya, Hela otc) How
do your groups mcct for Worship? Do your groups mevt often? What form
of Pricsthood do you have? Do you have Pricstcas? What is the position
of woman amoungst you? Do you have 'set! rituals? Yhat kind of people
do you want for your groups? Arc thurc any 'Definitely Not's in your
philcsophy?

I hopc that nonc of thusc questions oficnd you in any woy. W,
oursclves, would be glad to answer them according to our ways, for
you, If you so d.sirc!

We of the Hoexeditary Covins of WICCA, wish you ewery good fortunc
in your rovival (od rather, cmcrgenec!) And I, as a High Pricst, in-
voke the blessings of our Hornud God and Gruat Mother upon you. A tur
all, our gods arc but diffcerunt espcets of the same gods thot you
worship!

Hopce we¢ hear from JOU S00N.eeeces

0din Livesal

HIGH PRIEST OF THE NEW
ENGLAND COVEN OF
TRADITIONALIST WITCHES
Mr. Bd Bucsynski

13516 95th st.

Ozonc Park, N.Y.11417

Be only the cditor and illustrator of The Runcs¥one I rcolly
covld not answer Mr. Bd Bucsynski'g wcstions honcatly so I sent the
letter to our Chicftain,The Viking“His answer will follow on the
nuxt pagc.




Dear Ed,

Pam referred your questions to me, since I am the actual head of
the Viking Brotherhood. Hopefully my answers will be uscful,

Pirst of all I want to clear up this Celt*Norsc thing - as indced
you secm to have done. I have more Celt in me than Forse, myself,
Following the Norse religion is wholly apart from race or national
origin., Sure, I will praise Rngnar's sacking of Paris, and the opening
of the Viking Age by the attack on Lindisfarnc, That doesn't mean I'm
out to run dowvn modern day Prenchmen of Inglishmeh at all.

Regarding political orientation - we can't bc too politically
oricntod or out hope for tax exemption would-fly out the window, Wo
wouldn't be, anywey. Our reigion does have litical ramifications
(as does everything clsc) but since our fcllows will probably intcr-
pret parts of the religion differently, we sce no nced to ride closc
herd on them, We have spoken out in The Runcstonc against both fascism
and communism, as we sec both of theS¢@ systems a8 being’ remarkably
similar collectivisms, while we cuphasize individunlism, "¢ have no
intention of jumping on any libcration bondwagons, L

Our religion is not sexually orecinted, Homosexuslity turns me off,
personally, and I do not feel it has any place in our religion. But
since we arc not very scxually orvcinted - as a roligion - neither arc
we obsesscd with other forms of scxual behavior,

Yes, probably we erc definetcly »artriarchal. Though women have
a definite {lncc with us, ours is basiecally a warrior religion, one
bascd on self-asscrtion, courage, and-other attributes gcnnral{y con=-
sildered masculine, As 2 result, our female goddes ;s (that's sort of
redundant, soxrry about that)-are dccmphasized, y consider them
important for balunce,and certainly add color to the bleak Northland.
Practically speaking, we ore morc dir.ctly concurncd with the Valkyrics
than with thc goddcsscs.

Rogarding mectings, c¢te= we have nct yot deviscd the ncecssary
rituals for formalized mectings, though we hrve somc of thesc in the
works, It is not terribly pressing at the moment bocausc we arc 1)
small and 2) very seattered, There just aren't cnough of us in any
one place to conduct rituvals. It is somcthing wc plan on sc.ing to
soon, however, as it was woak organization which hclped bring us down
a thousand ycrrs ago.

Probebly we would not have pricstess, as the Viking wor chief
usunlly presided over religiocus mettcrs as well,

Yomen-in c¢sscntial velve, men and women arc hold in equel regord,
Pheir yoles arc so.n as being shorply differcentiat.d,though. Man the
warrior, womcn the houscwife who waits for him whilc he gocs a=-viking
Wc expeet similaxr virtuces in our men and in our womcen-courage, self-
rclianec, and intcegrity. 3

Pam, of coursc, is = woman, ~nd without her work The Runestonc
could not cxist. .

What kind of pcople do we w-nt? Men ~nd women who feel they con
subscribe to our belicfs ns we cxpress them in The Runcatene. Such
gcoplc prob bly would not be: mystics, collcetivists of any voricty,

opors, wWar protccters, 2

Definitcly not's. The above sentcnec probably tokes in most of
them which m~y exist,

I know thesc onswers are pretty bricf, but m-ybe they help clear
up your questions, As you com scc, we are pretty different from most
pagan groups. We arc basically patriarchal, We revcere nature largely
because we fcel wildcrness and a natural environment are conducive
to Viking virtues, but wc are not mature mystics. ilc arc about 180¢
fiom Tim %ell's "Pcrrebios™ conccpt, as we are from Teilhard de Chardin

.

and mystical thought in genersl. We ore es-cntially exoteric, We arc
competative and can be very violent, as Christendom knew well, By
Aleister Crowley's definition we arc cvil, becausc we follow after the
"jllyasion" of individvality, And so on ,

Still, perhaps you will find our ideas int.resting,

Sincerely,

"The Viking"
ERTEFEREFRER A ERRAN BN SRV R LA RLREEN

Viltings in Oklchoma !

Therc arc a lot of peoplc, including scverzl scholars of rcnown, who
insist that Vikings - or, morc correctly, Norcemen, as these nen were
not sea-pirctes- explored ccstorn Oklahoma and other arcas docp in the
Americen continent in the eleventh contury. This is an awfully long
way from Scandinavaia or ¢v.n Gre . nland and when first the idca was
proposcd to me I was decply in doubt. Upon looking inte the cvidenco,
though, I think it not fmprobable that such cryplorations might have
taken place.

After rvani acgoss rcferences to a run-stone found moar Heave-
ner, Oklahoma, I decided it was time to sec for myse¢lf, Sveral ifricnds
and I piled into the ear one suniy w ¢kend and made the long pilgrime
age to Heavener, where we had no trouble finding our way as there
exists well-advertised Runestone Gtate Parl: to serve as offical prote
ection of the runcstone,

Decp in a cool, guiet valley, shaded by oak trecs (how apnro-
priate!) we found the Funecotonc. We immediatcly agreed that even if it
was a hoax it was an imprcssive onc. The slab of stone towce over the
sceker, measuring twelve foet high and ten foet wide, Surely enough,
carved into its rough surfacc were eight Yor NG,

The Parlk Hcadquarters providcd us with a comprehensive brochurc
which told us what we wished to mow about t.c artifact herc preserved.

It is theorized, in corrclating the information waich can be
deducted from the Heayener stonc with the sagas, that the runcs word
,carved by Norscmen wifo had sailed to the New Jorld with Thorfinn
Karlsefri, but who had decided to cxplore to the south of their land-

on Capc Cod. This ship had sailed around the tip of Florida and
followed the coast until they ceme to the Missis ipni River, which
gave them access to the interior of the continent., By entering the
tirbutary now called the ‘rkanas River and finally by entoring its
tributary, the Potcau River, thcy covld inde.d have reached castorn

Oklahoma. S Acd
The stone with it. mystc ious carvings /‘g'\ N
came to light in the 1830's when a hunting Ty =N

party of Choctaw Indiams discovercd it, Darly YJ%F‘ MNMNEA
settelcrs labeled it "Indian Rock® and it )

was widely belicved that the carvings were of /i ? " ”
Indian origin, Subsecquent r.scarch provcd J ;

this to be untrue, but no onc thought . of ] » ‘,

the possibility of Semndinavian runcs, It U '

took Mrs. Gloria Farley, in about 1948,

to recognizc this poss:l{’ility and to begin a scriouvws inguiry into the




runcstonc and its origin,

Hany varying translations for the¢ inscription were offored,
most of them not making mush scnsc., The runcs themsclves complicatcd
matters for thcy wer. of two types - indecd, from two differcnt runie
alphabets, Six of the charaters arc from the o0ld Germanic alphabet,
or futhark, Thce breakthrough camc in 1967 when a retired, Army cryp-
tographer namcd Alf Monge and physicist Dr. Olc lLandsverk recleascd a
book titled Norsc Mediev. ﬁxnto;zanh! in Runic Carvs_n% in which
they revealed that ¢ Heavener inscription and similar eriptions
found clsewhcic we in actuality carcfully encoded dates which had
HEAVIIT R #2 becn preparced using the Norsc med-
;r. ieval ecclesiastical calender. The
DECEMEF R 25,1015 date on the He ncr stome, they
FOT" AU & ; - declarcd, was November 11, “012 A.D.
x VEKEER 11,1017 Other carvinzs were given sipilar
X"X IMHb datcs, 25 the chart roven:: Though
HEAVENER #3 the chort deals only with runcstones
found in Oklahoma, the same mcthod
Y'x\x DECEKEER 30,1022/23 was applied to runcstones in Grecn—
TUISA land, the Orimey Ia}gnds and ?hj
ntrics, and, intcr-
XET) S ‘7 J T CEMEER 2,1022stincly, t) ntroversial Kc
SHAWNEL % ington stone Fimmesota, Accord-
ing to Mong. Jandsverk the date
H"WR( HOVEMBER 24,1024 is prosent cight different ways
as a dclibera and cloever puzzle.
8 COMpoSc<r wWas a med-
icval Borse Benedictine monk, who would have had an intimate know-
1 dgc of the perpetusl chureh calendar which is key to the puzzle.

Another stone was found on September 18, 1967 by two thirtcen
ycar-old boys at Potcau, OElahoma, m.ar Heavener., Kr. Nonge declarcd
that it wes inoscribed by the samc nm tho wrot: the runes on th
original Heavener stonce, but five years later to the day - Hovember
11, 1017.

It is notcworthy that the locations of thce Potcav runestonc
and the threc Heavencr runestoncs form a strzight line when plotted
on a map.

A sccond runestonc was found near Heavencr in August of 1954.
The inscription in this case consisted of = bol rocembling -
turk track and a strange symbol later identificd as a bindrunc, or
a2 combination of other rumiec l:tters. The obviously old and weathered
runcs had becen made vsing a pumch, as had the avener Nuaber One
runes, A local man said the stone had bucn used for at least fift;
ycars as a stepping stone over a fence! Neavener Numbey Throc was
rediscovered in.Petruary of 1959 by 2 local rosidcnt who had first
secn it forty five years carlicr. Located t3milcs from Heavener Nun-
bér One, it bears symbols resembling a "turkey track, a cross and an
arrow® - all symbols from the futhark. They aponear to have been made
with a chisel rather than with a punch such as was used on thc other
two runestoncs, and instead of being in a streight line are arranged
in a triangle.

A different kind of evidence has emerged to indicate the poss-
ibility of the Norsemcn in the ncihboring statc of Te Feoxr the
small town of Sunset, in the northern central pa 4 state and

about 25 umiles from the Red River which is boundary betw.cn Texas

and Oklahoma, according to a ncwspaper clipping unfortunatcly not in
our collcction - a fossilzed boot of the Norsec type, containing human
bone, has been found, The clipring claims " This fossil has hod 2
carbon tcst run on it, as wcll 23 other tucsts to determine its authe
enticity, and tusts indicate it datces back to the elovemth century”.
Authentication oft this find was not available at the time that this
article was being prepared, but The Runestone is now attempting to
obt2in such verification and will keep our readership informed. The
Boot would seem to rule out Indians and most European peoples. Sige
17 or 18 is pretty huge even for a large people such as the Norse
were.

The evidencc of Norsemen in Oklahoma mees it apparent that the
souls of the Morthmen werc as large =2s tlheir soles, The same dynanic
urgings which led Vikings to rava_e England and Prance and to make
such a rcputation as warriors for themselves led them and their
Christian-veneercd descendants to make voyages of exploration and
settlement which were awcsome in their ambition and scope. These last
ripples of what had been the Viking wave of vitality are surely an
inspiration to those of us who remain loyal to the old ways,

The Runecstone and the Viking religion got some motice in the
Wichita Palls, Texas newspeper recently in an article entitled
"¥ikings' Religion Is Organized Here", We have not been actively
secking publicity of €.is sort, but word gets around somehow and the
newspaper came looking for us. We obliged by giving them an inter-
view and copies of The Runcstone., The resvlting article was well-
done and our religiom was given fair trecatnent, Several local
inguiries for more¢ information on Forse P ism wore received by
The Runestone a: a result of the coveroge given us by the press,
Un¥ortunately due to space we can not reprint the article.

ATYENTION .
Dezr Readers: We have ODIF LIVLS! bumper stickers for 25¢. Let
yourself be known get & bumper sticker, T

__ADS__ADS__ADS__ADS__ADS___ADS__ADS__ADS__ADS___

We would 1ike ackmowledge a Another fine periodical is the
fine newslectter called The Green Crystal Well, It was known for
%o They were very kind In s'c\vl oral ycars as The ‘Jaxing Moon

ertising our ncwsletter in They asked for no subscrirtion
theirs, Wo've had a lot rcspomsc fce but only for donetions. Their
gon this so we say Thankyou and Address is:

in Lives! Por Those interested % N
Thoir addrosse is-: Thv.‘ gx tal Well

Phe Church of All Worlds Philadelphia, ";ﬁlg}'lvﬂnia

U.,20X
St. Louis, Missouri 63130 We at the Runestone hope you
They scnd issve B8 times a2 ycar seek out and CRjoy thBcsc
A subscription is $4 dollars for .riodnls as we have.
one ycar,




